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to overcome the marked 
mineral depletions caused by 
such acute infections as acute 
bronchitis, coryza, the debility 
of old age, and postoperative 
cases. 



















It is the most valuable prepa- 
ration in these conditions. 








Suggested dose: One teaspoonful t.i.d. in water. 
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26 Christopher Street, New York, N.Y. 
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A Merry Christmas 


and a 
Prosperous New Year 


Those are words which have been 
used millions of times by millions 
of people but along about this time 
of the year they always regain their 
old, sweet flavor. 


It’s been a long time since the world 
agreed that we’ve had a “prosperous 
New Year”. But the hope that 
springs eternal turns our eyes once 
again toward a horizon of good 
cheer and material comforts for the 
coming twelve months. 

The last five years seem to have 
bankrupted most of us of our spirit- 
ual resources, but let us hope that 
we shall forever retain the courage 
and faith to look at our neighbor 
at this time of year and say— 
“Brother, a Merry Xmas and a Joy- 
ous and Prosperous New Year”. 


Cordially yours, 


Presulent 








NEW YORK - PHILADELPHIA 
BROOKLYN - NEWARK 








Medical Economics is sent you every month 
thru the courtesy of Amsterdam Brothers 













An Abdominal Uplift 


that respects the figure 





Here is what may be 
called the logical gar- 
ment for the woman 
who must have ab- 
dominal support and 
who, at the same time, 
would like to use this 
support as a corset for 
the figure. 


The Ambro-Combina- 
tion Corset may be 
used for obesity or for 
general abdominal up- | 
lift. Made of brocade, 


(No. 659 Ambro- Coutil or Pekin Stripe. 


Combination The exposed parts com- ' 
Corset) prise a dress corset, ¢ 

solid closed back with 
laced front. Comfort \ 
while sitting or bend- rn 
ing is assured by the : 

woven elastic _ inser- 
tions over the thighs. \ 
The stouter type of woman will appreciate the fact that all the ad- I 
justment is done in front. Even adjustment and firm support to the P 
abdomen is guaranteed; the inside belt laces on one side and buckles : 
on the opposite side. 
\ 
Amsterdam fits the Appliance to the Patient; n 
Not the Patient to the Appliance. J 
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Demonstration Tests Have Shown 


Physicians the effectiveness of the 





HEARING DEVICE 


Ever since we introduced Radioear through these columns, we have 
offered to give free demonstrations. Many practitioners accepted this 
offer and were shown to their complete satisfaction the effectiveness 


of this hearing apparatus. 


We did not promise to restore hearing to its normal stage; we 
merely stated that Radioear is the most improved device now being 


sold. And we proved it. 


Why? Because Radioear is constructed on an entirely new principle. 
It has acoustic balance, an intensifier that increases volume as much 
as 50%, and it is extremely light. Moreover, Radioear has been 


clinically tested with splendid results. 


May we then suggest that you inquire further about Radioear? Don’t 
miss this opportunity to give your patients better, clearer hearing. 


Just write or phone us, or come in for a demonstration. 


150 E. 53rd Street STERD 198 Livingston Street 


NEW YORK CITY BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


ELdorado 5-6474 TRiangle 5-2929 
derade =I BROS. E>: ; 
INC. 


Also at 1060 Broad St., Newark, N. J. & 274 So. 20th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 














building would crumble to pieces .. . 





. . . if the blueprints hadn’t been accurate 


When an architect plans a building he pays particular attention to 
the engineering problems involved, to the balancing of the stresses 
and strains, for he knows that the slightest miscalculation will mean 


a defective structure. 


In like manner, the slightest inaccuracy in filling a prescription ‘or 
an orthopedic, surgical or traumatic appliance will rob a patient of 
comfort and happiness and possibly induce grave consequences. That 
is why every appliance is checked thoroughly—not once, not twice, 
but several times by different persons, each an expert in the con- 
struction of such devices. 


Only a huge organization like Amsterdam could afford to devote so 
much time and money and trouble to the interests of its clients. Learn 
the value of Amsterdam to the physician. Learn what it means to 
possess that sense of security arising from transacting business with 
an organization whose experience assures you of perfect service at 


all times. 
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For your next case ro 


INFLUENZA 














I” THE treatment of influenza the application 
of Antiphlogistine not only helps to relieve 
the irritating cough, but, when used early, it 
may be the means of warding off pulmonary 


and other secondary complications. 





It is best applied as hot as the patient can 
bear with comfort, all over the front and back | 


of the chest and renewed at the end of 12 hours. 


ANTIPHLOGISTINE 


| 

| 

THE DENVER CHEMICAL MFG. COMPANY 
163 Varick Street, New York, N.Y. | 


Sample and literature sent on application 
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When you prescribe B-D THERMOMETERS 
for the protection of your patients 


you have three choices—with 
a definite reason for each... 


1. For patients who have diffi- 
culty shaking down a thermometer 
...the B-D Manhattan in metal 
Presto Shaker Case. A few moe 
tions and the mercury goes below 
normal, Price with case . $1.50 


2. For patients who have diffi- 
culty reading a thermometer...the 
B-D Guide Line, with two red 
lines that outline the mercury 
column. Can be read at a glance. 


Price, in Bakelitecase . $1.25 


3. For patients accustomed to 
handling thermometers... the 
B-D Medical Center. Price, in 
Bakelite case. . . . » $1.00 





B-D PRODUCTS 


Made for the Profession 


Becton, DICKINSON & Co. RUTHERFORD, N. J. 
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“Saviour of many millions 
yet unborn” | 


—SEWEL - 





**Saviour of many millions yet un- 
born”’ was the tribute of the English 
poet Sewel to Dr. Thomas Sydenham. 
Born in 1624, this great physician 
was laid to his eternal rest at St. 
James, Piccadilly, in 1689. But the 
fame of Dr. Sydenham has not died. 
His is one of those imperishable 
names in the history of medicine and 
pharmacy. Sydenham’s Laudanum is 
said to be still the most widely used 
liquid form of opium in continental 
Europe. 

Every physician, broadly speak- 
ing, affects the lives of coming gen- 
erations in his everyday work with 
his everyday patients. But each age 
produces physicians who hand down 
definite and concrete aid to the peo- 
ple yet unborn. Among these may 
be listed Dr. Henry Drysdale Dakin 
and Dr. Alexis Carrel. The demand 
of the World War for a germicide 
to meet the terrible conditions of 
modern warfare was answered at 
length by these men. There was 
evolved the biochemical principle of 
wound irrigation by a solution of 


sodium hypochlorite. 

The modern antiseptic Zonite is a 
stabilized form of the Carrel-Dakin 
solution. Zonite is sodium hypo- 
chlorite, electrolytically prepared to 
insure stability. Its use is indicated 
wherever germicidal action is -e- 
quired upon the skin or accessible 
membranes of the body. It is a refine- 
ment in antiseptics, non-toxic and 
non-irritating. Yet it has more germ- 
killing power than any safe dilution 
of carbolic acid. 

The medical profession finds Zonite 
admirably suited to its needs for an 
antiseptic. It has marked penetrating 
quality. It is positive in action. It is 
adaptable to a variety of techniques. 
Zonite is thoroughly standardized and 
maintains its chlorine strength indefi- 
nitely. It is economical and always 
ready to use. It can be recommended to 
patients, with the utmost confidence. 

We shall be pleased to send you a 
bottle of Zonite and professional lit- 
erature. Write: Zonite Products Cor- 
poration, Chrysler Building, New 
York, N. Y. 
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A Wholesome Breakfast 


Bananas and 


Shredded Wheat with Milk 


Delicious, yes, and also a highly 
nutritious and health-building 
breakfast for children and adults. 

No need to tell you that such 
a breakfast provides all the vita- 
mins and most of the essential 
minerals required by the body; 
and that it is rich in carbohy- 
drates and other available sources 
of energy. In addition, this break- 
fast food has mildly laxative 
qualities. Its fibrous bran cellu- 
lose content furnishes intestinal 


bulk to relieve constipation, 


<> 





SHREDDED 


100% WHOLE WHEAT—100% WHOLESOME 
Phase be sure to get this package with the picture 
oy Niagara Falls and the N. B. C. Uneeda Seal. 


without the irritation of the 
colon that may occur from eat- 
ing coarse bran. The double-cook- 
ing process by which Shredded 
Wheat is made improves its 
digestibility. 

Shredded Wheat is recom- 
mended by physicians because 
it is composed of 100% whole 
wheat with all its bran, vita- 
mins and minerals, including 
calcium and phosphorus. Noth- 
ing is added, nothing is taken 


away. 
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Eagle Eyes 
To the Editor: 

The skill of your art editor in produc- 
ing a most attractive magazine is con- 
sistently beyond question. But to me 
there appeared to be something lacking 
on the November cover. 

Of what significance is the laying of 
an axe head on a grindstone with no 
one to turn the crank? 

In my farm experience axes were never 
sharpened in that manner. 

Lewis A. Hopkins, M.D. 
Tacoma, Washington 


To the Editor: 
That November cover—how come? 
Edwin C. McMullen, M.D. 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 


[To Drs. Hopkins and McMul- 
len, as well as to several score of 
other readers, MEDICAL ECONOM- 
Ics offers its compliments on their 
powers of observation. 

An incongruous cover did ap- 
pear on the November issue, but 
not inadvertently. The response 
has supplied a gratifying indica- 
tion of the care with which the 
magazine is read.—ED.] 


Pensions for Doctors 


To the Editor: 

From a letter of mine which was pub- 
lished in the July issue of MEDICAL 
ECONOMICS (and also in the Medical 
World) I have received more than one 
thousand replies, lauding the idea of an 
old-age pension for doctors who have 
had forty years’ service or have attained 
the age of 65. 

There are hundreds of physicians all 
over the country who are incapacitated 
for one reason or another and cannot 
earn even enough money to pay for the 
bare necessities of life. These men would 
welcome a pension, and they deserve it. 
Others, too, overtnken by old age, are 
financially destitute. 

Generally speaking, only about one per 
cent of all doctors of medicine in the 
United States can retire at the age of 
65 (or at any other age) and declare 
their independence. Only about one per 
cent can quit the steady grind of day 
and night service to suffering humanity 





ont find themselves on easy street for 
ife. 

I find, after investigation, that if each 
of us paid into a common fund two per 
cent of our monthly income (minimum: 
$2 a month), plus a possible addition of 
one per cent by the Government, this 
would take care nicely of the pensions 
we so badly need. 

C. W. Baynham, M.D. 
Amarillo, Texas 


Salaried Men Upheld 
To the Editor: 


I have read with interest the article, 
“Doctors, Dollars, and Disease,” in the 
November number of your’ valuable 
magazine. 

When I graduated from the College of 
Medicine, University of Illinois, many 
years ago, I swore by ail that was holy 
that I would never practice medicine 
for any institution that employed doc ors 
on a salary. I had it firmly fixed in my 
mind that a doctor who practiced on a 
salary was of mediocre caliber, and 
therefore not able to make a living in 
the regular way. 

I now know from experience that the 
men on salaries are free from worries 
connected with the collection of accounts. 
And I am sure that their incomes are, 
on the average, as large as those of 
private practitioners. 

Officers in the medical corps of the 
Army and Navy are on salaries, and 
positions are eagerly souzht. The medi- 
cal personnel of the Ford hospital are 
salaried men, and are regarded a little 
enviously by the private practitioners of 
Detroit. The men in the Rockefeller 
Foundation are all salaried men. Many 
other units could be mentioned where the 
medical men are salaried. 

Not only do they not lose prestige, but 
they are regarded, on the other hand, as 
men of eminence. Hence, the statement 
that the doctor is belittled by being put 
on a salary carries no weight whatever. 

To those who will cry anathema upon 
me for this plain speaking, I call atten- 
tion to the sanitation of the Panama 
Canal Zone, which was made possible 
by a modest doctor employed on a salary- 
Yellow fever was successfully investi- 
gated by men on salaries. Other thing. 
that have been accomplished by salaried 
men in medicine are the discovery of the 
cause and cure of pellagra; successful 
investigations of Rocky Mountain spotted 
fever, Malta fever, scarlet fever, leprosy, 
malaria, typhus fever, typhoid fever, 
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social diseases, cholera control through 
the eradication of rats, the deer fly fever 
in Utah in 1919, control of the plague, 
the purification of polluted oysters. 

With medicine organized on the model 
of the Army and Navy, and with all 
doctors on salaries, there would be no 
incentive to perform unnecessary opera- 
tions or to split fees. At least 50 per 
cent of all operations would be elimin- 
ated. The operations that were done 
would be performed at the hands of ex- 
perienced men. 

Also, with doctors on salaries, there 
would be fewer urgent recommendations 
to have tonsils, teeth, adenoids, and ap- 
pendices removed. And, last but not 
least, there would be cooperation among 
medical men instead of envy, jealousy, 
and other discordant feelings. 

am for coordinating the medical 
profession and giving medical advice to 
the public as it is given to the soldiers 
and sailors. There will be less disease, 
the doctors will be better off, and dollars 
will be saved. 
Herbert B. Wentz, M.D. 
Elkins, Arkansas 


Affiliated Underwriters 


To the Editor: 

This is in response to your recent 
letter inquiring about the Affiliated Un- 
derwriters Loan and Finance Co., Inc., 
of Evanston, Illinois. 

We have received a number of com- 
plaints against this company. These 
complaints are to the effect that sales- 
men represent that the company will buy 
accounts, and that such purchases are 
not made. 

Other representations are that collec- 
tions will be handled personally, although 
this is not done; and that debtors will 
be asked to sign notes payable to the 
collection agency for the amount owed, 
after which the collection agency will pay 
the creditor 70 per cent of the face of 
the notes. Complaints indicate that 
debtors are not asked to sign such notes, 
but immediately receive collection letters 
from the agency. 

Robert N. Smiley 
Chicago Better Business Bureau 


[Note to readers of MEDICAL 
ECONOMICS who have written in, 
asking for information on this 
topic: A complete report on the 





Affiliated Underwriters Loan and 
Finance Co., Inc., and its affiliate, 
the Birdsell Loan and Finance 
Co., Ine., is available from the 
Chicago Better Business Bureau. 
—ED.] 

* 


Food for the Socialists 
To the Editor: 

After the War of 1870 there was a 
rising demand in Germany for socialism. 
Bismarck was not a radical Marxian, but 
he did lend a willing ear to the voice of 
the people as any political leader must. 
Gradually one great interest after an- 
other came to him and showed him that 
socialism should not be allowed to ruin 
institutions which were the backbone of 
the nation. 

Still the public clamor for socialism 
grew, until finally it came to a point 
where, just as the Roman emperor was 
forced to feed a few martyrs to the lions 
to satisfy the people, Bismarck was 
forced to throw something to the social- 
ists. In 1883 state medicine in Germany 
was the means of satisfying this clamor. 

Will history repeat itself? Will the 
most defenseless group, the most poorly 
organized group, the one group weakened 
internally by factions and criticism of 
fellow members, be fed to the people to 
satisfy this appetite? 

M.D., 


Ohio 
. 


Antisemitism 
To the Editor: 


An article appearing in the August 
number of your valued publication, en- 
titled, ‘““‘These Towns Need Physicians,”’ 
has prompted me to solicit further infor- 
mation... 

It is a well recognized fact that in 
many (if not in all) small communities, 
the religious element plays a most im- 
portant part in making possible a suc- 
cessful, paying practice. It appears to 
be an absolute essential for physicians 
and members of their respective families 
to participate actively in church affairs; 
for it is around these affairs that the 
communal and civic life of their commu- 
nity revolves. 

This deduction is substantiated by the 
numerous articles that have appeared 


[Continued on page 65] 
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Effective LAXATIVE 
MEDICATION 


Sodium Glycocholate......../4 gr. 
Sodium Taurocholate........!/4 gr. 
Phenolphthalein ... ............ V/ gr. 
Extract Cascara Vp gr. 
Aloin ..... vag gr. 


TABLETS 


OXIPHEN 


Oxiphen Tablets are particularly without losing their effect, and 





useful in habitual constipation be- without an increase in dosage and, 
cause they produce gentle, yet effec- as normal function is re-estab- 


tive laxative action throughout the lished, the dosage may be gradually 
intestinal tract, stimulating activity withdrawn without a return of the 
of both the secretory organs and condition. The formula contains no 
the intestinal musculature. They toxic drugs, and does not produce 
may be used over extended periods the “cathartic habit”. 


The Oxiphen formula combines the hepatic stimulant and chologogue 
action of the bile salts (“the only reliable chologogue known’”—Cushny) 
with the tonic laxative effect of cascara, the simple laxative action of 
phenolphthalein and the stimulant action of aloin on the colon. Kindly 
use the coupon for literature and clinical sample. 


PITMAN-MOORE COMPANY 


Indianapolis 


PITMAN-MOORE COMPANY, Indianapolis. ME-12-34 


You may send me a samplc of Oxiphen Tablets for clinical use. 
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Here’s a handy new 
DRYBAK spool 


® An innovation which the profession has 
already accorded a hearty welcome is Tri- 
Wide Drybak. In the standard Johnson & 
Johnson Cartridge Spool we haveassembled 
three widths of adhesive plaster which are 
most useful in average practice. They per- 
mit neater and more effective dressings. 
These most popular widths are 4", 2" and 
4", and the Tri-Wide Spool contains 5 
yards of each width. Drybak, of course, is 
the famous Waterproof Adhesive Plaster 
which permits patients to pursue a more 
normal routine. Keep a spool of Tri-Wide 





Drybak in your office and in your bag. ORDER FROM YOUR DEALER 


TRI-WIDE DRYBAK 


another new product of 


( NEW BRUNSWICK, N. J \ CHICAGO, ILL. 


== PROFESSIONAL SERVICE DEPARTMENT 
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2 Shortening the 
raced with TE Panicin tenis — Convalescent 


during the convalescent period, . 
when vitality and strength are at Pe 4 | O d 
a low ebb, and the appetite for 
strength-giving foods is seriously 
impaired. 
Here is where Ovaltine may 
prove invaluable. 


When made according to direc- 
tions, it provides not only a re- 
freshing pick-up beverage, but one 
which often stimulates the appe- 
tite for other nourishing foods. 


Ovaltine adds food quality in a 
readily digested, liquid form. It 
increases considerably the diges- 
tibility of milk, adds vital food 
elements such as the essential 
minerals—iron, calcium, phos- 
phorus—and vitamins, including 
the appetite-promoting Vitamin B. 











Fill in the Coupon 
for Professional Sample 


Why not let us send you a trial supply 
of Ovaltine? If you are a physician, 
dentist or nurse, you are entitled to a 
regular package. Send coupon together 
with your card, letterhead, or other in- 
dication of your professional standing. 











is offer is limited only to practicing 
physicians, dentists and nurses 












Tue Wanver Company Dept. ME 12 
180 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, Ill. 

Please send me, without charge, aregu’ 
lar size package of Ovaltine. Evidence 
of my professional standing is enclosed 





OVA LTINE 
The Swiss Food - Drink> 


Manufactured under license in U.S.A. 
according to original Swiss formula, 










Canadian subscribers should address 
compen s to A. Wander, Ltd — od 
Park, Peterborough, 
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Health Insurance 


An ideal, a makeshift, an abomination— 
according to taste. MEDICAL ECONOMICS 
outlines the story of health insurance in four 


parts, starting on the following page. 





Index 


PART I: ITS EUROPEAN BACKGROUND........ Page 12 


(How health insurance began. Growth of 
the idea through 50 years. What those on 
the Continent think of it.) 


PART II: A PANACEA FOR THE UNITED 

GIB Ts issssecticccssasdbotsusireccscsenntsoeenenacere Page 15 
(The virtues and vices of health insur- 
ance, as they would apply in this country.) 

PART III: WASHINGTON WEIGHS IT.......... Page 16 


(Facts and news about the medical ad- 
visory organization of the President’s 
Committee on Economic Security.) 


PARE TVs OURO si ccccecsssassrnscriescccicssstccsss .Page 19 


(What’s ahead for the private physician. 
Government policy defined.) 

















Part One: 


HAT is health insurance? 

It has been variously de- 
fined. Perhaps the simplest in- 
clusive definition is this: 

Health insurance is a procedure 
whereby the individual, aided 
sometimes by his employer and/or 
the state, pays in advance a stipu- 
lated sum of money to guarantee 
payment of the costs of medical 
and hospital care in the event of 
illness. 

It is a peculiar corollary on the 
development of health insurance 
abroad that it began in several 
countries as a political issue. Ap- 
parently, those responsible for 
its adoption were less concerned 
with ideals of better health than 
they were with the thought of 
creating a bureaucracy through 
which patronage might be handed 
out to the faithful. 

Bismarck, the father of health 
insurance, seems to have regard- 
ed his offspring as a means, 
rather than an end. He is known 
now to have introduced the idea 
in 1883 as a method of halting 
the growing momentum of the 
German socialist movement. 

In Great Britain a similar tab- 
leau was enacted. Lloyd George 
sponsored health insurance legis- 
lation primarily for political 
reasons. 

Germany and England are not 
the only examples, either. Evi- 
dence brought to light in recent 
years indicates that systems of 
insurance against the hazards of 
sickness were introduced in a 
number of other countries at 
times when the wage-earning 
classes wielded little or no power 
in the field of government. The 
motives behind such insurance 
laws were frequently political in 
character. 


Its European 


CONTINENTALS DIVIDED 


During the past 51 years, more 
than 40 nations, following Ger- 
many’s lead, have adopted forms 
of sickness insurance. Many of 
these systems were started on a 
voluntary basis, but the tendency 
has been persistently toward the 
compulsory type. 

In Great Britain, for example, 
all employed workers earning 
less than £250 a year are obliged 
to insure themselves to receive 
medical services in case of sick- 
ness. In Germany the compul- 
sory health insurance law extends 
to almost two-thirds of the entire 
population. Other European coun- 
tries present a similar picture. 

It is a matter of record that 
these compulsory plans generally 
start with a relatively small pro- 
portion of the wage-earners, 
those with incomes below the 
comfort level of subsistence. 
Then, one group after another is 
brought under the provisions of 
the system, until finally almost 
all wage-earners and even some 
salaried workers are included. 

In order to portray as clearly 
and simply as possible the back- 
ground of the question of social- 
ized medicine in this country, 
there follows at the end of this 
article a summary of the essen- 
tial facts relating to the leading 
systems of health insurance 
abroad. 

© 


Obviously, the most important 
consideration in any review of 
health insurance in Europe is 
this: Have these plans worked 
out to the satisfaction of the pub- 
lic and the medical profession? 

At this point, in attempting to 
answer this question, the investi- 
gator finds himself confronted by 
a blank wall. 
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Background 


IN THEIR OPINION OF HEALTH 


No one seems to be able to say 
conclusively whether health in- 
surance in Europe as a whole has 
been a success or not. Several 
surveys have been made by more 
or less prejudiced groups, with the 
result that the reply is usually 
an emphatic YES or NO. 

Simons and Sinai made the 
statement in 1932 in their book 
The Way of Health Insurance 
that “There is practically no im- 
portant opposition to the principle 
of health insurance in any coun- 
try where it now exists. There :s 
criticism in plenty and constant 
effort to change details, but no 


Below—Symbol of Ger 
man imperialism: the Bran- 
denburg Gate in Berlin. 
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agitation for the repeal of the 
system as a whole and no sugges- 
tion to return to the conditions 
of pre-insurance days... 

“There is practically no oppo- 
sition in the medical professions 
of any insurance country to the 
principle of insurance. In spite 
of sharp criticisms and violent 
denunciations of details, the na- 
tional associations of physicians 
and dentists have, over and over, 
formally approved the provision 
of health care to the lower-income 
classes through insurance...” 

An opposite conclusion appears 
to have been reached in 1931 by 
the International Medical Asso- 
ciation, which sent a question- 
naire to medical societies of those 
countries in which sickness insur- 
ance is practiced. Among the 
points raised in the questionnaire 


[Continued on page 99] 


















































Drawing by George Clark 


“Nonsense! Put this in your purse. 


It's worth something to me to know 


that my patient gets the proper food.” 
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Part Two: A Panacea 





for the United States? 


AN IMPARTIAL EVALUATION OF HEALTH 
INSURANCE — FROM THE STAND- 
POINT OF THE AMERICAN PHYSICIAN 


OMPULSORY health insur- 

ance is before the bar of 
public opinion. The question at 
issue is whether it shall be admit- 
ted to this country or barred as 
an undesirable alien. 

Eminent counsel have argued 
on both sides of the question. 
What are some of the facts the 
jury must consider before render- 
ing its decision? 

To evaluate the effects of.obli- 
gatory pre-payment for sickness 
on American life, it is not suffi- 
cient to losk to Europe. Com- 
parisons are apt to be misleading 
unless they proceed from a com- 
mon starting point. 

At no time did the European 
nations that now have compulsory 
health insurance enjoy the level 
of medical care which is available 
to the mass of the American 
people today. Conditions that 
may rightfully be construed as 
an advance in Germany or Great 
Britain would in many cases be a 
retrogression here. 


Compulsory health insurance, 
as it is envisaged for the United 
States, must be judged from 
three aspects: its effects on the 
sick, on the medical profession, 
and on the community as a whole. 
This is the only gauge that gives 
concrete results. 

The patient is primarily inter- 
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ested in two factors: his health 
and his purse. The foundations 
and health officers who are press- 
ing the cause of obligatory sick- 
ness insurance assure him that 
both will benefit. They depict 
the road to health as lined with 
elaborate medical services, and 
affirm that the distribution of 
costs over the entire population 
would make it easy even for indi- 
viduals in the low-income classes 
to purchase whatever care they 
need. 
® 


Unfortunately, this optimistic 
picture does not coincide with 
actual experience. In Europe 
obligatory prepayment has been 
accompanied by a striking in- 
crease in morbidity. Illness rates 
have been swelled not merely by 
a vast amount of malingering but 
by the steady development of 
compensation neuroses. 

On the financial side, far from 
aiding the poor and lower middle 
class, compulsory health insur- 
ance shifts the burden of medical 
care to their shoulders. Statis- 
tics collected by the Committee 
on the Costs of Medical Care 
indicate that in a normal year 
90 per cent of the population is 
able to defray the expenses of 
illness out of current income. 
Only 10 per cent suffer from the 
serious diseases that entail heavy 
[Continued on page 73] 



















Part Three: Washington 





AN INSIGHT INTO THE WORK OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC SECURITY 


NTO the North Room of Wash- 

ington’s Mayflower Hotel, at 2 
o’clock, November 15, walked ten 
physicians, prepared to deliber- 
ate the future of American 
medicine. 

These men had been named by 
Labor-Secretary Perkins as an 
advisory group to aid in the work 
of the President’s Committee on 
Economic Security. Specifically, 
their job was—and is—to study 
the economic problems arising 
out of illness among low-income 
families. 

e 

The Committee on Economic 
Security, it will be remembered, 
was created by President Roose- 





Secretary of Labor Frances 
Perkins addressing the medical 
advisory board. 


velt late in June to investigate 
the question of economic security 
for the individual. The purpose 
of the study as announced at that 
time was to provide a basis for 
the formulation of social legisla- 
tion to be introduced at the 1934- 
35 session of Congress. 

Owing to the variety of sub- 
jects scheduled to receive the con- 
sideration of the Committee on 
Economic Security, several col- 
laborating bodies had to be 
selected to assist in the work. 
This human pyramid is capped by 
the President. Next come the five 
members of the Committee on 
Economic Security. Then an ad- 
visory council of 19 men and 
women, chosen to help determine 
the broad general policies of the 
program. And, finally, several 
subcommittees of advisors: medi- 
cal, dental, public health, hospital, 
and so on. The personnel of 
those groups with which the pri- 
vate physician will be concerned 
are listed on page 18. 

It is interesting to note in con- 
nection with the organization of 
the medical advisory committee 
that all selections were made on 
an individual basis, no organiza- 
tions having been asked for nomi- 
nations. For instance, Dr. Robert 
Greenough, president of the 
American College of Surgeons, is 
participating in the work as an 
individual, not in his official ca- 
pacity as president of the Col- 
lege. The same is true of Dr. 
George Piersol and Dr. Walter 
Bierring, past president and 
president, respectively, of the 
American College of Physicians 
and the American Medical Asso- 
ciation. 


There is no questioning the 
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fact that the men chosen to con- 
stitute the medical advisory com- 
mittee are physicians of real emi- 
nence. On the other hand, the 
majority of them possess such 
strong institutional connections 
that it is problematical how 
closely their recommenaations will 
coincide with those the average 
private practitioner would be 
likely to favor. 

It was the avowed purpose of 





% Medical riders on the Washington 
Merry-Go-Round—all members of the 


advisory staff (pictured in clockwise 
order): James Alexander Miller, M.D. 
(profile); Thomas Parran Jr., M.D.; 
Robert B. Greenough, M.D.; Harvey 
Cushing, M.D.; George Crile, M.D.; 
Walter L. Bierring, M.D.; George M. 
Piersol, M.D. 
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the Committee on Economic Se- 
curity to choose its medical col- 
laborators from the ranks of both 
conservative and liberal groups 
of doctors. If there is any over- 
balance—which seems possible— 
it is in the direction of liberalism 
and change, not toward the side 
of conservatism. 

Although they are not members 
of the medical advisory commit- 
tee, Edgar Sydenstricker and 
I. S. Falk of the Milbank Memo- 
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rial Fund have been placed in 
charge of the committee’s studies 
—a significant factor. Among 
these studies is an elaborate in- 
vestigation entitled ‘Provisions 
for Meeting the Economic Risks 
of Illness.” 

The purpose of the research 
work now being undertaken by 
the committee is to find a way to 
bring adequate medical care 
within reach of those in the low- 

[Continued on page 69| 
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Part Four: Outlook 





WHAT THIS ADMINISTRATION 
MAY BE EXPECTED TO DO 
ABOUT HEALTH INSURANCE 


N his address at the White 

House on November 14 to the 
National Conference on Economic 
Security, President Roosevelt de- 
scribed the problem of economic 
loss due to sickness as “a very 
serious matter for many families 
with and without incomes, and, 
therefore, an unfair burden upon 
the medical profession. 

“Whether we come to this form 
of insurance soon or later,” he 
pointed out, “I am confident that 
we can devise a system which 
will enhance and not hinder the 
remarkable progress which has 
been made and is being made in 
the practice of the profession of 
medicine and surgery in _ the 
United States... 

“At this time we are deciding 
on long-time objectives. We are 
developing a plan of administra- 
tion into which can be fitted the 
various parts of the security pro- 
gram when it is time to do so.” 


The day following the Presi- 
dent’s security address, Miss 
Perkins called a special press 
conference to explain that Mr. 
Roosevelt did not say what 
a great many of his listeners 
thought he said. Particularly did 
she emphasize the fact that the 
President had not meant to dis- 
courage early action on such se- 
curity measures as health insur- 
ance. At least “a start” toward 
these plans would be included in 
the immediate program, she said. 

Mr. Roosevelt’s apparent in- 
tention is to encourage his multi- 


tude of counselors to continue the 
pursuit of their special studies, 
reserving the right to himself, 
when they make their recommen- 
dations, of deciding which shall 
and which shall not be forwarded 
to Congress. 

Judging from remarks he has 
made publicly, he will give his 
support, when the time comes, 
only to such social security meas- 
ures as he believes are actuari- 
ally sound. He does not lend a 
ready ear to advisors who urge 
him to forget about the actuaries 
and rush his plans through as 
quickly as possible. 


Before the President submits 
any health insurance plan to 
Congress, of course, the medical 
advisory committee must make its 
recommendations to the cabinet 
committee, which, in turn, will 
forward them to the White House. 
A cause for much speculation at 
the moment, then, is what the 
medical advisory committee will 
advise. 

Since the members of the com- 
mittee themselves do not know at 
the time of this writing what 
decision they will reach, it is im- 
possible to make a definite fore- 
cast in this respect. Considering 
all the aspects of the situation, 
and modifying them in the light 
of such personal talks as have 
taken place with committee 
members, it seems probable that 
the only recommendation the 
medical section will offer is for 
a continuing study of the prob- 

[Continued on page 111] 








"Here you address, en masse, 


the very people who will 


make up your clientele." 


“—"HE name gets known, and 
that’s the thing, my boy, in 
the medical way!” 

If you read Dickens you will 
recall this bit of advice from 
Bob Sawyer, the “young saw- 
bones” in Pickwick Papers. You 
may also remember the uncon- 
ventional schemes Mr. Sawyer in- 
vented to get his name before an 
indifferent public. 

Sawyer’s tactics were peculiar 
to himself; but his problem has 
been the heritage of nearly every 
physician, from that day to this, 
who has set out upon private 
practice. 

Modern ethics do not counte- 
nance the sending out of boys to 
“double knoc” on the wrong 
doors. But the temptation to do 
this, or something equally drastic, 
is hard to resist when the wait- 
ing room is guiltless of visitors. 


Contacts — 


Oddly enough, one social re- 
form which Dickens sought to 
establish is now affording am- 
bitious medical men the oppor- 
tunity which the Bob Sawyer of 
fiction tried to manufacture for 
himself. This is the public school. 
The public school has given birth 
to the Parent-Teacher Associa- 
tion; and this, in turn, to the wel- 
fare program that is proving such 
a boon to the physician who seeks 
a foothold in his community. 

As a nation-wide organization, 
formed to promote child welfare 
and to foster better relations be- 
tween the school and home, the 
PTA depends largely for its suc- 
cess upon the cooperation of the 
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via the PTA 


medical profession—neighborhood 
physicians chiefly. And it is 
this circumstance which has 
created a nearly perfect oppor- 
tunity for the medical man to 
establish himself. 

In every school district in the 
land, whether rural or metropoli- 
tan, the services of earnest phy- 
Sicilians are needed in the PTA 
program. If your private prac- 
tice needs the stimulus of wider 
contacts; if you are willing to 
give a little of your time and 
knowledge to make such contacts 
possible; then by all means con- 
sider what you can do for the 
PTA. And for yourself. 

There are numerous ramifica- 
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By LESLIE 
HOSKINS 


tions to PTA work, but the great- 
est need is for qualified physi- 
cians to speak at the monthly 
meetings held in every grade 
school. As a rule the meetings 
are held in the school auditorium 
in mid-afternoon. Every third 
meeting, however, is an evening 
one, out of consideration for the 
male parents. 

The PTA membership consists 
of the school faculty and the 
parents of enrolled children. Can 
you fancy yourself in a position 
more advantageous than one 
where you are addressing, en 
masse, the very people who will 
make up your clientele? 

These talks, of course, center 
about the child. Anything per- 
taining to his physical and mental 
well-being is pertinent: from the 
care of the teeth to practical psy- 

[Continued on page 113] 
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A Prescription 


THREE WAYS TO PROTECT PURCHASING 


v= physician who has learned 
how to collect some of his 
hard earned fees and who has 
been through the experience of 
buying investment junk may feel 
that he is now in a position to 
weather the worst financial 
storms. But is he? 

In days gone by, when a dollar 
was a dollar, it was customary 
for the individual to allot part of 
his income for living expenses 
and save the rest. But now, and 
for the next few years, a new 
factor has been introduced. It is 
necessary to consider not only the 
number of dollars remaining 
after expenses have been paid, 
but what will happen to the size 
of each of these dollars as well. 





Devaluation and inflation by 
means of silver currency and 
credit expansion are the basic 
eauses of this new uncertainty. 
Their significance can be grasped 
from a brief explanation of their 
effects. 

Reducing the amount of gold 
in the dollar is very much the 
same as using a smaller “bushel” 
basket for measuring wheat. If 
this were done, the number of 
bushels of wheat produced would 
seem to be larger than before, 
solely because the size of the 
measuring device had been re- 
duced. 

Now gold is the definite meas- 
uring instrument in terms of 
which we can state the value of 
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most commodities. The common 
denominator involved which 
makes it possible to measure the 
value of goods in terms of gold is 
the cost of production in each 
case. The human effort required 
to produce an ounce of gold, when 
divided into the human effort re- 
quired to produce a house, for in- 
stance, makes it possible for us 
to state the value of the building 
in terms of ounces of gold or of 
gold dollars. 

Obviously, a reduction of the 
amount of gold in the dollar 
means that a smaller number of 
human effort units is required to 
produce the dollar. Therefore, 
the number of these new dollars 
which are required to equal the 








faster rate than new goods are 
produced. 

It is plain enough that pur- 
chasing power, either in the form 
of currency which one carries in 
one’s pocket or a checking ac- 
count, makes possible the demand 
for goods. Clearly, new injec- 
tions of purchasing power into 
the channels of business mean an 
increased demand for goods of all 
kinds. And, as even the tyro in 
the field of economics realizes, 
when demand increases more 
rapidly than supply, rising prices 
result. 

The remonetization of silver is 
a definitely inflationary step be- 
cause it means the injection of 
new purchasing power into the 


for the Doctor's Dollar 


POWER UNDER CONTINUED 


value of any other article pro- 
duced is increased in inverse pro- 
portion to the reduction in the 
gold content of the dollar. 

This is just another way of 
saying that when the full effects 
of dollar devaluation have been 
worked out, prices in general will 
be much higher than they have 
been in the past two years. 

Inflation is a word carrying 
many divers implications to stu- 
dents of monetary theory. It 
would be difficult indeed to satis- 
fy the terminological hair-split- 
ters with a definition of it. How- 
ever, for our purposes here, it 
will be used to mean the addition 
of money or credit to the purchas- 
Ing power in circulation at a 





INFLATION 


channels of trade. Formerly, 
new production of gold and cur- 
rent production of goods were 
the primary sources of additional 
purchasing power. Now, how- 
ever, there will be added to the 
normal amounts of money and 
checks in circulation still more 
currency issued in exchange for 
silver. 

Supplementing the effects on 
the price level of dollar devalua- 
tion and silver remonetization, 
there is almost certain to be some 
measure of credit inflation. In 
fact, this has already begun 
through the process of selling 
government securities to the 
banking system. In general, the 
[Continued on page 87] 
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The adjective "modernistic," as applied to a 
physician's office, may suggest garish appointments 
and anguiar, uncomfortable furniture. In the recep- 
tion room above, however, enough restraint has 
been used to make the result pleasing even to the 
most critical patient. 
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A Medical Office in 





the Modern Manner 


OT many years ago every 

dignified office—whether oc- 
cupied by a physician, lawyer, or 
professor—had to be decorated in 
tan, ivory, or brown. If it was 
not, it overstepped the bounds of 
conservatism. 

Today, this rule is obsolete. 
Professional men’s offices are be- 
coming increasingly individual. 
Conservative they remain, it’s 
true. But they’re not all of one 
army, alike in their uniform of 
tan. 

Grey, as a change from tan, 
made its appearance first; .then 
green; then the several shades of 
blue; and, more recently, the va- 
rious rust effects suggestive of a 
late autumn landscape. 


The illustrations on these pages 
show an interesting combination 
of green in different tones. The 
spirit of the furniture in this 
doctor’s waiting room is modern, 
but so simple of line and so es- 
sentially practical that it readily 
justifies a change from the con- 
ventional oak or walnut furniture 
in localities and surroundings 
that lend themselves to this less 
strictly conventional treatment. 

The walls of the room are cov- 
ered with waterproof wallpaper. 
Here, the background is green, 
and there are several bars of 
green of a slightly darker shade, 
forming an indistinct but highly 
effective pattern. 

The plain rug is a deeper green 
and the comfortable divan and 
chairs are covered in two shades 
of green repp—a fresh color ar- 
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rangement that gives charm to a 
practical, long wearing material. 

There are no windows in this 
small room, but on the walls are 
two or three brightly colored 
prints of flowers and fruits, 
drawn boldly and simply. The 
lighting is indirect, emanating 
from a large central fixture of 
silver metal and white glass. 

The consistent use of different 
shades of green in furniture and 
wall decoration makes almost 
any small room seem larger. At 
the same time, it imparts a rest- 
ful, quiet feeling, and is pleasant- 
ly distinctive. 

The expense entailed in fur- 
nishing and decorating the recep- 
tion room shown was relatively 
moderate. To duplicate it should 
not cost much more than $400 
(including rug, pictures, wall- 
paper, and furniture), provided 
the room is, like this one, fairly 
small. 

a 


The private office of the doc- 
tor, opening into this waiting 
room, likewise strikes a new note 
in decoration. Its walls are cov- 
ered with plain gray paper in a 
warm tone. The windows have 
no curtains, their panes being of 
ground glass, their frames 
painted black. 

There are long’ trough-like 
lights at the tops of the walls, 
providing restful, indirect illum- 
ination. Floors are covered with 
dark gray linoleum. 

The doctor’s desk and other 
furniture are walnut, relieved by 
an occasional chair upholstered 

















in black leather. 

An office of this type might be 
earried out in other color com- 
binations if grey and green were 
not pleasing to the owner. For 
instance, in the case of the prac- 


MEDICAL ECONOMICS 


An effect of bare- 
ness in this room 
is nicely avoided 
through the use of 
an unusual wall- 
paper design. 














titioner who still feels the browns 
are to be preferred, a light gold 
color, and dark brown would 
make a most inviting waiting 
room of the same character as 

[Continued on page 119] 








A corner 
of the 
consulta- 
tion room. 
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My Patients Write 
Their Own Ticket 


By FRANK HOWARD RICHARDSON, M.D. 


i a patient to question the 
amount of his doctor’s bill, 
some physicians believe, savors of 
lése-majesté, incitement to riot, 
and insult of the rankest kind. 

Unspeakably offended by such 
action, they decline even to talk 
about it. They have been indicted 
of dishonesty, of extortion. To 
admit the matter to discussion at 
all would be undignified and self- 
belittling, hence out of the ques- 
tion. 

Now this attitude may have 
harmonized well enough with the 
Prince Albert coat and silk hat 
of the pompous Nineties. “But 
that era and all that went with it 
have fallen into the discard. 
Frankness and plain talk are now 
the order of the day. And why 
not? 

If a patient honestly feels that 
his bill for medical services is too 
high, he’s going to inquire about 
it. Whether or not he has a justi- 
fiable grievance, he’s entitled to 
air what’s on his mind and re- 
ceive a rational explanation from 
the physician in the case. In fact, 
he should be encouraged to do so. 

It is not easy, I realize, to 
handle complaints of this kind 
tactfully. So, for the benefit of 
the majority of my colleagues 
who, from time to time, are con- 
fronted with disputed accounts, I 
shall recite what my own experi- 
ence has shown to be an effective 
way of dealing with the problem. 

Now and then a patient tells 
me candidly that he thinks he has 
been charged too much. Occa- 
sionally I merely sense this feel- 
ing in someone I’ve treated. 


Either way, I give him ample 
opportunity to get the matter off 
his chest. I even ask him to state 
his grievance if I suspect he has 
one. For I am unwilling that 
anyone shall leave my office with 
the conviction that he has been 
dealt with unfairly. 

When a patient has stated his 
complaint, I do not at once try to 
justify my bill. The response I 
give him has come to partake al- 
most of the nature of a formula, 
varied merely in its wording. 
This is essentially what I say: 

“We have only one rule here 
about bills, Mr. Smith: The pa- 
tient called upon to pay one must 
be satisfied that he has received 
his moneys worth. 

“T have made out your bill in 
accordance with a general fee 
schedule we use here, paring the 
charge a little in your favor, as 
it happens. Nevertheless, the 
practice of medicine isn’t like 
selling groceries or hardware. I 
have no unit cost for each item, 


[Continued on page 121} 


Sometimes the patient 
sincerely believes he 
has been overcharged. 
What should his physi- 
cian do about it? 





OCTORS are notorious for 
their lack of sales resistance. 

It may be this weakness which 
makes them so_ susceptible to 
“joining” —a malady common 
among Americans but especially 
marked in the medical profession. 
Aesculapius, Jr. may need new 
shoes and Frau Doktor may look 
painfully shabby in last year’s 
hat, but Pater Familias, M. D., 
persists in joining new societies 
and handing out a small but use- 
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The High Cost of 


ful portion of his yearly income 
for dues. 

In villages and small towns, 
where the number of physicians 
is small, there is no incentive to 
form extra societies. A practi- 
tioner belongs to his regular 
county organization, to his hospi- 
tal association if he harzens to 
have institutional connections, 
and perhaps to a national society 
devoted to some special field in 
which he is interested. 























In large cities the situation is 
different. There “joining” reaches 
its most formidable dimensions. 
The physician who belongs only 
to the two or three societies enu- 
merated above is to all intents 
and purposes a maverick. There 
are medical associations for every 
section of the city, for every lin- 
guistic and racial group, and for 
many shades of political thought. 

In a single borough of a cer- 
tain large Eastern city that has 


a 
Joining ° By I. K. BROWN 








an active county medical associa- 
tion and an Academy of Medicine 
with special sections for every 
specialty, there are thirteen gen- 
eral societies, more than eighteen 
special societies, close to a dozen 
racial groups, and a scattering of 
organizations devoted to econom- 
ic and political questions. This 
in a single borough! 

A sister borough has over 
eighteen medical societies in ad- 
[Continued on page 127] 














THE TIME 


WHETHER we class ourselves as Republicans or 

Democrats, whether we prefer to be known as 
rugged individualists or New Dealers, whether we 
favor socialization of medicine in whole, in part, or 
not at all, the time has come to face the fact that 
some regimentation of the practice of medicine 
seems inevitable. 

The epochal nature of the recent election, the 
known partiality of the President toward social 
reform, and the creation by the administration of a 
Committee on Economic Security are ample proof 
of the existing trend. 

Faced with this impending and perhaps crucial 
change, it is imperative that the medical profession 
take steps to protect its interests. There are two 
ways in which the individual physician can equip 
himself for this new responsibility : 

The first is to familiarize himself with the exist- 
ing forms and degrees of socialized medicine in 
other countries; to know which of these are working 
with any degree of success, which have failed; and 
to develop a clear mental picture of the effect these 
systems have had upon the lives of the individual 
physicians regimented under them. 

The second is to keep himself constantly advised 
of the progress of the President’s plan for economic 
security, particularly as it applies to the possible 
adoption of schemes for health insurance and the 
socialization of medical care. 

By way of assisting the individual physician, the 
county medical societies, and the medical advisory 
board of the Committee on Economic Security, 
MEDICAL ECONOMICS will interpret succinctly and 
impartially each month all news of the government’s 
activities having a bearing upon the practice of 
medicine. It will review and discuss at the same 
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HAS COME! 


time the various types of state medicine practiced 
in other countries. 

By acquainting himself with the general back- 
ground of socialization abroad and, at the same 
time, by keeping informed of developments in the 
present administration’s social program, the phy- 
sician will be able to discuss the subject intelligently 
at county medical society gatherings—which it is 
essential that he attend for that purpose. 

Neither indifference nor blind antagonism on the 
part of the profession can stay the progress of 
contemplated reforms if the government and the 
public get solidly behind them. It follows, there- 
fore, as the duty of every physician to take a con- 
structive, open-minded interest in what’s going on. 

Damning those whose activities have precipitated 
the movement for socialization will bring scant 
results. Offering tangible suggestions, on the other 
hand, for a plan that harmonizes in part with the 
demands of lay groups yet retains the basic con- 
cepts of private practice is almost certain to prove 
effective. 

MEDICAL ECONOMICS holds no brief for socialized 
medicine, but it does believe that every physician 
should learn what he can about it and formulate a 
constructive, reasoned opinion on the subject for his 
own protection. By doing this he will at least have 
the satisfaction of knowing that any legislation 
passed has been keyed to a certain extent in tune 
with his own demands. 

The future of medical practice may soon be 
hanging in the balance. The time has come to help 
determine which way the scales shall swing. 
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To be Read 
Locating . 


OVING, Bob?” 

“Yes—can’t be helped. 
There doesn’t seem much _ use 
hanging on here any longer.” 

“What’s the trouble?” 

“Location, I guess. This spot’s 
all wrong. I should never have 
tried it.” 

“Too bad, old man. I hope the 
next one will be better. Scout 
around a bit before you settle.” 


Too bad, indeed. MHere’s a 
young physician who has spent 
over a year of his life, consider- 
able money, and a vast amount 
of energy trying to build up 
practice in a location which 
seems to have shown scant ap- 
preciation of his efforts. 

In desperation he has resolved 
to move, to try another town. The 
same old problem stares him in 
the face: how to select a location 
favorable to the developing of a 
successful practice? 

His colleague’s advice to “scout 
around a bit” is good, but much 
too vague and scanty. What’s to 
be done? 

Every now and then in a situ- 
ation of this kind some kindly 
disposed soul, eager to assist his 
harassed medical friend, will call 
to mind the old bromide: “Let 
the best maker of mouse-traps 
live where he will—if he is really 
the best, the world will cut a path 
to his door.” 

No doubt this saying is as true 
now as it ever was; but, unfor- 
tunately, there can be only one 
best mouse-trap maker. And 


since nobody either dares or cares 

to say that he is the best, the 

saying remains hypothetical. 
The doctor should be especially 


Before 


By M. R. WILLIAMS 











interested in having people cut a 
path to his door. Yet it’s remark- 
able how often he sets up prac- 
tice without first carefully in- 
vestigating the possibilities his 
chosen neighborhood offers. 
From time to time MEDICAL 
ECONOMICS has published arti- 
cles suggesting means for choos- 
ing a city or town in which to 
establish practice. Here an at- 
tempt will be made to treat as 
exhaustively as space permits the 
problem of selecting the section 
or neighborhood within the city. 
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First of all some DON’TS that 
will save you time, trouble, and 
expense: 

1, Don’t be in a hurry to de- 
cide on a location. This is an im- 
perative precaution and is worth 
more than all the others put to- 
gether. It will pay you to be in- 
finitely slow and cautious now in 
order not to have the whole job 
to do over later. Look on this 
task as an engineer would look 
upon the laying of a foundation 
for a skyscraper—everything in 
the future will depend on good 


~ 
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judgment in the present. TAKE 
YOUR TIME. 

2. Don’t be misled by first- 
glance appearances. Remember 
that things are seldom what they 
seem. Investigate! 

38. Don’t take your friend’s 
word. See for yourself. 

4. Don’t begrudge the extra 
ten dollars it may take to make 
your investigation thorough—it’s 
a good investment. 


Assuming that you intend to 
begin practice in a city (and the 
majority of physicians, statistics 
show, do practice in or near 
cities), you at once have four 
possible locations to consider 
there. You can choose the busi- 
ness section, the factory section, 
the residential section, or the 
suburbs. It is important to rea- 


[Continued on page 77] 


%& Picking a town is only 
the first step in one's choice 
of a location. Equally vital 
is the selection of the right 
neighborhood in that town. 
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SE of the finer joints is necessary in so many walks of life that 
U disability along these lines means decreased or lost earning power. 
For economic reasons, relief of pain and swelling is of utmost impor- 
tance in the treatment of arthritis. | 
This can be accomplished promptly and safely with FARASTAN 
(Mono-Iodo-Cinchophen Compound). 

A volume of clinical evidence—published and in routine practice— 
shows that pain is relieved, swelling reduced and motion increased 
in from 64 to 80% of patients following FARASTAN treatment. 

No doubt these effects are the result of increased metabolism and 
elimination of toxic products. 

If you have not made a clinical test of FARASTAN, write for a sup- 
ply of 48 capsules, each 334 grains, and digest of the published work. 


THE LABORATORIES OF THE FARASTAN COMPANY 
137 South 11th Street Philadelphia, Pa. 









































Adversity'’s Child — The 


Windsor Community Hospital 


AS TOLD TO JAMES CHALFANT BY ONE OF THE FOUNDERS 

















"Filled to capacity ever since it was opened,” 


|? times had stayed good with 
us, Windsor, Vermont probably 
would not have the thriving little 
community hospital of which it is 
so proud today. 

As long as our 3,500 popula- 
tion could afford hospitalization 
in either of the two nearest hos- 
pitals—one ten miles south of us, 
the other twenty miles north—we 
got along with things as they 
were. But when in March, 1933 
our chief industry moved away, 
we were forced to make a chan;'e. 
Up to that time our town had 


given work to some 1,500 or 2,- 
000 men. Of this number, how- 
ever, the decamping manufactur- 
ing plant had employed approxi- 
mately 1,200. 

How, then, were we to keep up 
the standard of medical practice 
in a community which, from the 
standpoint of economics, was 
slipping so badly? How could 


we make available to the towns- 
people an up-to-date brand of 
medical care, and at the same 
time preserve our scanty cash to 
be used in our own town? 




















The Windsor Community Hos- 
pital proved to be the answer. 


e 
Because Windsor is no different 
from many towns of similar size 
in other parts of the country, 
and because what Windsor has 
done they also can do, I want to 
set forth as simply as possible 
how it was that our community 
successfully met its crisis. 

The real seed of the project 
was planted three years ago when 
a couple of outsiders made an un- 
successful attempt to establish a 
private hospital in our town. 
This man and his wife who had 
operated a small hospital in 
Massachusetts, came to Windsor 
to sound out the possibilities of 
starting a similar _ institution 
here. 

When they called on me to talk 
the matter over, I gave them 
scant encouragement. No, I in- 
sisted, it just couldn’t be done. 

Despite my lack of enthusiasm, 
however, they determined to try 
the thing out. They rented a 
house, adapted it somewhat to the 
purpose in mind, and brought in 
a young specialist from the out- 
side to do the surgical work. Dur- 
ing this time they had the rea- 
sonably friendly interest of two 
of the community’s seven doctors. 

Within two years their efforts 
failed; although, from one point 





MEDICAL ECONOMICS 


Patients are 
quick to ap- 
preciate the 
cheery atmos- 
here of a ward 
ike this. 





of view, it was a successful fail- 
ure. For even with its woefully 
insufficient equipment, it con- 
vinced two other doctors and my- 
self of the real possibility for a 
small hospital in our community. 
We could see that, properly or- 
ganized and_ reasonably well 
equipped, such an_ institution 
might be a genuine asset to both 
the community at large and our- 
selves. 

Hence, when our leading em- 
ployer of labor decided to move 
his plant to the Middle West and 
we were compelled to retrieve in 
some way a bad situation, we al- 
ready had a plan of action in 
mind. 

s 


In October, 1933, we began to 
organize the project; and in 
January, 1934, the Windsor Com- 
munity Hospital was formally 
opened. Today it stands as a 
tribute to the cooperative spirit 
of the people of Windsor and the 
surrounding farming territory— 
a symbol of their willingness to 
work together for the common 
good. 

From the time we three doc- 
tors suggested to our friends the 
idea of a community hospital, we 
found a ready response. The in- 
terest shown was soon genuine 
enough and deep enough to war- 
rant the organization of a hos- 
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pital corporation. 

Leading citizens of the com- 
munity promptly became mem- 
bers of the organization, and 
many small subscriptions poured 
in. I want to make a point of 
the fact, however, that nobody 
went deep into his pocket, the 
largest individual contribution be- 
ing $200. 

The matter of a suitable build- 
ing was soon disposed of when 
one of our citizens volunteered a 
year’s free use of a large resi- 
dence that had stood empty for 
some time. All we had to do 
was pay the taxes and insurance. 
More recently, the owner has 
given the hospital corporation a 
deed to the building, the only 
stipulation being that if at any 
time it should cease to be used 
as a hospital, it will revert to him 
or his heirs. 

Fortunately, the building did 
not need a great deal of remodel- 
ing for our purpose, so high-ceil- 
inged and spacious were its 
rooms, and so conveniently 
planned its general layout. - Yet 
we did have to consider the mat- 
ter of adequate equipment. Here 
again the enthusiasm and gen- 
erosity displayed by the towns- 
folk and people of the outlying 
districts proved equal to the oc- 
casion. 

One citizen took it upon him- 
self to equip completely one of 


In this room 
during the past 
year 27 major 
operations have 
been per- 
formed. 
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our two private rooms; the local 
Rotary Club equipped the other. 
The girls’ class of the Methodist 
Church furnished one bed, the 
volunteer firemen’s organization 
gave another, the Odd Fellows 
gave a third, and private citizens 
contributed the remaining beds. 

All the beds were new, and of 
the very best. But in the in- 
terests of economy, a large part 
of the other equipment was 
bought second-hand from a city 
hospital which had discarded it 
to make room for newer pieces. 


In the town were several grad- 
uate nurses, some of them mar- 
ried and with families. Wanting 
to do their bit for the new hos- 
pital, these women organized as 
the Windsor Registered Nurses’ 
Club and volunteered to take over 
the responsibility of supplying 
the institution with sterile goods 
for a period of one year. 

In order to raise money to buy 
the things necessary for the hos- 
pital, the nurses’ group had sew- 
ing bees at each others homes, 
card parties, food sales, and so 
on. Even today, when the press- 
ure of activity at the hospital be- 
comes more than the regular 
nursing staff can take care of, 
this same group of loyal friends 
can always be counted on to step 
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GONORRHEA 
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V ViiEN it is known or suspected that one or both parents 
have or have had gonorrhea, the wise obstetrician adopts 
additional precautions against an exacerbation of a latent in- 
fection, with consequent danger to the mother and child. 


A distinguished American obstetrician recommends tampons 
saturated with a 25 per cent Argyrol solution as prenatal pro- 
phylaxis. The insertion of the tampon is preceded by a cleans- 
ing irrigation of a 1-1500 permanganate solution. Instillation 
in the baby’s eyes is done as usual. 


Besides being an excellent gonococcide, Argyrol has the de- 
cided advantage of being extremely mild and non-irritating, 
and therefore not liable to cause injury to the vaginal mucosa, 
like strong antiseptic chemicals. 


The obstetrician will find in the prenatal Argyrol prophylaxis 
a most useful aid in preventing eye infection in the child and 
tubal extension in the mother. 


Obstetricians and gynecologists find great convenience in the 
new Argyrol tablets. Containing nothing but Argyrol, they 
insure accuracy, certainty of product and saving of time in the 
doctor's office, at the patient's bedside and in the operating 
room; wherever, in fact, a solution of Argyrol is quickly de- 
sired. Four tablets dissolved in one-half ounce of water make a 
10 per cent solution in a few minutes; other strengths in 
proportion. 


To insure better results, be sure you use Arg yrol. 
A. C. BARNES COMPANY 
(INCORPORATED) 
Sole Manufacturers of Argyrol and Ovoferrin 
New Brunswick New Jersey 
“‘Arg yrol”’ is a registered trade-mark, the property of A. C. Barnes Co. (Inc.) 
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into the breach, to come in and 


do floor duty while our own 
nurses go into the operating 
room. 


It must not be thought that 
the hospital project began strict- 
ly as a town affair. Surround- 
ing villages and communities 
quite properly felt that they, too, 
had a share in it, and were quick 
to assume their part in making 
the idea a reality. They formed 
their own auxiliary organizations 
to help raise funds. When they 
couldn’t get any money, they col- 
lected local products that might 
be of use in the new institution. 

For example, one nearby com- 
munity gave as its contribution 
enough cord wood to heat the 
hospital for the first several 
months after it was opened. An- 
other town, about five miles 
away, volunteered to equip the 
nursery room; and through its 
own devices obtained sufficient 
funds to buy a table, scales, 
blankets, warming cabinet, 
sheets, and practically everything 
else necessary for the care of four 
babies at a time. 


As it stands today, we have a 
nine-bed hospital, consisting of 
two private rooms, an obstetrical 
ward of two beds, a men’s ward 
and a women’s ward with two 
beds each, and a one-bed isolation 
ward. The hospital personnel 
consists of a superintendent, 
three nurses, a housekeeper (who, 
with the help of an assistant, is 
also the cook), and a janitor. The 
board of trustees consists of five 
laymen, “wo of them women. 

Though all seven of the com- 
munity’s physicians were invited 
by the board of trustees to make 
use of the facilities of the hos- 
pital, thus far only three of us 
have seen fit to do so. Aside from 
serving as the hospital’s profes- 
sional committee, we have noth- 
Ing to do with the management 
of the institution. We try, in 
fact, to stay out of its manage- 
ment as much as possible. 

If current reports can be be- 
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lieved, most of the country’s 
large voluntary hospitals are suf- 
fering alike from heavy overhead 
expenses, a disproportionately 
large number of empty beds, and 
resultant deficits. But in this 
little town the one and only hos- 
pital has been filled to capacity 
practically ever since it was 
opened. 

An eight-bed institution orig- 
inally, it has frequently had nine 
patients at a time, making nec- 
essary the use of an additional 
cot. This circumstance has arisen 
so often, in fact, that a friend 
has recently donated a ninth bed 
—and still we occasionally require 
extra cots. 

Ward rates are $3.50 a day, or 
$22.50 a week. Private rooms 
cost $35 a week. 

Arrangements have been made 
to take care of the town’s indi- 
gents (those receiving municipal 
relief) at reduced rates. Only 
occasionally is anyone hospital- 
ized gratis. 

So far, enough patients have 
paid their hospital fees practical- 
ly to meet the entire cost of main- 
tenance. The reason why the 
budget can be balanced so easily 
is explained, of course, by our 
low overhead. 

We plan to keep the overhead 
low, too. Despite the gratifying 
success met with thus far, we 
have no thought of expansion— 
at least not for years to come. 
We intend to stay small, not to 
make the mistake of growing be- 
yond the community’s means and 
needs. 

® 


There are a number of things 
which we are perfectly willing to 
get along without. For instance, 
we do not try to provide any 
radium treatments, nor any deep 
X-ray therapy, nor the more elab- 
orate and expensive physical 
therapy procedures. For these 
needs, patients are referred to 
city institutions farther distant. 

Since the institution was first 
opened, just about a year ago, we 
[Continued on page 109] 








A WOMAN may be as homely 
as she desires. But, unfor- 
tunately, with the connivance of 
nature, some abuse the privilege. 

Happily for the plastic sur- 
geon, modern society not only 
sets great store by good looks, 
but it is beginning to have no 
hesitancy in improving upon 
nature’s niggardly or jumbled 
specifications. 

Heredity has given tc many of 
the human race physical defects 
which have an adverse influence 
upon their lives as social beings. 
Accidents and disease result in 
similar deformities. Here the 
ministrations of the reconstruc- 
tive surgeon are sometimes des- 
perately needed. 

And yet, unquestionably, the 
greatest field of opportunity for 
the plastic surgeon lies not so 
much in dealing with the appar- 
ent deformity as in removing the 
minor physical defect—perhaps 
not even noticeable to others— 
which is a source of anxiety and 
humiliation to its possessor. 

More frequently than not, good 
looks are a matter of feminine 
concern. Women are coming to 
believe that they should have 
even the smallest disfigurement 
eradicated, the slightest facial 
shortcoming corrected. 

And why not?—they ask. Prup- 
erly performed, a plastic opera- 
tion can remove at one and the 
same time the inhibiting defect 
and the suffering and unhappi- 
ness which an inferiority complex 
occasions. 

® 


Are there good opportunities 
here for the well fitted, adequately 
trained surgeon? Decidedly so, 
in my opinion. 

Tn the entire country there are 
probably not more than 150 
plastic surgeons—and that is 
quite likely too generous an esti- 
mate. I refer, of course, to 





A NEW FRONTIER 


medically trained men, and not to 
the too-numerous lay “beauty 
doctors.” 

Perhaps twelve or fifteen plas- 
tic surgeons are located in New 
York City. The rest may be 
found in other large cities; for 
only the larger centers of popu- 
lation can now support specialists 
in this field. 

* 


Reconstructive surgery is now 
recognized as a distinct specialty, 
apart from and yet closely allied 
to eye, ear, nose, throat, and 
general surgery. It is, in fact, a 
combination of various special- 
ties, yet makirg use of a some- 
what different technique and an 
extensive array of instruments, 
many of them devised expressly 
for this work. 

The plastic surgeon must be 
thoroughly familiar with the 
functions of these particular in- 
struments in each type of plastic 
operation. Furthermore, only 
by making a careful study of 
each individual case, by paying 
earnest attention to every detail, 
and then by having the opportu- 
nity to perform that same opera- 
tion over and over again, may he 
hope to acquire genuine skill. 

To be a good plastic surgeon, a 
man must possess, first of all, the 
temperament of an artist: the 
ability to visualize the results of 
each ope:ative procedure; an in- 
ventive nature, able to devise 
better and better methods; pa- 
tience to work accurately, care- 
fully, without haste; and delicate 
mechanical skill. In addition, he 
must know each step in each 
operation perfectly, have a work- 
ing knowledge of the reaction of 
the skin and underlying struc- 
tures to surgical interference, 
and manifest a sympathetic atti- 
tude toward every patient he 
treats. 

The steps by which one becomes 
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IN SURGERY 


By A. GRAHAM BIDDLE, M.D. 


Typical "before and after" 
pictures, revealing the skill of the 
plastic surgeon. 









a plastic surgeon, granted he has 
the qualities already discussed, 
are clearly defined. First, follow- 
ing his basic medical training, he 
enters general surgery. From this 
he goes on to one of the surgical 
specialties — preferably surgery 


of the head. Then, - vith this 
training as a firm basis on which 
to build, he takes a special post- 
graduate course in plastic surgery. 

There is no getting away from 
this last step. The “understudy” 
idea will not work here. And it 
is virtually impossible for any- 
body to switch abruptly from 
general surgery to plastic surgery. 


Where to go for postgraduate 
work? 

You can get some training in 
plastic surgery right in_ this 
country, at either the New York 
Polyclinic or the New York Post- 
graduate Hospital. The Inter- 
national Clinic of Plastic Sur- 
gery, in Paris, is better known, 
of course, for this sort of work. 

Or you may take a course with 
the famous Dr. Gillies, of the 
Prince of Wales Hospital, Lon- 
don. Again, you may choose to 
do your work with the equally 
distinguished Dr. Joseph, of 
Vienna. Upon its’ successful 
completion you are a_ plastic 
surgeon. It only remains for you 
to convince the world of that 
fact. 

And there’s the rub! For the 
plastic surgeon’s chief difficulty 
lies in becoming known as such. 

One colleague of mine goes 
abroad every year to study. Upon 
his return to New York, he sends 
an announcement to a great num- 
ber of New York physicians, say- 
ing that Dr. So-and-So, Plastic 
Surgeon, has just come _ back 
from postgraduate work with Dr. 
Joseph of Vienna. 


[Turn the page] 
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ANNOUNCING .- - - 


A NEW TREATMENT FOR 
BURNS, CUTS, SKIN IRRITATIONS 


GADOMENT Catch) 


(OINTMENT OF COD LIVER OIL) 


Recent investigation (Campbell, Lohr, Treusch, etc.) has 
demonstrated a new use for an old product. 


It has been shown that Cod Liver Oil is ideally adapted as 
a local treatment for wounds and injured tissues. 

Extensive clinical experiments with Cod Liver Oil salves 
show that they increased the defensive powers of the tissues, 
promoted epithelization of new tissue, exerted a definite curative 
effect. 


Gadoment represents the Patch contribution to research in 
this new field. Gadoment is an ointment, contains 70% specially 
treated Cod Liver Oil (Patch) in a wax base, with 0.375% phenol. 


Gadoment is devoid of fishy odor, has an attractive appear- 
ance, does not become rancid, does not dry out. Affords a practi- 
cal application of the newer knowledge of the use of Cod Liver 
Oil as a dressing for burns and minor skin irritations, 


Special Clinical Test Offer 


We want interested physicians to confirm the value of 
Gadoment at our expense. The coupon brings literature and a 
clinical sample with our compliments. 


Th E L 1; THE E. L. PATCH co., Dept. M.E.-12 
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BOSTON, MASS.” 
Please send clinical sample of Gadoment with literature. 
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Thus he impresses upon their 
minds that he is a plastic sur- 
geon, and that he is keeping up 
with the latest developments in 
his field by frequent postgraduate 
work under a_ world-famous 
figure. 

Through such legitimate chan- 
nels, through social and profes- 
sional contacts generally (he 
must be a good mixer), the plas- 
tic surgeon seeks to become 
known. To an extent possibly 
unequalled in any other medical 
specialty, reconstructive surgery 
demands that the man who holds 
himself forth as an expert must 


from the outset be his own 
“builder-upper.” 
Most specialists depend for 


their success upon other doctors’ 
referring patients to them. And, 
to be sure, once a plastic surgeon 
becomes thoroughly established, 
he, also, may expect to receive 
many of his patients through the 
same channels. But to start with, 
it is imperative that he get those 
hard-to-acquire first patients 
through his own efforts. 

Of necessity he obtains them 
through his friends and relatives. 
From then on, he hopes, his satis- 
fied patients will be the source of 
a fair number of new patients. 
This is usually the case. 

While he is building up a prac- 
tice (it requires about five years 
or so) how is the ambitious sur- 
geon going to keep the pot boil- 
ing? The answer is obvious: He 
goes right on doing surgery of 
the type he was engaged in before 
taking up plastic surgery—prob- 
ably nose and throat work—to 
meet his expenses, all the time 
with a watchful eye on the main 
chance: plastic surgery. 


As for compensation, the re- 
constructive surgeon may expect 
to charge and to receive for his 
work approximately the same 
fees that the better-known gen- 
eral surgeons get for major oper- 
ations. Fee-setting is a personal 
matter almost entirely. 
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Plastic patients do a lot of 
shopping around. They have 
been known to change their minds 
right in the hospital. Because of 
this unpredictable element of cap- 
rice in the patient, the plastic 
surgeon has his own particular 
collection difficulties. 


It is easy for the patient to 
find fault with the best of opera- 
tions, if by so doing he can manu- 
facture a passable excuse for not 
paying the surgeon’s bill, or for 
insisting that the previously 
agreed-to fee be sharply reduced. 
When this happens, the surgeon 
is caught at a disadvantage, and 
the unscrupulous patient knows 
it. 

e 


You dare not sue, for fear of 
a counter-claim, which, no matter 
how poorly founded, means a 
public attack upon your profes- 
sional competence and a lot of 
unfavorable publicity to boot. 

Considering this unpleasant 
possibility, the cautious specialist 
early adopts a policy of insisting 
on payment in advance. He has 
learned that, for all his skill, the 
unpaid-for operation never quite 
suits the patient; whereas the 
one paid for is acclaimed as his 
latest triumph. 

If all the cash can not be ad- 
vanced, he sees to it that he gets 
a sizable down payment and a 
note for the balance. His motto: 
“No work done on speculation.” 

Speaking of fees, the art of the 
plastic surgeon, contrary to gen- 
eral belief, is not for the wealthy 
or well-to-do exclusively. It may 
surprise the average reader who 
thinks of plastic work as an out- 
right luxury, indulged in by 
wealthy dowagers bored with 
their old faces, to know that 
even in this field there are char- 
ity problems to meet. In New 
York City, for example, there are 
several clinics in which are 
handled charity cases presenting 
tumors, extensive facial scars, 
and so on—any gross deformity 
[Continued on page 68] 
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Problem in Triangles 


More than one physician has 
been stumped by the new mother’s 
question: “Which are preferable, 
cloth or disposable diapers?” 
Lacking the advice of a Commit- 
tee on the Costs of Babies’ Dia- 
pers, the medical attendant has 
generally made a guess at it. 

Guesswork is no longer neces- 
sary now, though; for a study of 
the subject has been made by 
the University of Chicago Clinics. 

Inasmuch as the estimated life 
of a cloth diaper is 200 days (al- 
lowing for 200 washings), say 
clinic authorities, the cost per 
day per cloth diaper is $0.00856. 

Disposable diapers, on the con- 
trary, cost $6.25 for 500, and can 
be used only once. The daily 
cost per disposable diaper is 
therefore $0.0125. 

This leaves a_ balance of 
$0.00394 in favor of the cloth 
diaper. 

* 


Prayers vs. Medicine 


Can a father legally put his 
faith in prayers rather than in 
medical science for the recovery 
of his sick child? In some places, 
perhaps, but not at Crisfield, 
Maryland, according to a news 
account of the recent fracas be- 
tween one Preston Thomas, ardent 
exhorter, and the local county 
authorities. 

Thomas was arrested for refus- 
ing to call a doctor to save his 
sick child’s life. He preferred to 
rely upon his prayers and those 
of other members of his religious 
sect, the Church of God, which 


adheres to healing by prayer. 

When he was put into the 
county jail at Princess Anne, the 
congregation of the faithful 
promptly declared, “We’ll pray 
him out.” While they prayed, 
however, an unidentified man 
nosted bond for Thomas, who 
went directly from the jail to re- 
join the congregation in praying 
for his child’s health. 


Still Going Strong 


Forty years ago Dr. L. Emmett 
Holt wrote a book entitled, “care 
and Feeding of Children.” To 
date some 800,000 copies of this 
volume have been sold, and it is 
now published in its fifteenth edi- 
tion. 

The influence of this book is 
beyond calculation. It is esti- 
mated that every copy is read by 
at least five mothers, and dis- 
cussed by twenty. 





DON'T FORGET! 


MEDICAL ECONOM- 
ICS' $300 prize article 
contest, announced in 
the November issue, 
closes December 31. 
Only a few days remain 
in which to read the de- 
tails and submit your 
manuscript. 
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Secking the clue to the extra- 
ordinary success of Dr. Holt’s 
book, Harry Hansen, book re- 
viewer of the New York World 
Telegram, finds it in the fact 
that Dr. Holt “discussed the care 
of children in the simplest terms, 
so that every mother could under- 
stand it. Besides, he wrote ad- 
vice that was meant to keep the 
child well. ... He took for granted 
that the young mother wanted 
to know how to feed, clothe, and 
train her infant and keep him 
healthy and gaining. And be- 
cause he had a fund of simple 
words, he put it into the English 
language, forgetting Latin, Greek, 
and the passwords of the doctor.” 

In Mr. Hanson’s remarks there 
are two suggestions for physi- 
cians: first, when you write, write 
simply and understandably. Sec- 
ondly when you advise mothers 
on the health problems of their 
children, talk simply and under- 


standably. 
* 


One Chance in a Hundred . 


After five years’ study of the 
subject, Miss Jessamine Whitney, 
statistician of the National 
Tuberculosis Association, ex- 
plains the effect a man’s job has 
on the length of his life. 

Hostlers and stable hands, Miss 
Whitney says, suffer the highest 
death rate for working men be- 
tween 15 and 64 years of age, 
there being 36.22 deaths per 
thousand employed. This is 
higher than the rate for aviators, 
quoted at 28.73. 

Physicians and surgeons have a 
death rate of 10.69 per thousand 
in practice, which is about the 
same as that of clergymen and 
considerably higher than the rate 
for professors, lawyers and ceme- 
tery keepers. 


The “Abortion Business" 


An abortion ring which threat- 
ens to become nationwide in scope 
is now operating on a chain-store 
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basis in the major cities of Cali- 
fornia. An _ investigation, the 
results of which have just been 
made public, reveals that this 
syndicate employs attractive 


——_——<@__—_— 


“Messiah of the Aged” 














A two per cent tax on the sale of all 
goods and services would make it pos- 
sible to give everyone in the United 
States over sixty years old a $200 
monthly pension, insists Physician Fran- 
cis Edward Townsend, above, author 
of the Townsend Revolving Pension 
Plan. 
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DOCTOR — doesn’t this stand 


fo reason ..... 








NOSE HYGIENE Head-colds or chronie nasal conditions may be alleviated 
through nasal cleanliness—often induced by flushing the 

nasal tract with Alkalol used with the Alkalol Nose Glass. The Alkalol Nose 

Glass may be purchased for 25c each from the Alkalol Company, Taunton, Mass. 


For years, physicians and specialists 
have used Alkalol to clear the eyes of in- 
fants after silver treatment—and it is 
widely used by eye specialists. 


Doesn’t it stand to reason that as 
Alkalol has such a wonderful, soothing, 
healing action on the delicate membrane 
of the eye, it must be equally efficacious 
as a douche or spray in coryza, rhinitis, 
or any nasal affection. In the throat, too, 
ALKALOL brings immediate relief to 


soreness, “tickling,” coughing. 


ALKALOL is DIFFERENT 


Owing to its physiologic balance, 
Alkalol feeds and stimulates the cells 
through absorption, thereby building re- 
sistance to infection. Alkalol builds as 
it cleans and soothes—never irritates. 





This new eye dropper Send for free sample in the new eye 


bottle of Alkalol contains 
the same Alkalol as sup- dropper bottle. 


plied to the Medical Pro- 
a hs we THE ALKALOL CQO. 


product—merely a new Taunton Mass 
o) e 


package. 


Prescribe original packages of Alkalol. 
Two sizes 8 oz. and 16 oz. at drug stores. 
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women to drum up trade and 
solicit patients for illegal opera- 
tions. 

One of these solicitors arrested 
several months ago has just con- 
fessed that the syndicate main- 
tains elaborately equipped offices 
in San Francisco and other Cali- 
fornia cities, to which patients 
are sent with cards of introduc- 
tion. The head of the organiza- 
tion is a former Oregon physi- 
cian, states Dr. Charles B. Pink- 
ham, secretary of the California 
State Board of Medical Exam- 
iners. 

Information received by the 
Board shows that the syndicate 
pays acommission of $10 for 
each case referred. The standard 
price charged for an abortion is 
$50. 


e 
Foundations Financially 


Sound 


With the times as out of joint 
as they have been the past few 
years, many a physician has had 
to draw heavily against his ‘sav- 


ings. Not so the big foundations 
which seek a “New Deal” for 
medicine. 


According to a survey made 
by the Twentieth Century Fund, 
it has been found that the assets 
of fourteen of the nation’s largest 
foundations totaled in 1933 al- 
most $549,000,000—representing 
an increase of $4,000,000 over 
their 1930 value. Organizations 
submitting reports included the 
three Rockefeller and the four 
Carnegie funds, along with the 
Burke, Buhl, Commonwealth, 
Falk, Milbank, New York, and 
Russel Sage foundations. 

The Carnegie Corporation, de- 
spite a decline in assets of $1,- 
000,000 between the years 1930 
and 1933, is still the largest 
American foundation, controlling 
more than $158,000,000. 


Drug Substitutor Punished 
Isadore Klausner, Bronx phar- 
macist, has the dubious distinc- 
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tion of being the first retail drug- 
gist to be convicted of criminal 
violation of the Retail Drug Code 
in New York City. Klausner 
was recently handed the maxi- 
mum penalty of a $500 fine or 
ninety days in the workhouse by 
the Court of Special Sessions. 

Said the judge: “To substitute 
drugs in any form is a very dan- 
gerous proposition. One is deal- 
ing with human safety, and pos- 
sibly human life. The idea of 
furnishing drugs that are stale 
or inefficient is likely to cause 
much harm, even beyond the help 
of a reputable physician. When 
a drug is substituted, it is not 
because of the prompting of a 
man’s conscience to give some- 
thing better than he is supposed 
to sell, but something inferior.” 

Other similar cases are sched- 
uled to come before the Court of 
Special Sessions in the near fu- 
ture. 

* 


"Baby Sales" Talk Discredited 


No doctor of medicine was 
in any way involved in the cir- 
cumstances leading to charges 
recently aired in California, to 
the effect that babies were being 
sold or exchanged to defray hos- 
pital and doctors’ bills. 

Stirred by a report of the De- 
partment of Social Welfare to 
the governor that such transac- 
tions were actually being carried 
on within the state, the Board of 
Medical Examiners launched a 
thorough investigation into the 
whole matter. 

An official statement has now 
been given out in which it is em- 
phatically declared that, so far 
as regular doctors of medicine 
are concerned, there is absolutely 
no foundation to the rumor that 
such a traffic in babies existed. 

“We have invited the public, 
as well as the Department of So- 
cial Welfare,” says the Board, 
“to provide us with information 
concerning any licentiate of this 
Board, and if we receive any 
legitimate complaint against any 



























BAYHESIVE 


BaYHesivep : ‘ the improved zinc oxide adhesive 
ae plaster, attains maximum tenacity ¢ 
body temperature. 


“HES ve pLaSTE” | 
It is obtainable in the following 
forms: On the new BAY reel con: 
tainer in the following sizes: from 
Y2 inch wide by 2'/ yards long to 
3 inches wide by 10 yards long 
Supplied in white or flesh color. 


Surgeon's Rolls—1!2 inches wide by 
5 yards long, crinoline faced. Also 
supplied 7 inches wide by | yard 
long. White or flesh color. 

For use in the new BAY wall ract 
which accommodates 12 inch by !0 
yard rolls uncut or in assorted widths. 













The coupon will bring you 


THE BAY COMPANY, Bridgeport, Conn. ME-12 
a sample. 


Gentlemen: Please send me a free sample of 
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doctor of medicine, we are pre- 
pared to exercise immediate dis- 
ciplinary measures.” 


Medical Care by Remote 


Control 

To the heroic and devoted ef- 
forts of a medical officer on an- 
other ship hundreds of miles 
across the ocean from his own, 
the chief engineer of the Ameri- 
can freighter Algic owes his life. 

It happened this way: When 
the engineer was seized with 
severe abdominal pain, his cap- 
tain recognized that he had a very 
sick man on his hands. He im- 
mediately ordered him to bed. 
Then, in the absence of a ship’s 
doctor, he wirelessed for advice. 
The U. S. Coast Guard cutter 
Unalga responded, and as the 
Algic’s captain described his pa- 
tient’s symptoms, the medical of- 
ficer of the Unalga sent back 
the most minute and painstaking 
instructions. 

For three days and nights: mes- 
sages were thus exchanged. The 
doctor’s orders varied in accord- 
ance with the changing condition 
of the sick man, as revealed by 
the captain’s reports on his tem- 
perature, pulse, and respiration, 
together with the apparent degree 
of pain and ease. 

Not until the freighter reached 
port, where the sick man was 
transferred to a waiting ambu- 
lance and hurried off to the hos- 
pital, did the medical officer 
aboard the Unalga, his services 
to his unseen patient concluded, 
sign off. 

e 


Sweeps for the Sick? 

The fact that the last sweep- 
stakes sponsored by the Irish 
Free State netted the Irish Hos- 
pital Fund some $6,000,000 pro- 
vides the editor of Hospital 
Topics food for thought. Seeing 
that this is but one of three 


events during the year to raise 
money to cover hospitalization 
for a population of about three 
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million people, he remarks that 
the people of the Emerald Isle 
have hit upon a pretty smooth 
plan of taxing the citizens of 
other countries, principally the 
United States, to meet their hos- 
pital bills. Ruminating further, 
he wonders if the United States, 
with its aversion to legalized 
gambling, is doing the right thing 
in frowning on such schemes. 
“The news accounts of fortunes 
being won by people in the 
poorest of circumstances who 
have drawn a lucky ticket in the 
sweepstakes mean that more and 
more money will be taken from 
America for tickets on co 
horse races in England—the prof- 
- a support hospitals in Ire- 


“The hospitals of America 
could use that money to great 
advantage at the present time. 
And all the pleadings of Com- 
munity Chest Drives will not 
coax it from the pockets that 
readily open at the prospect of a 
gamble and a long chance at for- 
tune for the risk of a few dollars. 

“Maybe we should readjust our 
views and contemplate an Ameri- 
can Sweepstakes for the benefit 
of American hospitals. At the 
moment it sounds like a far- 
fetched and fantastic idea, but if 
the great American vublic wants 
a gamble to make it give for a 
worthy object, why isn’t a sweenv- 
stakes just as legitimate as*the 
modest chance ticket at a charity 
bazaar?” 

@ 


Nazis Extend Sterilization 


Recent news from Germany 
strongly indicates that the Nazis 
have no intention whatever of 
abandoning the sterilization law 
which went into effect January 
first of this year. Operations on 
habitual criminals are increasing, 
and Dr. Von Holst, of the Danzig 
municipal offices, has disclosed 
the fact that Germany’s “slight- 
ly feeble-minded” are the next to 
be included in the Nazi steriliza- 
tion program looking toward the 
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THE PROFESSION PRAISES WET-PRUF 


Bauer & Black sent samples of Wet-Pruf out to doctors 
in four selected areas. After thorough testing, these 
doctors praised the way Wet-Pruf wears in spite 
of frequent bathing. They also liked its pure white, 
kid-finish backcloth. 






MAIL COUPON 
FOR 
FREE SPOOL 


A white waterproof adhe- 
sive? At first the chemists 
said it couldn't be done. 
But after two years of 
laboratory research, Bauer 
€& Black chemists did it. 


2. 100% waterproof Wet-Pruf is as white as other surgical dress- 
2. Pure white backcloth 





3. Smooth kid-like fabric—resists soiling Ings. The Wet-Pruf backcloth is smooth and 
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Wet-Pruf costs no more than regular 
adhesive plaster. Bauer & Black invites you to mail the coupon 
BAUER & BLACK, 2500 South Dearborn Street, Chicago | for a free spool of the new 
FREE SAMPLE—Please send me, without charge, a generous Wet-Pruf Adhesive, so 
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elimination of future generations 
of physically and mentally unfit 
citizens. 

National feeling on the subject 
is running high. Meanwhile, a 
Nazi party bulletin grimly re- 
minds the people that the steril- 
ization program is only the be- 
ginning of a national “purge.” 


Pennies Did It 

When you see this year’s 
Christmas seal on letters and 
packages, you may well be re- 
minded that a disease which was 
formerly almost hopeless has been 
largely controlled because, since 
1907, millions of people have con- 
tributed their pennies to the ad- 
vancement of a determined move- 
ment against the great white 
plague begun fifty years ago by 
Dr. Edward Livingston Trudeau. 
Since 1907 Christmas Seals have 
played a large part in campaigns 
for raising money to aid in tuber- 
culosis contrel work. Distributed 
until 1919 by the Red Cross, the 
seals have since been sold by the 
Natioral Tuberculosis Associa- 
tion on its own account, yielding 
in 1929, for example, a total of 
$5,321,000. 

The design on the 1934 seal 
shows “Little Red,” the tiny one- 
room cottage built in 1884 at 
Saranac Lake, in the heart of 
the Adirondacks. There Dr. 
Trudeau, himself his own first 
patient, learned the rest cure for 
tuberculosis and began his inten- 
sive observation, resulting in to- 
day’s methods of treating the 
disease. 

« 


Resurrection 


As many as 50,000 of the fa- 
talities annually resulting from 
carbon monoxide poisoning, elec- 
tric shock, poison gas, drowning, 
anesthesia, infections, infantile 
paralysis, mechanical suffocation, 
pulmonary complications, atel- 
ectasis, drug poisoning, and fires 
would be averted, science be- 
lieves, if two instruments recently 


51 


developed by physicians were 
available soon enough after the 
moment when the victims are, 
apparently, dead. 

Nor is it all theory. Approxi- 
mately 500 “dead” persons have 
been brought back to life in New 
York and Chicago by these new 
instruments: the artificial pace- 
maker, a gold needle which stim- 
ulates heart beats with electrical 
impulses at the rate of 30 to 120 
a minute, and the insufflator, a 
pressure apparatus for mechan- 
ical breathing which forces oxy- 
gen and carbon dioxide into the 


lungs. 
e 


Socialistic Sleigh Ride 

Dr. Paul Kreutz, Elizabeth, 
New Jersey physician, is among 
the many medical speakers who 
have in recent weeks taken occa- 
sion to address groups of pro- 
fessional and business men on 
the subject uppermost in medical 
circles; namely: state medicine. 

The American public, Dr. 
Kreutz told fellow members of 
the American Business Club at a 
recent luncheon, is unwittingly 
placing itself in the position of 
being hoodwinked by the insidi- 
ous, bureaucratic methods of 
Karl Marx and his liberty-sup- 
pressing socialism. He particu- 
larly took issue with the ideas set 
forth in an article entitled, “A 
Plea for Socialized Medicine,” by 
George W. Aspinwall, in the Sep- 
tember issue of the American 
Mercury. 

“This country finds itself in a 
troublesome financial situation at 
the present time, “Dr. Kreutz 
told his audience, “but that does 
not mean that the system of pri- 
vate initiative and liberty has 
failed. In democracy as well as 
in other great causes there are al- 
ways periods of readjustment. 
And in the field of medicine Mr. 
John Public is being approached 
to take one of the grandest so- 
cialistic sleigh rides he has ever 
imagined. 

“Aspinwall’s article urging so- 

















































Home-strained vegetables 
after two hours of digestion 








Ordinary commercial-strained veg- 
etables after two hours of digestion 











Libby’s Homogenized Vegetables 
after thirty minutes of digestion! 
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A notable advance 
infant feeding 


Laboratory research and clinical feedings 

have established many striking merits for 

new group of Homogenized Food 
Combinations. Samples are offered 


Baby foods that yield a higher amount of nutri- 
ment... that can be digested far more rapidly, 
fed earlier... that reduce the hazard of common 
digestive disturbances. Here is important news 


for nurses. 
Radically Different 


Libby’s Foods for Babies are not merely sieved 
or strained; they are homogenized a specialoway. 
You know thatitis the homogenization of evapo- 
rated milk which makes it so easily digested and 
assimilated by babies. Now Libby has finally 
found a way to apply that principle to other 
foods so that it has the same effect on them. Even 
on fruits, vegetables and cereals. 

Libby’s method of homogenization refines 
fibers to minute particles. It actually explodes 
the food cells so the nutriment in them, fully 
exposed to the action of the bette can 
be completely digested and taken up by the body. 
This makes digestive upsets far less likely; im- 
ame nutrition too. And it promotes normal 

owel activity because it smooths and makes 
uniform the bulk of foods. 

Libby’s Foods for Babies are not single foods 
merely made more convenient; they are formu- 
lated combinations of foods which have been scien- 
tifically worked out to provide a better balance 





Digestion of starch in vegetables far more 
rapid and complete 


In a series of in-vitro digestion experiments, these three 
forms of vegetables were exposed to duodenal juice of nor- 
mal amylase activity. The photomicrographs show that the 
home-strained and ordinary commercial-strained vege- 
tables, after two hours’ exposure, contain intact cells in 
which are masses of undigested starch. Coarse fibers which 
may cause intestinal upsets are also present. Now look at 
Libby’s Homogenized Vegetables. After thirty minutes, the 
starch has been completely digested. Bulk is lefti in the form 
of fine particles which will pass through the intestines with- 
outcausingirritation, yet will function for normal elimination, 





~~ w 


pas oar ef 


Gets BSS He 








December, 1934 





in the science of 


of nutritional values in the infant’s diet. 
For instance: 


3 formulated VEGETABLE 
combinations 


Libby’s Homogenized Vegetables are 
selected vegetables, offered in three 
formulated combinations—Number 1: 
peas, beets, asparagus tips; Number 2: 
string beans, pumpkin, tomato; Num- 
ber 3: carrots, spinach, peas. Each of 
these gives the nutritional assets veg- 
etables are depended upon to supply, in- 
cluding the minerals such as iron, needed 
to supplement milk. Each is a good 
source of Vitamins A and B. Homogen- 
ized, these vegetables may be added to 
the diet earlier. 


A highly nutritious SOUP 


Libby’s Homogenized Soup—a formu- 
lated combination of selected vegetables, 
liver, and barley—is important for its 
Vitamins A, B and G, and its anti-ane- 
mic factors furnished by the liver. It also 
furnishes a stimulant to gastric digestion. 


A valuable combination of FRUITS 
Prunes, pineapple juice and lemon juice are 
combined in Libby’s Homogenized Fruits. 
This formulated combination is of special 
importance for its content of Vitamin C, 
A CEREAL unequalled in 
nutritive value 
Here is a food quite unlike any other on 


the market—a cereal composed of whole 
wheat, soy bean, and a large proportion 
of whole milk. It supplies calcium and 
phosphorus in a form easily assimilated; 
it is a good source of Vitamins A, B and 
G; it supplies proteins readily available 
for the prilding of new tissues; it fur- 
nishes an abundance of carbohydrate 
and fat for the production of energy. 

A Homogenized Food, Libby’s Cereal 
is more easily digested, more completely 
assimilated. It releases its energy more 
rapidly and keeps up its energy produc- 
tion over a longer period than any other 
cereal in generaluse. It needs only heat- 
ing to serve—no milk need be added and 
that, of course, is a definite economy in 
its use. Libby’s Cereal may be given toa 
normal infant as early as two monthsof age. 


Send for a sample 


The facts given here about Libby’s 
Homogenized Foods have been estab- 
lished by intensive laboratory research 
and clinical feedings in six hospitals, 
under three pediatricians. Findings are 
given in full in a pamphlet entitled “A 
Synopsis of the Research on a Group of 
Homogenized Foods for Babies.” A copy 
will gladly be sent you on request. 

To introduce you to the foods, a sam- 
ple can is offered free; just mail coupon. 
You will find an immediately perceptible 
difference between Homogenized and 
ordinary commercial-strained foods. 
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Li lbie-Nomogenizeds 
FOODS FOR BAB IES 
Unseasoned except for salt. Packed in enamel-lined cans 
J —_ Libby, McNeill & Libby, Dept. 12 ME, Chicago 


Please send me, free of charge, sample can of Libby’s 
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cialistic practice of medicine 
sounds plausible on the surface, 
but it ignores the real premise, 
which is: Can a socialistic medi- 
cal profession be any better than 
its sponsors, a bureaucratic polit- 
ical system?” 


"Dr. Jones Wanted..." 

Physicians of Owensboro, Ken- 
tucky have the satisfaction of 
knowing that when they leave 
their offices or their homes, they 
are not likely to miss any calls. 
This is due to the fact that a 
local pharmacy, the Smith & 
Bates Drug Store, has established 
a free exchange for them. 

No matter where the doctor 
may be, whether at his club, at 
the theatre, at a meeting of some 
sort, or merely dropping in upon 
friends, his calls are transmitted 
to him by the drug store’s per- 
sonnel in some way or other. For 
this special service the store 
charges the physician nothing. 
So far as he is concerned, the 
only expense connected with it is 
the small monthly fee charged 
by the telephone company for 
printing under the doctor’s own 
listing the words: “If no answer, 
call 43.” 

It sounds like a pretty good 
idea, one that might possibly be 
suggested in an offhand manner 
some day to an alert druggist in 
your own town. 


Fireproofing Formula 

Had the upholstery and dra- 
peries of the living quarters on 
the Morro Castle been properly 
fireproofed, the world would 
have been spared one of the most 
horrible of modern disasters. 

With a view to helping avert 
the repetition of a like catastro- 
phe, Dr. Charles F. Pabst, chief 
dermatologist of Greenpoint Hos- 
pital, Brooklyn, took it upon him- 
self recently to pass along an 
idea to Dickerson N. Hoover, 
chief of the United States Bureau 
of Steam Navigation, charged 
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with investigating the disaster. 

Hoover, it is said, was so im- 
pressed by Dr. Pabst’s advice 
that he is taking official notice 
of it in his forthcoming report 
on the Morro Castle holocaust. 
The suggestion is simply that any 
fabric used for interior decora- 
tion, hangings, curtains, and co 
forth, shall be immersed in a solu- 
tion of one pound ammonium 
sulphate and two quarts water. 
The fabric thus treated is ren- 
dered fireproof, and will so re- 
main until it is washed. 


Medicine's Next Goals 

Of the 1,342,074 deaths in the 
United States in 1933, the United 
States Census Bureau discloses, 
a greater number can be attri- 
buted to heart disease than to 
any other cause of death. Cancer 
comes second, with apoplexy 
third, followed closely by Bright’s 
disease and pneumonia. 


Mr. Milbank Speaks 

Albert G. Milbank, president 
of the Milbank foundation made 
it quite evident in a recent ad- 
dress at the Yorkville-Bellevue 
(N. Y.) Health Centre, a Mil- 
bank demonstration project, that 
he does not like the reputation 
his foundation has been acquiring 
as one of the chief backers of 
socialized medicine. Declared Mr. 
Milbank: 

“The Fund as many of you are 
aware, has been charged with ad- 
vocating state medicine; of 
demoting the members of the 
medical profession to the level of 
government clerks; of placing the 
emphasis on the quantity of med- 
ical care rather than on the quali- 
ty of medical care; of destroying 
that priceless human as well as 
traditional professional relation- 
ship between doctor and patient 
which has been one of the glories 
of the medical profession from 
time out of mind; of regimenting 
and sovietizing a group whose 
training costs more in time and 
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money than the training of al- 
most any other group in the 
country; and of blaming the doc- 
tors because many people do not 
receive adequate medical care. 
And all this by a lay organiza- 
tion which is asserted to have lit- 
tle knowledge of medical prob- 
lems and with scant interest in 
acquiring that knowledge from 
the only source from which it can 
be obtained—namely, from the 
medical profession. 

“If all, or any appreciable part, 
of these charges had any founda- 
tion in fact, I, speaking for my- 
self and for the directors and 
staff of the Fund, would be the 
first to concede that the medical 
profession has a just grievance. 
But the charges are, in fact, with- 
out basis.... 

“The Fund did not create the 
issue of health insurance.... It 
examined into the systems which 
had been worked out in other 
countries to the end that those 
features which had merit and 
would apply to American condi- 
tions might be considered, -and 
the mistakes and inappropriate 
features might be avoided. 

“A single organization or a 
single individual rarely, if ever, 
creates a major issue... The sole 
purpose of the Fund has been to 
stimulate discussion of a move- 
ment that had become clearly dis- 
cernible and which had already 
been translated into action in 
other countries.” 


+ 
Soviet's "Medical City" 


Construction of the largest 
medical center in the world is to 
be begun next spring in the Silver 
Forest on the Moscow River, a 
ten-minute drive from the Soviet 
capital. The government has al- 
lotted a 1,000-acre site for this 
purpose, and plans are now be- 
ing drawn in consultation with 
the commission that recently 
studied the Columbia Presby- 
terian Medical Center, the New 
York Hospital-Cornell University 
Medical Center, and the Rocke- 
feller Institute in New York. 
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It will be the purpose of the 
new giant medical institute to 
carry on both practical and 
theoretical work. For . experi- 
mental studies it plans to use 
about 130,000 animals a year. 

Another feature will be the 
Clinic of the Healthy Man, where 
observations will be made of the 
behavior of normal men and 
women after working, eating, 
resting, and so on. Special kitch- 
ens will prepare foods subjected 
to violet rays. There will be 
special chambers, where the tem- 
perature, air pressure, and other 
conditions of different climates 
will be reproduced and their ef- 
fect on living organisms studied. 


More Benefit Balls 


Once more President Roosevelt 
has agreed to “lend” his birthday 
as the occasion for a nation-wide 
series of benefit balls for the 
purpose of raising funds to com- 
bat infantile paralysis. Last year, 
on January 30, the National Com- 
mittee for the Birthday Ball for 
the President raised a net fund 
of $1,033,061.08, most of which 
was used for the improvement of 
the Georgia Warm Springs 
Foundation, established by the 
President as a non-profit institu- 
tion for the treatment of infantile 
paralysis sufferers. 

This year the funds so raised 
will be more widely dispersed, 70 
per cent being set aside for treat- 
ment, and 30 per cent for re- 
search activity, at the suggestion 
of the trustees. This means that 
money will be available to pro- 
vide facilities for treating suf- 
ferers from infantile paralysis 
in their own communities, 


Finger Pressure Revives Heart 


Here’s another of those breath- 
less dramas to add to your list 
of gallant tales of men against 
death: 

A woman patient lay on the 
operating table at University 
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Since Gerber brought out its booklet on 
“Mealtime Psychology,’’ hundreds of doc- 
tors have requested copies for distribution 
to mothers. 

It has proved of particular value to 
young mothers, whose inexperience and 
anxiety often make unnecessary demands 
upon a doctor’s time. 

“Mealtime Psychology,” so doctors tell 
us, reduces these demands by setting forth 
in clear and simple form the principles 
which guide a mother in establishing in- 
fant feeding discipline and a proper meal- 
time attitude on the part of both parents 
and older children. 
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It gives a mother a definite picture of 
the part she is expected to contribute to 
the training of her baby in normal eating 
habits, and relieves her physician, in 
many instances, of needless telephone calls. 

While our purpose in sponsoring this 
booklet has frankly been to advance the 
use of Gerber Strained Foods for infant 
feeding, many doctors have been kind 
enough to say that it has been of definite 
service to them. 

If you have not at present a supply of 
these booklets, we will be glad to send 
you as many copies as you desire for dis- 
tribution. 
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Hospital, Baltimore. Suddenly an 
attendant warned the surgeon: 
“Doctor, I can’t feel her pulse!” 
Quick examination proved that 
all pulsation had ceased. The pa- 
tient’s heart had stopped, and in 
a few moments no amount of 
surgical skill could recall her. 

Instantly the surgeon, a man 
internatienally famed in cardiac 
disorders, thrust his hand under 
the diaphragm, exposed by the 
incision, and pressed his fingers 
against the motionless heart to 
supply an artificial heartbeat by 
finger pressure. To quiet his own 
nervousness and to time the arti- 
ficial heartbeat properly, he 
counted slowly beneath his 
breath, and with each count his 
fingers compressed the heart 
rhythmically against the chest 
walls, keeping the blood coursing 
through the veins of the uncon- 
scious patient. 

Presently there was a faint 
flutter in the heart held in his 
hand, and soon he had the im- 
mense satisfaction of feeling the 
flutter turn into the regular na- 
tural heart beat. 


More Medical Economic 
Thought Urged 


It is high time, believes the 
editor of the St. Louis County 
Medical Society Bulletin, for edi- 
tors of all county medical society 
publications to stop filling bulle- 
tins with notices of meetings and 
purely scientific material. He uses 
his own front cover on a recent 
issue to impress this idea upon 
other editors: 

“Look about you and see what 
your society is doing, write it so 
the other fellow can get particu- 
lars and perhaps adopt or adapt 
it to the needs of his society. 

“Look at the medical bulletins 
of the other society, and do not 
hesitate to keep your member- 
ship well informed as to what the 
other societies are doing. 

“Look at the pages of many of 
the bulletins and see the lack of 
any economic articles, and then 
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go and make your bulletin fit the 
need of the times by printing as 
many as you can find. 

“Listen to the physicians ask- 
ing for or accepting the possibili- 
ties of state medicine, and then 
show them what the best medical 
minds have said about it and its 
trial in Russia, England, or else- 
where. 

“Listen to the complaint of the 
physicians regarding charity 
abuse, and then in your bulletin 
try to inform all your member- 
ship of what the other society is 
doing to correct it. 

“Listen to your membership 
congratulate you when you de- 
vote more of your society bulle- 
tin to ECONOMIC SUBJECTS.” 


Fake Accidents Charged 

In New York City the Grand 
Jury recently indicted fifteen per- 
sons, including a lawyer and 
three physicians, as members of 
a so-called fake accident ring. 
They are charged variously with 
grand larceny, attempted grand 
larceny, and conspiracy. All were 
placed under arrest and prepared 
for immediate arraignment in 
court when the indictments were 
made public. 

The indictment charged the 
use of sandpaper, mineral oil, 
chicken blood, and various drugs 
to simulate personal injuries in 
order to defraud insurance com- 
panies. 

* 


Cumming's Resignation 
Predicted 

In the recent appointment of 
Miss Josephine Roche, Colorado 
coal mine owner, “Goddess of 
Organized Labor,” and ardent 
new dealer, as Assistant Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to direct the 
activities of the U. S. Public 
Health Service, shrewd Washing- 
ton commentators foresee the 
resignation of Surgeon-General 
Hugh S. Cumming. 

Dr. Cumming, public health 
chief under five presidents, is at 
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definite natural aversion to 
medicine-taking. 
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been approved by the medical 
profession as an alkaline laxative 
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the present time in South Ameri- 
ca attending a sanitary confer- 
ence where, incidentally, he was 
re-elected Director-General of the 
Pan-American Sanitary Office. 
He is not expected to return to 
Washington until the latter part 
of December. 

Meanwhile, conjectures are fly- 
ing thick and fast as to who will 
be President Roosevelt’s new 
choice for his office. The odds at 
present seem to favor Dr. Thom- 
as Parran, New York State 
health chief, prominent in recent 
Washington conferences on the 
question of social security, and, 
because of his work with him 
when he was governor of New 
York, naturally close to F.D.R. 


Threat Seen in Sickness 
Insurance 


Behind the new Roosevelt plan 
to guard against economic loss 
occasioned by sickness lies a hid- 
den threat, namely, state medi- 
cine, declared Dr. Benjamin J. 
Slater, of the Eastman Kodak 
Company, in a recent address be- 
fore the New York State Society 
of Industrial Medicine. 

“Socialization of medicine would 
eventually mean that every doc- 
tor would be dancing to the tune 
of the political job seeker,” said 
Dr. Slater. “That would be even 
worse than the charity burdens 
now borne by the profession 
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which has doctors near the break- 
ing point.” 
* 


R.O.T.C. Units to be Dropped 


After June, 1935, the War De- 
partment announces, all medical 
department units of the reserve 
officers’ training corps, hereto- 
fore the source of over 50 per 
cent of the new medical appoint- 
ments, will be definitely discon- 
tinued. 

It is hoped that the interests 
of medical men and related per- 
sonnel in the officers’ reserve 
corps can be largely maintained 
by the establishment of proper 
contacts between the Army and 
class A medical, dental, and vet- 
erinary colleges. Special efforts 
will be made to interest young 
men who have just received their 
degrees, and changes in Army 
regulations have been approved 
whereby the requirement of li- 
cense and actual engagement in 
practice be waived. 

Thus the most recent medical 
graduates of class A _ medical 
schools will at once become eligi- 
ble for commissions in the re- 
serve medical corps of the Army. 


Model Health Insurance 
Bill 

Special committees of various 
state and county medical societies 
have recently examined a model 
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State Health Insurance bill pro- 
posed by the American Associa- 
tion for Social Security. In their 
preliminary study of it, medical 
critics find many weaknesses and 
undesirable features. 

The most serious charge 
against the proposed bill is that 
it retains the unsatisfactory fea- 
tures of the European types of 
health insurance, for it provides 
for a state commissioner, a state 
commission, district commission- 
ers and commissions, local com- 
missions, district finance super- 
visors, and district medical sup- 
ervisors. 

The financial support of the 
plan is to be secured: (a) by 
charging each employer of three 
or more persons 1% per cent of 
his payroll; (b) by deducting 
from each employee’s envelope 
3 per cent of his pay; (c) by 
payment on the part of the state 
of the equivalent of 144 per cent 
on all subjected payrolls. 

Under this bill, all employed 
persons earning up to $3,000 an- 
nually would be insured. Even 
employees of state and other 
governmental subdivisions would 
be insured. 

Benefits contemplated include 
not only all forms of medical and 
dental service, including hospi- 
tals, nursing, and laboratories, 
and so on, but are to embrace the 
much-criticized feature of cash 
benefits paid during sickness. 
Benefits, both medical and cash, 
extend not only to the employee 
but to his household dependents. 


e 
Rural Health Contest 


Through a grant from the 
W. K. Kellogg Fund, the Cham- 
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ber of Commerce of the U. S., 
cooperating with the American 
Public Health Association, is con- 
ducting the first Rural Health 
Conservation Contest, open to all 
full-time county or district health 
units which have within their 
areas affiliated chambers of com- 
merce. 

The announced purpose of the 
contest is to further the develop- 
ment of sound rural public health 
work, to the end that community 
health services may be improved. 
Awards similar to those given 
for the already-established city 
contests will be given in the rural 
field. In the latter, however, the 
entire country has been divided 
into six geographical divisions, 
and units compete only against 
other units in their own division, 
six awards being given to each 
of the six divisions. 

Thus far, of 211 eligible full- 
time county and district health 
units, approximately 70 have en- 
rolled. Those sponsoring the 
movement believe that it will 
foster a spirit of cooperation be- 
tween public health workers and 
the medical and dental profes- 
sion, in that specific credit will 
be given for preventive work 
done by private physicians and 
dentists. Furthermore, they say, 
the contest should provide useful 
publicity, analysis of the infor- 
mation submitted calling atten- 
tion to the strong features of a 
particular community’s public 
health program, and at the same 
time pointing out its evident 
needs. 

One of the major results hoped 
for is the bringing about of a 
more effective cooperation be- 
tween public health authorities 
and the medical and dental pro- 
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ifessions so as to encourage par- 
ticipation in preventive medicine 
Fon the part of the private practi- 


Bist Uncle Sam Do It 


Few analyses of the relief 
question, particularly as it con- 
[Continued on page 107] 





Speaking Frankly 
[Continued from page 7] 


from time to time in various journals and 
further verified by an article in August 
MEDICAL ECONOMICS, under the title, 
“Hermits Gather No Laurels,” by Robert 
S. Cleaver, M.D. 

I am assailed, however, by the very 
pertinent question which, to the best of 
my recollection, has never been asked or 
discussed, namely: What opportunity is 
offered to Jewish physicians of similar 
nature, as propounded in your article? 

Unfortunate as it may be, I know that 
in many small towns he is segregated, 
ostracized, and accorded treatment as if 
he were too loathsome for human com- 
panionship or association. 

Towards the physicians of my faith 
there exists in many of these small towns 
a sense of keenest antipathy... And from 
personal observation and experience I 
know there continues to be a definite, 
positive, and well-defined spirit of intol- 
erance and hatred against the Jew in- 
discriminately. 

Quite often these sentiments are made 
subservient to the needs of the moment ; 
they are submerged in the behest of busi- 
ness procedure. Nevertheless, the intol- 
erance and hatred remain, ready to 
strike—ofttimes with deadly force and 
when least expected. 

All this is born of the curse of the 
ages, the abomination of nations: dam- 
nable, contemptible ANTISEMITISM. 

With this word picture before your 
mind’s eye—a picture of factualities, not 
obsessions or phobias—I wonder how 
many (if any) of the small towns in the 
list you presented will offer a welcome to 
a Jewish physician? How many of them 
will assure a Jewish physician an income 
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sufficient for the support and mainte- 
nance of his family? 
I am interested to learn if there is a 
small town in this broad and glorious 
land of ours where a Jewish physician is 
really welcome—where he will be assured 
the cooperation of its inhabitants. 
William R. Silverstein, M.D. 
Newark, New Jersey 


[It is the reasoned opinion of 
MEDICAL EcoNOoMIcS that Dr. 
Silverstein is partially correct in 
what he says. Nevertheless, we 
do incline to the belief that the 
average Jewish physician who is 
of good character, able, and a true 
disciple of Aesculapius, will find 
better opportunity—if he must 
depend on a Christian clientele— 
in the ordinary small town than 
he will in a medium or large sized 
community. 

In the country village relation- 
ships are closer, fair play gets 
greater recognition, and a man is 
judged more according to his in- 
trinsic merit than on the basis of 
his religious tenets. 

Readers should be able to con- 
tribute some interesting side- 
lights on this topic.—EbD.] 


Scramble for Locations 
To the Editor: 

How strange is the fact that every one 
who tries to solve the problem of “the 
vanishing country doctor” should be an 
old time city doctor or some kind of 
writer far removed from the medical 
profession or any first hand knowledge 
of it. 

I am going to make the unqualified 
statement that there is not a vacant lo- 
cation in the whole United States that 
will pay any physician a half way decent 
income, and that when such a place does 
become vacant there is a scramble for it 
that reminds one of a football game. 

The situation sums up thus: No com- 
munity has any faith in a small town 
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doctor. Most people are ashamed to tell 
their friends that they are patronizing 
their own home physician. It’s not nearly 
so smart or important, they feel, as say- 
ing: “Oh, I go to Doctor Cityman. No, 
we don’t mind the drive; we rather 
enjoy it. Yes, Doctor Brown may be all 
right, but we prefer the city doctors.” 

Although you may tell your patients 
all about themselves and their troubles, 
they will leave you and go to a city spe- 
cialist to hear the same story in all its 
details. Then they will invariably come 
home to brag about what the wonderful 
city doctor discovered and told them, for- 
getting entirely that they heard the same 
facts from you before they left home— 
and at one-twentieth the cost. 


F. R. DeHoney, M.D. 
Kansas City, Missouri 


Suggests Federal Aid 


To the Editor: 

In recent months a good many of my 
financially embarrassed patients have 
needed medical services ‘“‘on the cuff.” 
The chances are 99 to 1 that I shall never 
be compensated for this work. 

If I am a Christian, I look for my re- 
ward in Heaven. If I am an atheist, I 
shall probably demand something more 
practical. 

Meanwhile, it occurs to me that a rec- 
ord should be kept by a Federal group, 
and I should be given credit in dollars 
and cents for such services. This credit 
could even accumulate as an asset to me 
and a liability of the Government, pay- 
able at such time as it may be possible 
for the latter to fulfill its obligations. 

J. H. Beckley, M.D. 
Nanticoke, Pennsylvania 





Healthy Tissue 


To the Editor: 


The August issue of 
ECONOMICS contained an article by 


MEDICAL 
Warner Leslie. It began in _ this 
fashion: 

“Collection agencies? Bosh! All a 
good many of them do is wheedle money 
out of our patients and then pocket it 
for themselves. We physicians seldom 
see a cent of it.” 

The article then disclosed despicable 
practices of crafty gentry who probably 
will continue to persist in all lines of 
business and professional activity, de- 
spite laws and_ enlightened public 
opinion. 

There is nothing to be said in the 
defense of such miscreants. Reputable 
men of all professions deplore their 
existence. 

However, without malice or rebuke, 
the writer seeks a few words in court 
for fear that Mr. Leslie’s rather all- 
embracing denunciations of collection 
agencies might have left a wrong im- 
pression in the minds of physicians. 

FACTS prove that collection men as 
a class are not unlicensed, predatory 
ogres, but on the contrary that many are 
conscientious, helpful business friends of 
physicians who must cope with dead- 
beats and recalcitrant débtors. 

Some years ago the collection business 
in this country was represented by a 
heterogeneous, unregulated, unassoci- 
ated body of men. With scant time for 
ethics, with few ideals, they went their 
self-centered, unbridled ways. As a re- 
sult, the mistakes of the stupid and mis- 
guided brought disrespect and annoyance 
to all engaged in collection work, no 
matter how scrupulously they conducted 
their respective activities. 

Mr. Leslie devoted most of his article 
to describing a type of collection agent 
who demands a signed contract that is 
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sequent to any surgical treatment 
of the urinary tract, Cystogen is 
indicated. It will flush the urinary 
passages from the kidney to the 
meatus with a dilute solution of 
formaldehyde and _ render the 

urine aseptic. 

The administration of five grains 
of Cystogen three or four times 
daily converts the urine into a 
solution of formaldehyde thus in- 
hibiting the formation of pus, 
preventing ammoniacal decompo- 
sition and the development of 
bacteria. By the Bromine test, 
formaldehyde can be detected in 
the urine from fifteen to twenty 
minutes after the administration 
of Cystogen. In thirty minutes the 
odor of formaldehyde is present. 


Literature and free samples sent by 


Cystogen Chemical Co. 


220 36th St., Brooklyn, New York 
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tricky and in the agent’s marked favor. 
Without wishing to appear favorably in- 
clined toward such men or methods, the 
temptation cannot be resisted to say that 
in most cases the creditor deserves to a 
certain extent to suffer for signing such 
documents. Generally, he should patron- 
ize only the honest, established collection 
firms in his community that require no 
signed contracts. 

By and large, Mr. Leslie and MEDI- 
CAL ECONOMICS deserve the gratitude 
of all honest collection agencies, as well 
as that of the medical profession, for 
calling attention to the annoying sore 
that continues to fester in our economic 
system. But it is regrettable that no 
emphasis was given to the abundance of 
healthy tissue that exists. 

Paradoxical as it may seem, were 
there no dishonesty, there would be no 
deadbeats and no need for collection 


agencies. Conversely, were there no 
honesty, there would be no collection 
agencies; for they would, by their own 
treachery, quickly commit business 
suicide! 

Louis Spencer, President 


California Association of 
Collection Agencies, 
Oakland, Calif. 


A New Frontier 
In Surgery 


[Continued from page 43] 


that prevents the patient from 
earning a livelihood. 


But, as in all other types of 
practice, between the clinic case 
who can pay nothing and the 
comfortably fixed person who can 
afford to put a substantial fee 
“on the line” before the opera- 
tion, there comes the self-sup- 
porting wage-earner who wants 
and needs plastic surgery but can 
not pay the regular fees. 


For this sort of prospective 
patient—the school teacher, the 
stenographer, the department 
store clerk—the surgeon naturally 
trims his fee, usually taking @ 
note for it so that payment can 
be spread out over a number of 
months. 


For the ambitious young man 
in medicine here is a fascinating 
specialty whose surface has 
barely been scratched. If he can 
qualify, the future in it is bright. 
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Washington Weighs It 


[Continued from page 18] 


income brackets, and at the same 
time to maintain the existing 
standards of service upheld by 
the medical profession. Coupled 
with these, also, is the objective 
of devising a fair system for 
compensating physicians. 

It is hoped, through the co- 
operation of the medical and den- 
tal professions and the hospitals, 
to avoid such controversies as 
marked the work and report of 
the Committee on the Costs of 
Medical Care. Rather than ar- 
rive at both a majority report 
and a minority report, the two 
incompatible with each other, the 
committee aims to reach a con- 
clusion which, although it in- 
volves concessions on both sides, 
will be sufficiently satisfactory tc 
all concerned to justify their ap- 
proving it. 

. 


The first official meeting of the 
medical advisory committee, on 
November 15, took place behind 
closed doors. Neither this meet- 
ing nor the one that followed im- 
mediately afterward on Novem- 
ber 16 were open to the public. 
A few days later, however, Dr. 
Edwin E. Witte, executive direc- 
tor of the Committee on Economic 
Security, told MEDICAL ECoNoM- 
Ics that: “We sincerely hope to 
develop some kind of program 
which will have the support of 
the profession as well as of the 
public. 

“The attitude of the profession 
as a whole is very fine, and I 
think we have succeeded in satis- 
fying association officials that we 
are not trying to jam anything 
through. 

“There has been much misap- 
prehension due to misunderstand- 
ing. We are not advocating a 
particular program, but are sub- 
mitting the problem to _ the 
profession. 

“We have said to the profes- 
Sion: ‘Here is a problem. How 
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are you going to meet it?’ 

“Certainly, the Committee on 
Economic Security will not 
recommend anything which will 
destroy the independence of phy- 
sicians, or which will be detri- 
mental to the progress of the pro- 
fession. At this stage, coopera- 
tion in building a program looks 
more hopeful than anything 
which has been tried heretofore. 

“The question of adequate 
medical care for those of low in- 
comes is important in normal 
times; and it has become more 
acute, naturally, during the de- 
pression.” 





It is understood that Dr. Stuart 
Roberts of Emory University is 
urging the medical advisory com- 
mittee to cooperate with the Fed- 
eral Government in the support 
of a modified form of health in- 
surance. Other members of the 
committee, including Dr. Harvey 
Cushing of Yale, take the definite 
stand that medical standards 
must not be sacrificed through the 
passage of legislation for medical 
socialization. 

One suggestion which the com- 
mittee has considered is that of 
Michael Davis of the Julius 
Rosenwald Fund, recommending 
extension of the U. S. Public 
Health Service and the building 
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of rural hospitals as part of the 
Government’s public works pro- 
gram. The system of low-priced 
medical care, as inaugurated 
under the Federal Emergency 
Relief Administration, could well 
be extended, Dr. Davis believes. 

The so-called “Detroit Plan” 
of medical service [see MEDICAL 
Economics, April, 1934, page 
24 ff.] has also been suggested 
as a type of project that might 
be adopted nationally. This plan, 
readers will recall, makes it pos- 
sible for the medical profession 
to fit high-grade medical services 
to the low-wage earner’s purse— 
not through insurance or through 
government or political agencies, 
but through the county medical 
society. 

Following the appointment of 
the medical advisory committee, 
Secretary of Labor Frances Per- 
kins asserted that selections had 
been made “in accord with the 
policy announced by the Presi- 
dent’s Committee on Economic 
Security last August that it 
would make no recommendations 
affecting the medical profession 
without securing its advice and 
assistance.” 

Miss Perkins also made _ it 
clear that the committee’s views 
would not be crystallized for 
some time to come, and that it 
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would therefore welcome sugges- 
tions from those interested in the 
problems under discussion. “Those 
interested,” it is presumed, in- 
clude private physicians. 


A Panacea for 


the United States? 


[Continued from page 15] 

costs. Yet to help them the entire 
population is asked to assume a 
yearly obligation of $130 per 
average family—$20 more than 
the present average outlay of 
$110. This is no small sum, con- 
sidering that over half the fami- 
lies in the United States earn 
less than $2,000 a year. Even if 
industry and the state take over 
part of the load, the worker will 
still help to carry it indirectly in 
the form of higher living costs 
and increased taxation. 

e 


The situation with respect to 
the community as a whole is not 
dissimilar. Advocates of compul- 
sory health insurance stress the 
universal application of prophy- 
lactic measures as one of the 
outstanding benefits to be looked 
for under their plan. These 
benefits have nowhere material- 
ized where obligatory pre-pay- 
ment for sickness is in force. 

In fact, according to many ob- 
servers, this is one of the out- 
standing failures of the insurance 
system. The question has even 
been raised: “‘whether the amount 
of money spent for health insur- 
ance in Great Britain over the 
past 21 years might not have ac- 
complished more toward the 
health and welfare of the people 





73 


had it been used in a different 
way.” 

In spite of this, the American 
proponents of compulsory health 
insurance expect the government 
to appropriate at least a dollar 
more per person for public health 
purposes if their plan is accepted 
—one hundred and twenty mil- 
lions more in new taxes to start 
with. To start with—for in every 
European country with com- 
pulsory health insurance the ten- 
dency has been for the govern- 
ment to take over more and more 
of the costs each year. 

The full import of this to the 
taxpayer becomes clearer with 
Robb’s estimate that taxes in this 
country would have to be doubled 
if the United States adopted the 
British system of social insur- 
ance. 

From the civic viewpoint this 
is neither the only nor the worst 
evil of obligatory pre-payment 
for illness. The complicated 
bureaucracy which invariably ac- 
companies compulsory health in- 
surance has unwholesome political 
potentialities that are especially 
to be feared in a democracy like 
ours. It affords almost unlimited 
opportunities for log-rolling and 
patronage. 

In Germany the lay employees 
of the Krankenkassen almost 
equal the number of physicians 
employed. And other countries 
are rapidly approaching the same 
ratio. 

* 


What a chance for the political 
spoilsman! 

One insured group is played 
against another, industrial units 
contend for special benefits, and 
medical practice becomes_ the 
plaything of political expediency 
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rather than an instrument of 
healing. Important as this factor 
is, it is ignored by most of the 
advocates of compulsory health 


insurance. 
* 


What will happen to the 
American physician if the insur- 
ance system is adopted here? The 
propagandists for sickness insur- 
ance deplore the insufficient 
present-day returns of private 
practice, and assert that the 
profession would receive a more 
equitable return for its services 
under their plan. They promise 
the practitioner $7.50 per capita 
of population and, figuring on a 
thousand patients, arrive at the 
comfortable figure of $7,500 
gross income a year. 

The profession, on the other 
hand, asks how many physicians 
would actually earn that sum, 
since there is one doctor to every 
780 persons in the United States. 
Taking a mean of 780 by $7.50, 
the total__$5,850—fails to equal 
the present average gross. As a 
matter of fact, it is hard to see 
how the physician could benefit 
financially under compulsory 
health insurance. since the prom- 
ised rate of $7.50 per capita is 
almost a dollar and a half less 
than the prevailing rate disclosed 
by the Committee on the Costs of 
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Medical Care. 
European statistics do not en- 
courage hopes of increased medi- 


cal earnings under compulsory 
health insurance. Although Brit- 
ain has only one physician to 
every 1,069 of population, the 
gross income of English physi- 
cians from their insurance pa- 
tients averages only $2,000 a 
year. In the United States, on 
the other hand, the average net 
income of practitioners is almost 
twice that sum. [$3,969. See 
“Our Post-Depression Incomes,” 
MEDICAL Economics, April, 1934.] 

It is true that medicine offers 
other rewards besides money. 
And believers in health insurance 
like to picture the doctor, released 
from monetary uncertainty, uti- 
lizing the most modern methods 
in daily practice and pursuing 
scientific studies in his new 
found leisure. 

Undoubtedly the insurance 
practitioner would be glad to live 
up to this portrait if circum- 
stances permitted—but would 


they? 
There is no reason to expect 
that the American physician 


would be much better off under 
compulsory health insurance than 
his European confreres. And 
there, in order to earn a decent 
livelihood, the practitioner must 
see so many patients a day that 
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anything more than a _ perfunc- 
tory routine is out of the 
question. 

He is further hampered by his 
uncomfortable position between 
the patient and the insurance 
administration, to both of whom 
he is an object of some distrust. 
The patient, determined to get his 
money’s worth, makes demands 
for drugs and special services 
that the practitioner cannot 
grant without jeopardizing his 
position with his lay superiors. 

The quality of medical service 
is bound to suffer in such an at- 
mosphere. Inevitably the con- 
trol of treatment passes from the 
physician to the lay bureaucracy 
whose employee he is. Inevitably 
the interposition of this third 
party erects a barrier of suspi- 
cion between doctor and patient 
and destroys the peculiar confi- 
dential relationship that all fac- 
tions acknowledge to be essential 
to successful healing. 

The inability to purchase medi- 
cal care, like the inability to 
purchase any other necessity, is 
primarily an economic problem. 
The advocates of compulsory 
health insurance make no attempt 
to solve the basic problem of 
poverty, but seek to palliate its 
consequences. Unfortunately the 
method they have chosen is 
something of an anomaly in a 
country like the United States, 
which is still moored firmly to 
capitalism and upholds the profit 
motive. By limiting financial 
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opportunity and circumscribing 
professional independence, it de- 
stroys important incentives to 
medical effort. 

On the one side of this issue 
are those who see in obligatory 
pre-payment the solution of all 
medico-economic problems. On 
the other is an equally determined 
band that believes this method 
would retard medical progress 
and definitely lower the standards 
of medical care in this country. 

The fact that such a diver- 
gence of opinion exists after 80 
years of compulsory health in- 
surance, suggests that the latter 
is something less than a panacea, 
and that the American people 
would do well to pause before 
scrapping the existing system of 
practice for a method that is still 
the subject of violent controversy 
after eight decades of trial. 


To be Read 
Before Locating 


[Continued from page 33] 
lize right at the start that each 
presents its specific problems. 
First, the business section. 
The business section of a city, 
though ideal for certain doctors, 
proves very difficult for others. 
you are beginning practice 
and have as yet no following, and 
if, moreover, you have no sub- 
stantial funds to tide you over 
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a possible extended period of 
waiting—it would be better that 
you should not choose the busi- 
ness section. 

It is easy to see why. 

The business section is like a 
whirlpool that momentarily at- 
tracts most people, but retains 
none of them permanently; it 
has an almost wholly transient 
population. No really neighborly 
spirit can be fostered where you 
see men “in transit,” always in 
a hurry, always pressed for time, 
keyed up to the swift tempo of 
modern business life. 

It is evident that the problem 
of location and the personal qual- 
ifications of the physician can 
not be separated. Wherever he 
sets up practice, it is imperative 
that he become known. This in- 
volves one of two things: either 
a slow, steady growth of ac- 
quaintance through frequent 
neighborly contact; or a previous 
reputation that insures recom- 
mendation from a large group. 

Manifestly it is hard to culti- 
vate neighborly contact where 
there are no permanent neigh- 
bors. Therefore, the doctor who 
would be successful in the busi- 
ness section of the city ought al- 
ready to have a reputation if he 
expects immediate returns. The 
majority of doctors who locate 
in the business section of a city 
today have first established a 
practice in the residential or 
suburban district of the city. 

Sometimes the physician re- 
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sorts to the downtown office as 
an escape from an overnumerous 
clientele that has resulted from 
the excellence of his treatment. 
There he can restrict his patients 
to specified office hours, and the 
complete separation of office and 
home eliminates stragglers. 

Needless to say, the specialist 
will locate in the business sec- 
tion of the city; for he is pecu- 
liarly dependent on cases re- 
ferred to him by colleagues, and 
must be easily accessible to doc- 
tor and patient. 

The neighborhood in the busi- 
ness section must be carefully 
considered. There is much varia- 
tion in kind, and it is good prac- 
tice to attack the problem some- 
what in the manner in which 
real estate assessors do. 


Some of the things you should 
investigate are: 

1. Is the street a main thor- 
oughfare? 

2. Are there transportation fa- 
cilities within two or three 
blocks? 

3. Is the section likely to grow 
and improve, or are unwelcome 
elements gradually finding their 
way into it? 

4. Are there many vacant of- 
fices and stores in the neighbor- 
hood? 

5. How many M.D.’s practice 
nearby? 

6. How many have been locat- 
ed there for five years? ten 
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sible with modern, 
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and equipment used 
in Heinz kitchens 








OST vegetables cooked and strained 
M at home have a lower vitamin and 
mineral retention than do Heinz Strained 
Foods. Impartial tests have proved this, 
over and over again. 


There are three reasons for this. (1) Heinz 
vegetables are hours-fresh from gardens 
when prepared. (2) They ate cooked in 
dry steam. (3) They are strained without 
exposure to vitamin-destroying air, then 
vacuum packed into enamel-lined tins. 


When you prescribe Heinz Strained Foods 
for infants or soft-diet cases, you are 
assured an abundant, always uniform 
retention of vitamin and mineral we 

content, at any season of the year. 4 
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years? longer? 

Availability should be viewed 
in the light of the proportion of 
favorable answers to these and 
similar questions. 


Generally speaking, the physi- 
cian’s downtown office ought to 
be located in a section noted for 
its exclusive retail shops, thea- 
tres, private galleries, book- 
stores, and so on. You will ob- 
serve that the best retail lines 
almost always group together at 
a given point; this is likewise 
true of professional men. Hence, 
you should try to locate among 
a group of physicians noted for 
their ability, who have popular- 
ized their neighborhood as the 
locus of the best talents to be 
had in the city. 

Watch closely the pedestrians 
in the neighborhood: Are they of 
the upper middle and wealthy 
classes? Take special notice of 
the window displays in the 
shops: Are they attractive and 
in good taste? Enter various 
stores and notice whether inside 
they measure up to their window 
displays: Are they congenial, or 
crowded with riff-raff? Are the 
clerks intelligent and _ well 
groomed? 

If it appears that the best 
stores are pressed for space you 
should endeavor to ascertain 
whether there is any chance of 
their moving to roomier quarters, 
in which event it is possible that 





a less desirable merchant may 
move into the vacated shop. Sev- 
eral such would in time tend to 
undermine the exclusiveness of 
the entire neighborhood and be- 
come a serious hamper to you 
as a professional tenant. 

It must be remembered that 
the physician in this more exe 
clusive business section depends 
rather on the wealth of his cliene 
tele than on its volume; theree 
fore, a point of great consee 
quence is the fee-rate charged by 
local doctors. 

In the larger cities you will 
usually find an opportunity to 
locate in what might be called a 
second-class business section, i.e., 
one in which the stores and pe- 
destrians tend more towards the 
average and lower middle-class 
type. Here, naturally, the vol- 
ume of clientele will be at a pre- 
mium, and fees necessarily lower. 
Here also, however, it is advisable 
that you select a “better” street 
(if there is such), and one that 
has’ greatest accessibility. A 
modification of the foregoing pro- 
cedure should be applied here, 
but of course on a uniformly 
lower scale. 


Second, the factory section. 

There is scope for practice in 
the factory section for the doctor 
who doesn’t mind plenty of hard 
work, late hours, small fees, and 
a large volume of patients. In 
choosing your location you must 
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strive for convenience and access- 
ibility. 

Pick the street that most of the 
neighborhood laborers traverse 
daily. If there is a retail dis- 
trict catering to the factory 
workers, it is a good plan to 
locate in the heart of such a dis- 
trict. 

Not every doctor is qualified 
to succeed in the factory section 
of a city. If the idea of practic- 
ing there appeals to you, remem- 
ber that vou must possess a grave 
appreciation of the hardships to 
which your patients are a con- 
stant prey. You must have an 
understanding, confidence-win- 
ning way of dealing with illit- 
erate foreigners. You must have 
considerable skill in surgery and 
be unusually resourceful in the 
presence of serious accidents— 
which are all too frequent in such 
a district. 

Since your practice depends on 
the factory laborers who in turn 
depend on the factories, it is 
most important that you, in- 
vestigate the factories. Find out: 

1. How frequently shut-downs 
have occurred in the past five 
years. 

2. How frequently strikes have 
occurred in the past five years, 
and why. 

Also find out how many doc- 
tors are serving the community 
and whether all have modern of- 
fices and equipment. A seeming- 
ly large number of doctors need 
not eliminate you; some may be 
poorly equipped and therefore 
practicing below capacity. 


* 
Third, the residential section. 


Probably one of the easiest 
places in which to develop a pay- 
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ing practice is the middle-class 
residential section. Almost any 
doctor is qualified to serve such a 
neighborhood with success, and 
it proves especially kindly to the 
beginner. 

The first thing to find out is 
the proportion of native Ameri- 
cans and the ratio of literacy. 
The higher each is, the easier you 
will find it to develop your prac- 
tice. 

The American appreciates the 
doctor; and the literate, if he 
doe: not already do so, can be 
taught. However, certain foreign 
nationalities are known for their 
adjustability, hygienic habits, and 
thriftiness—and such prove ex- 
cellent patients. 

There is one important excep- 
tion to the general rule in favor 
of native stock: The doctor of 
foreign extraction, who knows 
his native tongue and his peopl, 
may find a gold mine in a neigh- 
borhood predominantly occupied 
by his own countrymen. Thus, if 
you are Italian, and know the 
Italian language and tempera- 
ment, it may be well worth your 
while to try an Italian neigh- 
borhood. 

In the middle-class residential 
section you should expect to find 
the following places of business: 

1. Drug stores. 

2. Candy shops and soda foun- 
tains. 

8. Delicatessen stores. 

4. Food markets of the better 
type. 

5. Haberdasheries. 

6. Shoe stores. 

7. Cinemas. 

Don’t fail to investigate the 
fee-rate in the neighborhood. 
While it will not usually be high, 
it should not be too low. 

[Turn the page] 
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eAn appreciation 


to the Medical Profession .... 


May we take this opportunity to express our appreciation to 
those physicians who have requested samples to clinically 
test the merits of 


MAZON 


THOUSANDS OF SAMPLES OF MAZON AND 
MAZON SOAP were sent physicians who acknowledged our 
advertisement in September Medical Economics. 

We appreciate your confidence, Doctor. 


One of these physicians wrote: 

“A few weeks ago you sent me a sample of Mazon and Mazon Soap. May I 
say that I am delighted with the results in a case of chronic Eczema. It has 
cleared up beautifully.” 


Dr. A. J. S.—Mich. November 1, 1934. 





Completely  elimi- 
nated the Psoriasis 
condition shown at 
left in eight weeks. 


e 
The case had pre- 
viously resisted all 
treatment for fif- 
teen years. 


There has been 
no recurrence since 
elimination with 
Mazon and Mazon 
Soap 43 months 


ago 

* 
This case is typical 
of many similar 


conditions that had 
previously failed to 
respond to other 
treatments 
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In most cities there is a more 
exclusive part of the residential 
section where the wealthier citi- 
zens live. Such a spot offers 
splendid opportunities for prac- 
tice, but demands that the doctor 
have social and financial assets 
above the average. It approxi- 
mates most nearly the exclusive 
suburbs (about which, more 


later). 
® 


Fourth, the suburban section. 

Like Caesar’s Gaul, suburbs can 
be divided into three parts: 

1. Those whose population is 
composed chiefly of steel workers, 
packing house employes, factory 
laborers, and so on. 

2. Suburbs composed of aver- 
age, middle-class citizens, com- 
fortably situated, with incomes 
ranging from $3,000 to $7,000 a 
year. 

3. Suburbs composed of the 
elite, the wealthy, enjoying in- 
comes of $10,000 and more. 

The first class of suburbs is 
very like the factory section of 
the city and demands similar 
qualifications from the practi- 
tioner who would succeed. He 
must be willing to work early 
and late, accept small fees in 
times of prosperity, and no fees 
in times of depression. His main 
bet is volume, and volume of this 
kind precludes leisure or refine- 
ment. 

Investigate the average wage 
paid in the community, the num- 
ber of shut-downs in the past five 
years, the number of strikes, the 
predominant nationality, and the 
percentage of literacy. Find out 
what the fee-rate is and how 
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long colleagues have carried on 
successful practice. 

The middle-class suburb (class 
2) requires careful consideration 
because the doctor is forced to 
cater to a much more exacting 
clientele. He must have con- 
siderable acquaintance, some re- 
pute as a skilled practitioner, 
and, moreover, be socially accep- 
table in the best circles of his 
community. He must be public- 
spirited, and should also, if con- 
venient, become a member of some 
of the outstanding clubs in the 
section. 

Before deciding definitely on 
the suburb, let him investigate 
the following: 


1. How many doctors already 
established and how long. 

2. Population of the suburb. 

8. How much has the popula- 
tion increased in the last ten 
years? 

4. What is the average value 
of homes privately owned? 

5. What is the average scale of 
rentals for residences and apart- 
ments? 

6. What per cent of the popula- 
tion owns cars? 


An excellent indicator is the 
rental rate in the community: 
If it is fairly high it indicates 
a population in comfortable cir- 
cumstances. The fee-rate, too, 
should be substantial. 


The third class of suburbs de- 
mands unusual qualifications. 
There is small chance for rapid 
practice-building in a_ section 
composed of the very wealthy. 

[Turn the page] 
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Accordingly, the physician who 
would establish himself in such a 
location must have a reserve that 
will permit him not only to tide 
over a long period of “waiting” 
but also to keep up with the so- 
cial activities of an exclusive 
neighborhood. 

One wealthy patient, however, 
will almost invariably bring many 
others. The crux of your prob- 
lem resolves itself into waiting; 
being socially active; and, when 
the chance offers, serving your 
first client in a wholly admirable, 
scientific, and satisfactory way. 

Obviously patients will be few 
but distinguished, and fees high. 


If the young practitioner will 
“scout around” not “a bit” but a 
good deal, and along the lines 
indicated, ke will probably not 
have to move in the near future. 


_-_—_———— 


Prescription for 
the Doctor's Dollar 


[Continued from page 23] 


banks of the country are creating 
out of thin air new checking ac- 
counts which are turned over to 
the United States Treasury in 
exchange for bonds. The new 
purchasing power thus made is 
forced out into the channels of 
trade in the course of the Gov- 
ernment’s spending program. 

These circumstances almost in- 
sure that the doctor’s dollars are 
going to shrink. During the 
next few years, money that is 
saved will lose a large portion of 
its buying power because of a 
rising price level—unless steps 
are taken to offset those unfor- 
tunate effects. 

No doubt the recent investment 
experience of the average doctor 
has convinced him that the sav- 
ings bank, the life insurance com- 
pany, and the soundest high-grade 
bonds are the only safe places for 
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his surplus funds. But the les- 
son he has learned and paid for 
so dearly may soon have to be 
unlearned, in part at least. Ac- 
cording to present indications, 
every type of investment which 
holds forth the promise of repay- 
ing the same number of dollars 
invested is going to be placed in 
the semi-speculative category by 
this Governmental policy, which, 
instead of stealing from the num- 
ber of dollars involved, threatens 
subtly to rob them of their buy- 
ing power. 

Rising prices mean a decreas- 
ing capacity to buy with a given 
number of dollars. This in turn 
means that ordinary procedure 
must be changed to meet the new 
situation. 

Exactly what can be done may 
be considered under three sepa- 
rate headings, as follows: 

First, what can be done to 
“beat” a rising cost of living? 

Second, how can the physician 
protect his savings dollar? 

Third, how to offset the ettente 
on his life insurance? 


® 
We shall begin by considering 


ways and means of beating a ris- 
ing cost of living. 
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Obviously, a rising trend in 
living costs (which has already 
begun) can best be offset by ac- 
cumulating large stocks of the 
necessities of life. In this modern 
age, when canned and bottled 
goods play such an important 
part in food requirements, it is a 
simple matter to accumulate siz- 
able stocks of these essential ar- 
ticles. It will be found that case 
lots are cheaper than smaller 
quantities, and the _ physician 
who has ample storage facilities 
will find it advantageous to lay 
in a two or three years’ supply 
of those things which will keep 
without spoiling. 

By far the best way to insure 
against a rising cost for shelter 
is to buy your own home. Homes 
can be purchased today at prices 
as low as, if not lower than, they 
will ever be during the lifetime 
of this generation. In addition, 
a home serves as one of the 
soundest media of investment for 
those who may have neither spe- 
cial knowledge nor aptitude in 
that field. 

Of course, a certain degree of 
shrewdness is called for in mak- 
ing such an important purchase; 
but this, after all, is not a diffi- 
cult field in which to acquire 
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knowledge. (The Governn.ent 
publications, “How to Judge a 
House” and “How to Own You. 
Home,” are particularly helpful, 
and can be purchased from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
Washington, D. C., for ten cents 
and five cents, respectively.) The 
same benefits can, of course, be 
derived by securing a long-term 
lease on a desirable office at 
present low rates. 

Clothing is the third basic 
necessity; but, unfortunately, 
supplies for the future cannot 
always be purchased with assur- 
ance that they will both fit and 
be in style when the time for 
wearing them comes. Still, it will 
be wise to stock up ahead on such 
staples as underwear, shirts, 
household linens, and, for men at 
least, the more_ conservative 
styles of outer garments. 


Now a word about protecting 
the savings dollar. 

It is a peculiar irony of fate 
that these monetary vagaries 
should be forced on the country 
at a time when investors have 
just been given expensive lessons 
in the field of security buying. 
Probably most doctors who had 
any surplus funds are now the 
sadder but wiser owners of a few 
real estate mortgage bonds and 
possibly a share or two of “cat 
and dog” stocks. Investors have 
had forcibly impressed upon them 
the contrast between high-grade 
investment bonds and the junk 
that floats around in the market. 

But now these lessons are to be 
rendered almost useless, Govern- 
ment policy indicates. A shrink- 
age in the dollar means lost buy- 
ing power for the funds that have 
been placed in savings banks or 
invested in high-grade bonds and 
mortgages. Anything yielding a 
fixed return and with a definite 
par value stated in dollars will 
decline in real value directly in 
proportion to the coming rise in 
general prices. 

_ Instead of leaving all his funds 
in the bank or holding only high- 
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would like to 
prescribe sun- 
shine and there’s little 
or no sunshine available 
—those are the times 
when it is good to know 
that VITAMEXOL con- 
tains Vitamin D as well 
as Vitamins B and G. 
Vitamexol contains an 
adequate amount of 
Vitamin D, the con- 
troller of mineral me- 
tabolism, to prevent and 
cure rickets. The ac- 
companying photos of 
actual sections of tibia 





Upper plate 
“ . ; shows section of 
illustrate the effect o rat in which 
a small quantity of Vita- 
mexol administered to 
our laboratory animals. 


rickets had been 
induced. Lower 
plate shows sec- 
tion in which 
rickets had been 


Vitamexol also contains 
a large percentage of 
proteins, carbohydrates 
and minerals. Being rich induced and 
in food value, it is the cured by Vita- 
ideal builder. mexol, 


R. J. 


STRASENBURGH 
COMPANY 


Rochester, N. Y. 


Pharmaceutical Chemists 
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POST-HEMORRHAGIC 
ANEMIA 


In anemia following severe surgical operations, 
childbirth or accidents, with much loss of 
blood, the hemoglobin content of the blood is 
low and the tissues are blood-starved. Iron is 
strongly indicated. In these conditions, Ovo- 
ferrin acts quickly and effectively because of 
its rapid assimilation. 

Containing one grain of metallic iron in col- 
loidal form to each adult dose, Ovoferrin is a 
rapid and powerful blood-builder. 

Patients take Ovoferrin readily, because it 
is palatable—in fact, almost tasteless. Unlike 
soluble iron salts, it does not stain the teeth, it 
does not irritate the most sensitive stomach, 
and as it is not astringent, it does not induce 
constipation or colic. To the contrary, in some 
cases it seems to favor intestinal peristalsis. 

Ovoferrin hastens convalescence and may be 
taken as a general tonic for long periods. 
Elderly people find it exceptionally valuable. 

The adult dosage is one tablespoonful, in a 
wineglass of milk or water, before or after 
meals; for children, Ovoferrin is especially 
suitable because it has no disagreeable taste. 
They take it willingly. The dose is one or two 
teaspoonfuls, in milk or water. 

Ovoferrin is prescribed in 11-ounce bottles. 


A. C. BARNES COMPANY 
(INCORPORATED) 


New Brunswick, New Jersey 


Sole Manufacturers of Ovoferrin and Argyrol 
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grade bonds, then, the doctor 
should place a good portion of 
his money in sound common 
stocks and comparable _ invest- 
ments such as a home. 


What to do about life insur- 
ance? 

In the case of his life insur- 
ance dollar, the problem is this: 
During the next few years mone- 
tary changes may quite likely 
force an extensive rise in prices, 
with the result that policies orig- 
inally intended to provide ample 
funds for dependents may prove 
inadequate. In addition, there is 
to be considered the fact that the 
cash value of a life insurance 
policy today is practically the 
same, from the doctor’s point of 
view, as funds in the savings 
bank. 

Since this is so, it is suggested 
that the professional man seri- 
ously consider holding both term 
insurance and ordinary life in- 
surance, rather than ordinary 
life alone. Provided he is eligible 
for term coverage, a $10,000 term 
policy plus a $10,000 ordinary 
life policy will cost considerably 
Jess in premiums than a single 
$20,000 straight life contract. 

The saving thus made possible 
can be invested in sound stocks 





93 


and other commodities whose 
value during an inflationary peri- 
od is bound to rise. At the same 
time, as an added precaution in 
the event that inflation does not 
come about (despite overwhelm- 
ing indications that it will) the 
ordinary life policy can be de- 
pended upon when the insured 
dies to pay its face value in dol- 
lars of current value. 

The insurance program 
sketched is essentially a hedging 
one. Depending upon the situa- 
tion of the individual concerned, 
greater emphasis may be placed 
on either the term contract or on 
straight life insurance. 

If inflation continues, the phy- 
sician will profit through his 
commitment in term insurance. 
If it does not, his ordinary life 
insurance will keep him on a fair- 
ly even keel. 

2 


Brief as the foregoing sugges- 
tions have necessarily been, they 
furnish a foundation for far- 
sighted protective action. By fol- 
lowing them the individual will 
go a long way toward preserving 
his financial health. 

At best, the ideas expressed 
comprise something that every 
physician believes in: a kind of 
preventive medicine. 











Available on prescription 
in 1, 2 and 4 oz jars; 
% and 1 lb. jars for 
dispensing 

ADVERTISED 

TO THE PROFESSION 


CLINICAL 


The ONLY stable lotio sulphurata in perma- 
nent cream form, Magma Sulforata is being 
used by physicians 
X-Rays and other preparations failed Magma 
Sulforata succeeded! 
Doctor, in a stubborn case of Acne, Rosacea, 
or similar condition. 
years duration, Magma Sulforata shows re- 
markable results within a month or five weeks. 





and hospitals. Where 
Try Magma Sulforata, 


In cases of 5 and 6 





SUPPLY 


SULFOR-EX CO., 


Inc. EE 
ON 311 West 59th Street, New York City 
Gentlemen: Send at once Clinical Package Magma Sulforata and 


literature. 


REQUES 


Dr. LUST CTN ETE ETS 
Address rer 
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This Hunger Striker needs your help! 





T’S pleasanter to end a strike by 
peaceful arbitration than by force— 


And when the striker is a youngster 
who howls at the very sight of strained 
vegetables and fruits—it’s not only 
pleasanter, but ever so much wiser 
as well. 


For, as you know, babies need the 
extra vitamins and mineral salts that 
such supplementary foods afford. And 
forcing little rebels to eat only too 
often sets up lasting prejudices 
against essential foods. 

In many cases, two words from a 
wise doctor have solved the problem. 


2.” 


Two little words . . . ““Try Clapp’s. 
Babies take Clapp’s Foods will- 


ingly because they like their 
taste. They like their uni- 
formity, too. There’s never 
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CLAPP’ S ORIGINAL 


BABY SOUPS AND VEGETABLES 





any disturbing variation in “feel” or 
flavor from feeding to feeding—as 
there can’t help being when supple- 
mentary foods are made at home. 

May we send you—free—a com- 
prehensive new booklet of recent find- 
ings on Infant Feeding? Address 
Harold H. Clapp, Inc., Dept. 88, 
1328 University Avenue, Rochester, 
New York. 


15 VARIETIES 
The World’s Largest Baby Menu 


Baby Soup (Strained) . . . Baby Soup (Un- 
strained) ... Vegetable Soup ... Beef Broth... 
Wheatheart Cereal ... Spinach , . . Carrots ...« 

as... Asparagus ... Tomatoes . . . Beets 
... Wax Beans ... Prune Pulp .. . Apricot 
Pulp ... Apple Sauce. 

Made as baby foods should be made—by 
trained specialists who concern themselves with 
baby foods exclusively. Clapp’s Baby Foods 
are cooked in glass-lined vacuum kettles. They 
retain in high degree the natural vitamin value 
and mineral salt content. 
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SAMPLES OF CHOLOGESTIN: This 
product is said to be effective in remov- 
ing the essential causes of gall-stones by 
accelerating the flow of bile and thereby 
abolishing stagnation. It is also pointed 
out that Chologestin contains absolutely 
no phenolphthal*in or irritating purga- 
tive. A free trial supply will be sent 
physicians upon request. Write the F. 
H. Strong Co. (LS 12-34), 160 Varick 
St., New York, N. Y. 


THIOBISARSON is a synthetic metallo- 
dye organic compound containing bis- 
muth. An interesting leaflet describing 
it states that it has a curative and pre- 
ventive action in primary, secondary, and 
tertiary syphilis: aortitus, hepatitus, 
gummas; in syphilis of the central 
nervous system: general paralysis and 
tabes. The Christina Laboratories (LS 
12-34), 23 East 26th St., New York, N. Y. 
invite your correspondence. 

e 


SAMPLES OF BROMO-SELTZER: 
Clinical tests have shown that Bromo- 
Seltzer, a combination of acetanilid, 
bromide, caffeine, and effervescent cit- 
rates, is an_ effective, logically con- 
structed, and scientifically balanced prod- 
uct. Because of its synergistic action, 
maximum results have been obtained 
from minimum doses. Samples and litera- 
ture will be sent upon request by the 
Emerson Drug Co. (LS 12-34), Balti- 
more, Md. 

a 


SAMPLES OF HYLAC: Hylac is a 
spray-dried mixture of malted whole 
wheat extract with homogenized cow’s 
milk, added milk fat and milk sugar, and 
a small amount of iron citrate. Its man- 
ufacturers point out that when this modi- 
fier is added to prescribed milk and 
water dilutions the resultant mixture 
closely approximates normal human milk 
in percentages of milk fat, milk protein, 
carbohydrates, and total salts. Samples 
and literature may be obtained by writ- 
ing Nestlé’s Milk Products, Inc. (LS 
7 155 East 44th St., New York, 

b Se 


SOME INTERESTING FACTS ON 
SHORT AND ULTRA-SHORT WAVE 
THERAPY: A new booklet bearing the 
above title is now available to members 
of the profession. The information it 
contains should be of value to physicians 
interested in the use of scientifically con- 
structed physio-therapy apparatus. Also 
available are reprints giving the latest 
techniques and results obtained from 


& Samples 





short-wave therapy. Write the Lepel 
High Frequency Laboratories, Inc. (LS 
12-34), 39 West 60th St., New York, 
mm. Be 


THE WAY TO BETTER TEETH: 
Here’s a small booklet that gives specific 
facts concerning the care of the teeth by 
diet. The sample diets and recipes con- 
tained in its pages are designed for the 
use of both physician and dentist. For 
a copy, write Libby, McNeil & Libby 
(LS 12-34), Stock Yards, Chicago, IIl. 


DIET LISTS: A set of twelve of the 
most commonly used diets has been com- 
piled from authoritative sources for the 
medical profession. Included are a bland 
diet, an ulcer diet, cardiac diet, reducing 
diet, etc. Drop a card to the Junket 
Folks (LS 12-34), Little Falls, New York. 


SAMPLES OF VITAMIN “B” SOLU- 
BLE: Here is a product containing a 
potent concentrate of Brewer’s Yeast, 
used to stimulate gastric secretions and 
to increase muscular tonicity. Other in- 
dications include: polyneuritis, anorexias, 
malnutrition, and neurasthenia. It is 
said to deserve consideration in all pos- 
sible vitamin “‘B” deficiencies. For litera- 
ture and samples write the Myron L. 
Walker Co., Inc. (LS 12-34), Mount 
Vernon, N. Y. 

* 


THE AH-Q-RA MEASURING CAP, 
states this piece of literature, is a device 
invented to dispense an accurately meas- 
ured dose of medicine or other liquid 
direct from the bottle in the amount de- 
sired. It does away with the incon- 
venient and uncertain method of meas- 
uring the doses with a spoon, measuring 
glass, or dropper. Write the Ah-Q-Ra Co. 
(LS 12-34), 495 Sixth Ave., New York, 


SAMPLES OF SUAVINOL: This new 
preparation, a balsamic ointment for the 
treatment of hemorrhoids and related 
rectal conditions, has been tested by lead- 


he items on this page are 
published as a service to readers. 
It will facilitate the handling of 
your request, when writing com- 
panies, if you include "LS 12-34" 
as part of the address.—Ed.] 
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.. for Intestinal Putrefaction 


TAUROCOL 


(TOROCOL) TABLETS 


is highly endorsed by 
the medical profession. 


TAUROCOL is a combination of bile salts, ex- 
tracts of cascara sagrada, phenolphthalein and 
aromatics and is an agent recognized by the medi- 
cal profession and widely prescribed for about a 
quarter of a century. 


Bile salts in TAUROCOL are sodium glycocholate 
and taurocholate. This should not be confused with 
the bile acids present in some preparations. The 
acids are toxic, while the sodium salts are NON- 
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VERA PERLES of Sandalwood Compound—for inflammation of mucous 
membranes, particularly of the urinary tract—another Plessner product. 

e (FP SERBS See eee 
THE PAUL PLESSNER CO. M.E. 12-3 
3538 Brooklyn Ave., Detroit, Mich. 


Send coupon today 
for samples and 
full information. 
THE PAUL 
PLESSNER CO. 


DETROIT, 
MICHIGAN 


Yes, please send samples. 
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ing proctologists. It is said to incorporate 
a healing balsam derived from coniferous 
oils in a special soothing base, and to 
contain no nut-gall, free gallic, or tannic 
acid. A booklet outlining the clinical 
tests made in fifteen cases is offered 
with each sample. Drop a card to the 
Schoonmaker’ Laboratories, Ine. (LS 
12-34), 182 Central Ave., Caldwell, N. J. 


a 
SHERMAN BIOLOGICALS: Here is a 
truly striking 80-page, spiral-bound cata- 
log of modern bio-therapy, giving the 
formula, description, dosage, and clinical 
use of each of this manufacturer’s prod- 
ucts. Members of the profession are in- 
vited to request copies from G. H. Sher- 
man, M.D., Inc. (LS 12-34), 14600 E. 
Jefferson Ave., Detroit, Mich. 
6 
DOLE PINEAPPLE JUICE, this at- 
tractive illustrated folder declares, has a 
distinct dietetic value. In addition to its 
being a good source of vitamins A, B, 
and C, it provides calcium, magnesium, 
copper manganese, and iron. The alka- 
line reacting minerals contained in the 
body of the product tend to offset the 
effects of acid-producing foods. A copy 
of the folder will be sent upon request 
by the Hawaiian Pineapple Co., Ltd. (LS 
12-34), 215 Market St., San Francisco, 
Calif. 
e 
OBEGYNE, states this leaflet, embodies 
a new principle in a professionally proven 
vaginal prophylactic. Its efficiency is 
mainly due to a tested vaginal jelly and 
new patent applicator which automati- 
cally measures the correct amount and 
distributes the medication thoroughly. 
For a copy of the booklet write the Day- 
ton Laboratories, Inc. (LS 12-34), Day- 
ton, Ohio. 
e 


CREASY SAFETY SYRINGE: A new 
pamphlet states that this safety syringe 
combines the full visibility and accurate 
scale of the glass syringe with the thumb 
and finger rings and metal protected tip 
of the metal syringe. Breakage has thus 
been greatly reduced, as the syringe is 
protected from rolling, dropping, and 
accidents incidental to sterilizing. Write 
the Creasy Safety Syringe Co. (LS 12-34), 
Monroe, Wisconsin. 

e 


PYRETHRUM OINTMENT is de- 
scribed in this piece of literature as be- 
ing a new addition to the therapy of 
scabies. It contains no sulphur and is 
said to be non-irritating, rapid in action, 
pleasant in odor, clean, and exceedingly 
effective. The Upsher Smith Co. (LS 
12-34), 527 S. 7th St., Minneapolis, Minn., 
invites your correspondence. 

e 

SAMPLES OF CARBONOEL: Here’s 
an improved tar compound for the treat- 
ment of skin diseases. Clinical research 
has proven it to be healing, non-irritat- 
ing, strongly germicidal, and of high 
Penetrating power. Address requests to 
the C. & D. Laboratories, Inc. (LS 
12-34), 18 Warren St., New York N. Y. 
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ARTERIOSCLEROSIS 
with 
Hypertension 


Treat cause and effect simul- 
taneously with Burnham’s Soluble 
Iodine. Contains active molecular 
iodine in assimilable and physio- 
logical form. Smaller dosage— 
quicker and longer effect. 





Remarkable relief of headache, 
vertigo and spots before the eyes 
associated with hypertension. The 
free active iodine has a detoxify- 
ing action in the system. 

Prescribe 5 to 30 minims (aver- 
age 12 m.) or more diluted with 
half a glass of water, on an empty 
stomach one-half hour before meals. 


SAMPLES ON REQUEST. 


Burnham Soluble lodine Co. 
Auburndale, Boston, Mass. 



















THE COMPLETE — 
"RECORD SYSTEM. 
FOR ALL DOCTORS 


THE FAMOUS 
HISTACOUNT 


REG, U.S. PAT. OFF, 























History and account forms, Earnings 
and Receipts and Disbursements 
Records, File Cabinet and Guides, 
Daily Visit Slips. 


COMPLETE SYSTEMS 


$1799 to $4950 


PROFESSIONAL PRINTING CO. 
America’s Largest Printers to the Profession 
101-105 Lafayette St., New York, N. Y. 
Please send me full details of your complete 
Doctor’s Record Systems. 








































OVERSHADOWING THE GLORY 


Those who glorify the maternal state in words, are not, as 
a rule, the mothers-to-be. Pregnancy has too many imme- 
diate discomforts overshadowing its glory. Nausea of 
pregnancy can make the sufferer thoroughly miserable. 


Experience, renowned as the Great Teacher, singles out 
CAL-BIS-MA as a very efficient gastric sedative in nau- 
sea. It not only neutralizes the excess acid in the stomach, 
but exerts a soothing, sedative, protective action upon 
the mucous membrane of the digestive system. Sodium 
bicarbonate, magnesium and calcium carbonates, bis- 
muth and -olloidal kaolin, in a colloid base, combine in 
Cal-Bis-Ma to give quick and lasting relief in every gas- 
tric condition characterized by hyperacidity. 

There is no distention from gas with Cal-Bis-Ma, for the 
colloidal kaolin adsorbs the gas formed by the acid-alkali 


reaction. That is why Cal-Bis-Ma is safe to use in gastric 
ulcer. Trial supply sent on request. Please use letterhead. 


For gastric hyperacidity CAL-BIS-MA 





Cal-Bis-Ma (powder) is supplied in tins (with re- 
movable label) containing 134 and 4 ounces, and one 
pound. The dose is one or two teaspoonfuls in water. 


WILLIAM R. WARNER & CO., INC., 113 West 18th St., New York City 
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Its European Background 


[Continued from page 13] 

was whether or not the existing 
insurance systems enjoy the ap- 
proval of both the insured and 
the physicians. 

To this question the I.M.A. 
received replies from some nine- 
teen nations, showing that phy- 
sicians and insured laymen in at 
least two thirds of all European 
countries are dissatisfied with 
health insurance. 

Personal discussion with con- 
sular representatives in the 
United States of a number of 
these countries reveals still fur- 
ther differences of opinion. 

Allowing, therefore, for these 
widely varying attitudes, and 
weighing them all carefully by 
way of arriving at an approxi- 
mation of the truth, it would 
seem that the public and the 
medical profession in Europe are 
about equally divided on the sub- 
ject of health insurance. Rough- 
ly speaking, it appears that about 
half the physicians and laymen 
involved are dissatisfied with the 
arrangement; the other half find 
it acceptable. 

Only in about five countries 
(England, Holland, Bulgaria, 
Denmark, and Yugoslavia) is 
there general agreement with the 
principles of health insurance on 
the part of both the public and 
the profession. Other countries 
(such as Switzerland, Austria, 
and Latvia) are _ thoroughly 
against the idea. The rest are 
either divided in their opinion or 
the reports concerning them are 
so much at variance with each 
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other that it is impossible to come 
to any accurate conclusion. 
After all, however, the real 
core of the issue is not so much 
whether health insurance has 
been successful in Europe, as 
whether it would be successful in 
the United States. Even if the 
European experience were 100 
per cent satisfactory in the opin- 
ion of everybody concerned— 
which it isn’t—there would be 
no justification for assuming dog- 
matically that the idea would re- 
ceive unqualified support in the 
United States and work out to 
the advantage of physician and 


patient alike. 
+ 


Most of the information supplied in 
the following outline is based on replies 
to the questionnaires of the International 
Medical Association. Since it represents 
facts, not opinions, it can probably be 
relied upon in general. The facts given 
are certainly the latest ones available. 
Statistics relating to the smaller, less 


important countries have purposely 
been omitted. 
GERMAN Y—Population: 63,000,000. 


Original law enacted 1883. Includes all 
workers with annual incomes under 2,700 
Marks. Services: general practitioner 
and specialist attendance, drugs, minor 
accessories, operations, confinements. 
Cash benefits: start on fourth day; 75 
per cent of average wage; reduced 50 per 
cent during hospitalization. Under com- 
pulsory insurance: 31.4 per cent of popu- 
lation. Under voluntary insurance: 2.5 
per cent. Beneficiaries: 63.5 per cent of 
population. 50,000 physicians in coun- 
try; 70 per cent engaged in health in- 
surance work. 
AUSTRIA—Population: 6,300,000. 
Original law enacted 1887. Includes all 
wage-earners, without wage limits, except 
independent workers and artisans. Ser- 
vices: general practitioner and specialist 
attendance, drugs, appliances, hospitali- 
zation for four wecks, preventorium and 
sanatorium. operations, confinements. 
Cash benefits: start on fourth day; 60 
per cent of average wage; 50 per cent 
goes to family. Under voluntary insur- 





Nujol 


and The New 
Cream of Nujol 


Nujol has long been approved by the pro- 
fession as of correct viscosity and assured 
purity for lubrication therapy. It is now 
available in emulsion form as Cream of 
Nujol. This preparation is extremely 
palatable and is "se preferred where pa- 
tients evince an aversion to oil. Both prod- 
ucts are non-medicated and their action is 
entirely mechanical. For samples address 
Stanco Inc., 2 Park Ave., N. Y. C. 
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LCHEMY 


Effort, to i; 
for all b; 


Brennemann, 
J., Artificial Feeding of In- 
fants, Abt’s Pediatrics, Vol.2, p.635 


has no part 
in the making 


of DRYCO! 


digestible cow’s milk protein (curd 
tension nearly zero) in ample volume. 
DRYCO is commonly fed, frequently 
at birth, in formulas ranging in pro- 
tein content from 2.7 to 4 per cent.— 
and higher. 
Formulas sent on request of 

physicians, 


“Cow’s milk protein is, hows 
ever, of low biological value 
. . « Cow’s milk protein in 
amounts equivalent to that 
supplied by woman’s milk 
will not suffice forthe proper 
nourishment of the infant.” 
(McLean, S., and Fales, H. 
L., Scientific Nutrition in 
Infancy and Early Child- 
hood, p. 34, p. 98.) 


DRYCO succeeds in filling 
the infant’s Protein needs— 
not with 1) Yo per cent. cow’s 
milk protein plus alchemy 
but by providing easily 


Send for samples and 
clinical data 


| THE DRY MILK COMPANY, Inc. aa MEL 
| 350 Mapison Ave., New York, N. ¥ 


Please send samptes and clinic: " data | 
on DRYCO. | 


Name 





| Address 7 
| City .. State J 
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DRY CO 
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— 


Made from superior quality milk from which part of the butter- 
fat has been removed, irradiated by the ultra-violet ray, under 
license by the Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation (U. S. Pat. 
No. 1,680,818) and then dried by the “Just” Roller Process. 


THE DRY MILK COMPANY, INC., 350 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 
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ance: 1 per cent of population. Bene- 
ficiaries: 76 per cent of population. 8,000 
physicians in country; 94 per cent en- 
gaged in health insurance work. 

HUNGARY—Population: 8,000,000. 
Original law enacted 1891. Includes all 
workers with annual incomes under 24,- 
000,000 Cr. Services: general practi- 
tioner and specialist attendance, drugs, 
minor accessories, hospitalization, opera- 
tions, confinements. Cash benefits start 
on first day; 60 per cent of average 
wage. Under compulsory insurance: 9.3 
per cent of population. 

NORWAY—Population: 2,800,000. 
Original law enactcd 1911. Includes all 
workers with incomes under 5,400 Kron- 
en. Services: general practitioner and 
specialist attendance, hospitalization, pre- 
yentorium and sanatorium, operations, 
confinements. Cash benefits: begin third 
day; varying proportions of average 
wage; reduced during hospitalization 
from 25 to 75 per cent for married per- 
sons, 100 per cent for unmarried persons. 
Under compulsory system: 19.6 per cent 
of population. Voluntary insurance: 
285 per cent. Beneficiaries: 43.5 per 
eent of population. 1,800 physicians in 
country; nearly all engaged in insurance 
work. 

SWITZERLAND—Population:  4,100,- 
000. Original law enacted 1911. Includes 
all Swiss citizens, but is compulsory only 
in certain Cantons. Services: general 
practitioner and specialist attendance, 
drugs, operations,. confinements. Cash 
benefits: start on first day; no set rela- 
tion of cash payment to average wage; 
no set reduction during hospitalization. 
Voluntarily insured: 34 per cent of popu- 
lation. Beneficiaries do not include fam- 
ilies. 3,350 physicians in country; 80 
a engaged in health insurance 
work. 

GREAT BRITAIN—Population: 44,- 
500,000. Original law enacted 1911. 
Compulsory insurance includes all man- 
ual workers and all others receiving less 
than 250 pounds a year. Services: gen- 
eral practitioner attendance only, drugs, 
minor accessories, preventorium and 
sanatorium, confinements. Cash benefits: 
start fourth day; cash payments bear no 
relation to wages. Under compulsory 
insurance: 39 per cent of population. 
Voluntary insurance: 0.7 per cent. Bene- 
fciaries do not include families. 36,000 
Physicians in country; 49 per cent en- 
gaged in insurance work. 

RUSSIA—Population: 
Original law enacted 1912. Covers all 
workers. Services: general practitioner 
and specialist attendance, drugs, appli- 
ances, hospitalization, rest homes and 
sanatoria, operations, confinements. Cash 
benefits: start on first day; 100 per cent 
of average wage. Under compulsory in- 
surance: 6 per cent of population. 

HOLLAND—Population: 7,800,000. 
Original law enacted 1913. No sickness 
insurance, but accident insurance covers 
all risks except confinements. Includes 
everybody. Cash benefits: start on third 

Y; maximum, 80 per cent of average 
wage; reduced 66 per cent during hospi- 
talization. Under compulsory insurance: 
1b per cent of population. Voluntary in- 
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A Package 
for 
You 

Doctor 


More than 15,000 
physicians and 
dentists have test- 
ed Drucker’s Reve- 
lation Tooth Pow- 
der, and recom- 
mend it. We want 
you to try a full 
size package, 
gratis and without 
obligation. You 
will then have first 
hand proof that 
it removes film, 
prevents forma- 
tion of tartar, is 
grit-free and a 
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positive cleanser. 
Please send pro- 
fessional card or 
letterhead. 


August E. Drucker Co. 
2226 Bush St., San Francisco 











TILDEN Has Kept 
Faith With Physicians 





CORY ZOL 


OINTMENT 


Indicated in Acute Coryza and 
Catarrhal Infections. Contains 
Ephedrine 1%, Benzocaine 1%, 
Eupinol (Laevo Menthone) 
Camphor, Menthol, and Boric 
Acid in a bland base, combined 
in a manner exclusive with 
Tilden. 


Free sample to _ physicians only. 
Moderately priced clinical trial offer 
on request. 
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THE TILDEN COMPANY 

The Oldest Pharmaceutical a 
House in America wa po ous mat 


New Lebanon, N. Y. 
Send sample of CORYZOL. 


St. Louis, Mo. 


ME 12-34 














Add to 
Your Patients’ 
Comfort— 


by using “McNeil” Lubricant.* It 
is soft and smooth. It is crystal- 
clear, soluble, sterile and non- 
corrosive. It flows freely from 
the handy, over-sized nozzle- 
tipped tube, spreads evenly with- 
out lumps or clots, and will] not 
run off a hot, freshly sterilized 
instrument. It has been passed by 
the Council on Pharmacy and 
Chemistry of the American Med- 
ical Association. Physicians like 
“McNeil” Lubricant as well as 
they like “McNeil” Rosebud 
Vaginal Tampons. Both can be 
promptly supplied by your sur- 
gical instrument dealer. 


*A glycerinated tragacanth jelly contain- 
ing oxyquinolin sulphate 1:3500. 


McNEIL LABORATORIES, 
PHILADELPHIA 
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surance: 15 per cent. Beneficiaries do 
not include families. 4,450 physicians in 
country; 84 per cent engaged in insur- 
ance work. 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA—Population: 14,- 
000,000. Original law enacted 1919. 
Covers all wage earners. Services: gen- 
eral practitioner and specialist attend- 
ance, drugs, minor accessories, hospitali- 
zation, preventorium and sanatorium, 
operations, confinements. Cash benefits: 
begin first day; 66 per cent of average 
wage; reduced 50 per cent during hospi- 
talization. Under compulsory insurance: 
19 per cent of population. Voluntary 
insurance : 0.4 per cent. Beneficiaries: 
4 per cent of population. 8,000 phy- 
sicians in country; 80 per cent engaged 
in health insurance work. 

POLAND— Population: 31,000,000. Or- 
iginal law enacted 1920. Includes all 
employees, without wage limits, except 
agricultural, ecclesiastic, and govern- 
mental workers. Services: general prac- 
titioner and specialist attendance, drugs, 
appliances, hospitalization, preventorium 
and sanatorium, operations, confine- 
ments. Cash benefits: begin third day. 
Under compulsory insurance: 11.3 per 
cent of population. Beneficiaries: 25.8 
per cent of population. 7,500 physicians 
in country; 36 per cent in health in- 
surance work. 

YUGOSLAVIA — Population: 13,500,- 
000. Original law enacted 1922. Includes 
all workers except domestic, agricultural 
and governmental. Services: general 
practitioner and specialist attendance, 
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accessories, operations, 
confinements. Cash benefits: begin on 
first day. Under compulsory insurance: 
4.2 per cent of population. Voluntary 
insurance: 0.02 per cent. Beneficiaries: 
9.5 per cent of population. 3,700 physi- 
cians in country; 33.2 per cent in health 
insurance work. 

FRANCE—Population: 
ginal law enacted 1930. Includes every- 
one earning less than 18,000 Francs 
annually, this sum being reduced to 
15,000 Francs in the provinces. Services: 
general practitioner and specialist attend- 
ance, drugs, appliances, hospitalization, 
preventorium and sanatorium, opera- 
tions, confinements. Cash benefits: start 
on sixth day; 50 per cent of average 
wage; reduced during hospitalization 
according to familial cr marital status, 
anywhere from 33 to 75 per cent. Under 
compulsory insurance: 19 per cent of 
population. Beneficiaries: 29 per cent 
of population. 27,000 physicians in 
country ; 66 per cent in health insurance 
work. 

DENMARK—Population: 3,500,000. 
Original law enacted 1892. Services: 
general practitioner and specialist at- 
tendance, drugs, minor accessories, hos- 
pitalization, preventorium and sanatori- 
um, operations, confinements. Cash bene- 
fits: begin first day; varying relation of 
cash payment to average wage; reduced 
during hospitalization to meet the cost. 
Under compulsory insurance: 56 per 
cent of population. 2,600 physicians in 
country; the great majority engaged in 
health insurance work. 
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Box 62, 
Boston, 


Request | 
new literature for 
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_ing only......, 
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are rapidly and effectively relieved 
when the physician prescribes... 


POWERS’ 


ett ; ae 
Ox a ny) 
WERS: mee 
; ara Mir Ra 78 ASTHMA RELIEF 
Z ... Its chemo-activity upon the nasal 
and _ pharyngo-laryngeal 
makes available a proved adjunct that 
is not contra-indicated in cases where 
hypertension or abnormal cardiac con- 
ditions may be present. 


membranes 


E. C. POWERS COMPANY, 

Dorchester Center Station, 
Mass. 

Please send me professional literature. 


ME 12-34 | 
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AYLOR presents an addition to its 
line of Clinical Thermometers that 


should be of interest to every doctor. 


A set of six Estee thermometers that 
contains two of each of three types— 
Cylindrical, Pear Shaped and Stubby 
bulb. This combination is preferred by 
most doctors; but if you wish, you may 


switch it around to fit any preference. 


As in every instrument for the medi- 
cal profession bearing the name Tay- 
lor, the Estee contains the highest de- 
gree of precision accuracy that can be 
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6 ACCURATE ESTEE CLINICAL 
THERMOMETERS ONLY $3.75 





wrought with the finest of materials. 

Look for this economical and con- 
venient set at your Surgical Dealer's. 
He’ll gladly show it and other Taylor 
Clinical Thermometers. Taylor In- 
strument Companies, Rochester, N.Y., 


or Toronto, Canada. 


ESTEE CLINICAL 
THERMOMETER 
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ROUND THE WORLD: This new 
folder tells all about an expertly planned 
globe-circling cruise permitting a choice 
of several routes via Australia and the 
South Seas. Either San Francisco or Los 
Angeles is the point of departure, with 
a return limit of two years assuring 
leisure for extended stop-overs if desired. 
Write the Matson Line (TC 12-34), 215 
Market St., San Francisco, Calif. 

e 


NEW YEAR’S WEEK-END CRUISE: 
Here’s a leaflet which suggests that you 
ring out the old and ring in the new 
aboard an ocean liner. Leaving New 
York at midnight, December 26, the 
Aquitania heads for Nassau, in the 
Bahamas, returning to New York on 
January 1, 1935. Write the Cunard Line 
pe tees). 25 Broadway, New York, 
N. 


. 

FLORIDA: For the physician planning 
to spend part or all of the winter season 
in Florida, this illustrated booklet recom- 
mends what seems to be an economical 
and comfortable route to the South. Sail- 
ing from Philadelphia every Monday and 
Thursday, a coastwise steamer sets her 
course first for Jacksonville and then for 
Miami where there is plenty of oppor- 
tunity for sightseeing, surf bathing, fish- 
ing, sailing, and golf. One advantage of 
this route, the booklet points out, is that 
it takes you gradually from a colder 
climate to the “summer” of tropical 
Florida. Obtain your copy from the Mer- 
chants & Miners Line (TC 12-34), 1337 
Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


e 

SOUTH AMERICA: Contained in the 
pages of this piece of literature are the 
itineraries of five winter tours to South 
America, lasting from 40 to 50 days, and 
taking in such ports as Rio de Janeiro, 
Santos, Montevideo, Valparaiso, and 
Buenos Aires. Before completing plans 
for a winter vacation, you'll probably 
find it worthwhile to get a copy. Simply 
drop a card to the Munson Line (TC 
12-34), 67 Wall St., New York, N. Y. 

* 

BERMUDA AND THE BRITISH 
WEST INDIES: Almost anything you 
wish to know concerning cruises to the 
West Indies for the winter season may be 
found in a new folder bearing this title. 
Among other things, it gives full in- 
formation on the three-week voyages to 
British Guiana, Barbados, Trinidad, and 
Jamaica, now being sponsored by the 
Canadian National Steamship Line (TC 
12-34), 294 Washington St., Boston, Mass. 





Tours & 3} 
Cruises 
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YEAR-ROUND VACATION TRIPS: 
“Visit Havana and corner a bit o’ the 
sun,” this attractive folder recommends. 
The nine-day tour described allows you 
three days going, three days at Havana, 
and three days returning, with enter- 
tainment galore both in port and on ship- 
board. Address the Panama Pacific Line 
gt 12-34), 1 Broadway, New York, 
N. ¥. ° 


THE MODERN WAY AROUND AND 
ACROSS AMERICA: Contained in the 
pages of this handsome 24-page book is 
a wide variety of suggested tours by land 
and water, lasting 28 days or more. A 
copy may prove the solution to your 
winter vacation problem. Drop a card 
to Simmons Tours (TC 12-34), 1350 
Broadway, New York, N. Y. 

e 


MEXICO CITY: Seven transportation 
companies have joined forces to make 
possible an all-expense travel offer of 
outstanding interest. According to a new 
leaflet, you may choose between two 
itineraries, one of fifteen and one of 
twelve days. The first takes you from 
New York by liner to Havana and Vera 
Cruz, then on to Mexico City by rail, 
thence to the United States by rail. The 
second, an all-rail tour, takes you from 
New York or any point along the rail- 
roads mentioned, through the Southwest 
to Mexico City, and back again over the 
same route. Both tours feature an as- 
sortment of sightseeing trips in Mexico 
City. Write the American Express Travel 
Service (TC 12-34), 65 Broadway, New 
York, N. Y. * 


LAND OF SUNLIT NIGHTS: A hand- 
some 70-page book bearing the above title 
points out in detail what each of the 
Scandinavian countries has to offer the 
prospective traveler. Also contained in 
its pages are the itineraries of eight sug- 
gested tours of Sweden, Denmark, Fin- 
land, and Norway, lasting anywhere 
from one to six weeks and taking in 
what is claimed to be some of the most 
scenic country in the world. For your 
copy write the Swedish Travel Informa- 
tion Bureau, Inc. (LS 12-34), 551 Fifth 
Ave., New York, N. Y. 


he items on this page are 
published as a service to readers. 
It will facilitate the handling of 
your request, when writing com- 
panies, if ye include "TC 12-34" 
as part o 


the address.—Ed.] 








ARAKA 


Nabitual Constipation 


furnishes... 





This is brought about by the combination of 
Bassorit and Cortex Frangula, two vegetable 
substances which produce smooth bulk in 
the intestinal tract and desirable motility in 
toning up the sluggish musculature. The 
physiological action of the bowels following 
the administration of Sardka is remarkable 
and acknowledged by thousands of physi- 
cians all over the United States. 


Sardka has proven to be the preparation 
of choice in the treatment of habitual 
constipation. Return the coupon for your 
complimentary package. 


SARAKA is made in the United States by 


SCHERING CORPORATION 
BLOOMFIELD : NEW JERSEY 


a a ee ee 


Gentlemen: Please send me a complimentary 
package of Sarcka, your product for the treatment 
of habitual constipation. 


| 





Address_— — cain 
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The Newsvane 


[Continued from page 65} 

cerns the enormous expenditures 
of the Federal Government, hit 
the nail more squarely on the 
head than does an editorial in 
the November 24 issue of the 
Saturday Evening Post, under 
the title, “Private Agencies and 
Public Relief.” 

Three pertinent points are 
made: (1) There has been too 
great a shift from private to 
public relief; (2) A far larger 
proportion of the needs of relief 
should be met by the municipali- 
ties and especially by the states; 
(3) The relief burden will be in- 
superable and the relief problem 
insolvable unless and until the 
business structure 1s restored to 
greater health and activity. 

Calling for an immediate, if 
gradual, shift of part of the re- 
lief load back to the private agen- 
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cies, the editorial comments: 
“It is true that some of the 
states have serious economic 
problems, but legal technicalities, 
unwillingness of governors to 
call special sessions of legisla- 
ture, lack of responsibility, poli- 
tical factionalism, and sheer un- 
willingness to raise funds are 
among the reasons for the back- 
wardness of state action. Under- 
lying all these conditions is the 
desire to induce somebody—in 
this case the Federal Govern- 
ment—to carry the burden.” 


For Better Mental Health 


Expectancy rates indicate that 
approximately one million chil- 
dren now in schools in this coun- 
try are destined eventually to 
enter mental hospitals as_ pa- 
tients, asserts the National Com- 
mittee for Mental Hygiene. 

Alarmed over the _ situation, 
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MARTIN H.SMITH CO-:ISOLAFAYETTE ST--- NEW YORK CITY 





Amenorrhea-Dysmenorrhea 
Menorrhagia - Menopause 


Today, as for years, Ergoapiol (Smith) is 
the accepted medicament in combating 
those menstrual anomalies which may be 
traced to constitutional disturbances; 
atonicity of the reproductive organs; 
inflammatory conditions of the uterus or 
its appendages; mental emotion or expo- 
sure to the elements. 


The physician readily can ascertain 
whether his prescription for Ergoapiol 
(Smith) has been correctly filled by divid- 
ing the capsule at the seam, thus reveal- 
ing the initials M.H.S. embossed on the 
inner surface, as shown in photographic 
enlargement. 


Literature on Request. 
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A SUDDEN drop 
in temperature 
provokes many condi- 
tions primarily induced 


by chill. 


A recommended first step 
in treatment is the applica- 
tion of local thermal effect by 


means of the emplastrum 


NUMOTIZINE 


This is termed the “Cataplasm Plus” because in addition to 
the antiphlogistic action of the kaolin emplastrum, it in- 
duces absorption of guaiacol and creosote—the added 
medicaments exhibited in the formula: 


IE I science E 2.6 
eGenwOed CreGeOle: oii. cincsisisisssisissecescsscsesscesses 13.02 
Settiyl Salicylate: UiSIP.. x.nc...cccissssssicscosssceveissesss 2.6 
IN 5 osc cavastnacsimiepacvesssoecuaszieaeare 2.6 
MUI INNO secs ceasiiicaenccncccsaeceeiecnneees 2.6 


C. P. Glycerine and Aluminum Silicate, 
qs, 1000 parts 


Clinical specimens sent to physicians on request. 


NUMOTIZINE, Inc. 
900 North Franklin Street 
Chicago 





NUMOTIZINE, INC., Dept. M.E.-12 


900 North Franklin St., 
Chicago, III. 
Please send me samples of Numotizine for clinical test. 
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and convinced that the homes 
and schools of today are doing a 
poor job in handling the per- 
sonality problems of children, the 
committee has decided to see 
what it can do about it with the 
aid of a grant from the Carnegie 
Corporation. 

The investigation, which will 
be carried on under the direction 
of an educator who will have as 
his associates psychiatrists who 
have specialized in child guid- 
ance, has been projected in the 
belief that cooperation between 
mental hygiene specialists and 
educators may bring to light new 
ways of correcting conditions 
that are unfavorable to children’s 
mental health. 


Windsor Hospital 


[Continued from page 39] 


have cared for 27 confinements, 
performed 27 major operations, 
and handled a considerable num- 
ber of other cases—many of 
which I am sure would have gone 
elsewhere if we had not had the 
advantage of a local hospital for 
handling them. 

_ Another obvious result is the 
Improved spirit of good fellow- 
ship among the town’s doctors. 
No town can have a proper stand- 
ard of medical practice if its phy- 
siclans are going it alone and con- 
stantly indulging in petty jeal- 
ousies. Today, if any of us care 
to go away for a medical meet- 
ing, for postgraduate work, or 
for a vacation, we know that our 
patients will be promptly taken 
care of in the meantime, and our 
own best interests scrupulously 
borne in mind. 

As things have worked out, we 
three practitioners at the Windsor 
Community Hospital believe that 
we now enjoy almost ideal cir- 
cumstances under which to pro- 
vide a well-rounded medical serv- 
ce to a small community, and at 
the same time to make a fairly 
good living as individuals. 
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LOW RATES 
Comfortable rooms. . hospitable service 
...excellent inexpensive cuisine... 


FROM FOUR DOLLARS A DAY 
Court Rooms—Three Fifty 


MARK HOPKINS 


THE FAIRMONT 
HOTELS 


OVERLOOKING 
SAN FRANCISCO 





ITCHING 
FEET 





Fare CY ' 
SOLVEX was developed specifically for 
the treatment of the group of ringworm 
infections and skin afflictions of the feet 
commonly known as “‘Athlete’s Foot.” 
SOLVEX contains fungi-destroying and 
healing elements which give it a most 
remarkable efficacy in the treatment of 
even the most stubborn cases. It stops 
the itch at once, kills the germ and ef- 
fects complete relief. Prescribe SOLVEX 
in your next case. Sold byall druggists. 
Mail coupon for sample. 


THE SCHOLL MFG. CO., INC., CHICAGO, ILL. 


Picase send sample of SOLVEX and literature. 
ME-12 
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City State 


Dr Scholls Solve 
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Use this Powerful Antiseptic 





HE HIGH BACTERICIDAL 

power and non-irritating prop- 
erties of Hexylresorcinol Solution 
S. T. 37 make it most acceptable 
at this time of the year in the treat- 
ment of inflamed, irritated or in- 
fected conditions of the nose and 
throat. 


When used as a gargle, spray or 
topical application, Hexylresorcin- 
ol Solution S. T. 37 brings quick 
relief and comfort to patients. 

Hexylresorcinol Solution S. T. 37 
is rapid in germicidal action—de- 
stroys vegetative bacteria on less 


HEX YLRESORCINOL 


(Liquor Hexylresorcinolis 1:1000, S & D) 





or Spray 


as a Gargle 









than 15 seconds’ contact. It rap- 
idly penetrates the microscopic 
crevices of the mucous membrane. 
It may be applied full strength to 
the inflamed area without the least 
discomfort to the patient. It is 
stainless, odorless, non-toxic, and 
is pleasant for the patient to use. 

Suppliedin5-ounceand 12-ounce 
bottles. 


Sharp & Dohme 


Pharmaceuticals — Biologicals 


PHILADELPHIA BALTIMORE 
MONTREAL 


SOLUTION S. T. 37 
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Outlook 


[Continued from page 19] 
lems involved. The staff of the 
committee is scheduled to reas- 
semble again soon in Washington, 
at which time definite informa- 
tion ought to be available. 

Should the medical section by 
any chance make specific recom- 
mendations within the next few 
weeks, either favorable or inimi- 
cal to the suggestion of health in- 
surance, what results may be ex- 
pected to follow? 

In attempting to predict the 
answer to this question, it must 
be kept in mind that, whatever 
the nature of the report, it is the 
President himself who will ulti- 
mately pass judgment on it. 

If his medical advisors seem 
inclined toward the passage of 
health insurance measures—an 
unlikely prospect—he may incor- 
porate their recommendations, 








it 


subject to possible revisions, in 
his bill addressed to Congress. 
If, on the other hand, the medical 
committee voices its flat disap- 
proval of health insurance, he will 
probably ask them to reconsider 
the matter and at least suggest 
an alternative plan. 


Regardless of the President’s 
social security bill, it is quite pos- 
sible that legislation for medical 
socialization will be introduced in 
separate bills by individual mem- 
bers of Congress. Those in close 
contact with the situation declare, 
however, that there is little pros- 
pect of these bills being pressed 
for enactment. 

Mr. Roosevelt is known to 
want a short session. Even if it 
were desirable to do so, the mul- 
tiplicity of projects for social 
betterment could not possibly be 
deliberated within the brief span 
of a few months. 
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A More Scientific Method of 
Counteracting Gastric Hyperacidity [ 
Excess stomach acid has always been treated by ‘ 
chemical neutralization, to which, however, the follow- ¢ 
ing objections have been found: (1) peptic digestion a 
is hindered or prevented; (2) intensive alkaline treat- f 
ment frequently leads to a condition of alkalosis; (3) ‘ 
alkalis often cause a secondary and more pronounced p 
rise of acidity following their administration. a 
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Because of these objections physicians should recom- ; 


mend the introduction of the newer and more scientific 
method of removing excess acid by colloidal adsorption. 

Alucol, an allotropic form of aluminum hydroxide. 
has a high adsorptive power for HC1. It takes up excess 
acid colloidally and leaves a sufficiency for the continu- 
ance of peptic digestion. There is no secondary rise of : 
acidity following its administration. 

A trial of Alucol will convince you of its value. Let us 
send you a supply with full information. 


ALUCOL 


(Colloidal Hydroxide of Aluminum) 


USE COUPON BELOW 
THE WANDER COMPANY, Dept. M.E. 12 
180 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. 

Please send me without obligation, a container of ALUCOL for 
clinical test, with literature. 


Dr. 


















































December, 1934 


Contacts Via the PTA 


[Continued from page 21] 
chology. This does not mean 
that you have to be a child spe- 
cialist to qualify, nor that you 
are expected to make a competent 
nurse of every mother. Aside 
from a doctor’s certificate, the 
requirements are sincerity of pur- 
pose, sympathetic understanding, 
and the ability to speak in words 
a layman can understand. 

What the parents want is in- 
formation on how better to feed, 
clothe, house, and understand 
their children. These are just 
such problems as they daily bring 
to the office of their family doc- 
tor, hence no specialized training 
is necessary. 

The scope of possible topics for 
talks is so great that no room 
can be allowed here for a com- 
prehensive analysis. The few 
outlines that follow will serve as 
a hint, but actually there is no 
restriction so long as the welfare 
of the child is kept in mind. * As 
to time, the talks may take half 
an hour .r more, with ten or fif- 
teen minutes allowed for ques- 
tions and answers: 

Specimen Topics 
The Evening Meal 

a. The value of a brief rest before 

dining. 

b. The mental attitude at meal time. 

c. Conversational topics to choose and 
to avoid. 

Various emotions and their effects 
on digestive function. 


Good table manners begin in child- 
hood. 


= 


2 


The Habit Forming Age 
a. Acquiring emotional control. 
b. Instruction by parental example. 
c. Hobbies as emotional outlets. 
d. Habits that indicate organic dis- 
turbance. 


e. Nervous symptoms. 

The Exceptional Child 
a. The unsocial child and his needs. 
b. Encouraging and controlling special 


talents. 

ce. Is physical punishment ever a cor- 
rective ? 

d. Special diets for rapid or stunted 
growth. 

e. Physical outlets for the mental type. 


x 
There is no point in extending 
this list further. It illustrates 
not only the wide diversity of 











MAYBELLINE 
the SAFE 
Eyelash Darkener 


Maybelline mascara, for darkening 
eyelashes, contains no dyes or other in- 
gredients that can possibly be harmful 
or irritating. 

For this reason, Maybelline enjoys 
the approval of Boards of Health, Good 
Housekeeping Bureau and the other 
authorities concerned. Likewise, for 
the same reason, Maybelline is sold 
everywhere, without restriction. 

If you are interrogated on the subject 
of mascara, you may recommend 
Maybelline . . . with safety. 


MAYBELLINE CO., CHICAGO 
5900 Ridge Ave. 


For Seventeen Years . . . Millions 
Sold . . . Not one complaint 


STORM 














Worn, the world over, for 
every condition requiring 


Abdominal Support. 
Ask for literature 


Katherine L. Storm, M. D. 
1701 Diamond St., Philadelphia 
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How to make life easier 
ial for 3 cents 


3¢ stamp sends the coupon 

below. Clip it out now— 

and receive free a sample of 
Sanka Coffee. 

Sanka Coffee’s genuinely 
great flavor is well known; its 
complete freedom from any ill 
effects (it’s 97% caffein-free) is 
gratefully conceded by thou- 
sands of people who are rubbed 
the wrong way by caffein. 

As personal proof of these 
statements, try Sanka Coffee. 
Make a good strong cup and 
discover its true coffee fra- 
grance and flavor. Drink your 
first cup at night, if you wish; 
you'll like the considerate way 
it lets you sleep. 

We think you'll not only 
praise Sanka Coffee but will 
recognize in it a means of mak- 
ing your life with coffee-loving 
patients easier. 

So take the advice of the old 
“DO IT NOW” wall-motto 
—clip the coupon below; in- 
vest 3¢ in a stamp and receive 
the sample of Sanka Coffee, a 
product of General Foods, and 
the new booklet, “Caspar Slink 
reports on Doctorphobia.” 





REAL COFFEE 
WITH 97% OF THE 
CAFFEIN REMOVED 





GENERAL FOODS M, E.—12°34 
Battle Creek, Mich. 

Gentlemen : Please send me without charge a quarter-pound can of Sanka Coffee —also the 
booklet, “Caspar Slink reports on Doctorphobia.” 
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This offer expires July 1, 1935—not good in Canada. 














pon 
2 of 


iely 
; its 
y ill 
e) is 
10u- 


bed 


nese 
ffee. 
and 
fra- 
rour 


way 








December, 1934 


material available, but also that 
the work comes very definitely in 
the field of the general practi- 
tioner. The subjects are covered 
in a general way, with no specific 
diagnosis offered or individual 
treatment prescribed. 

With your very best efforts 
you can do no more than make 
your listeners health conscious, 
and teach them the importance 
of avoiding quacks and _ hit-or- 
miss remedies. If any business 
suffers as a result of the knowl- 
edge you dispense it will be that 
of the cultist and nostrum vendor 
—not your own. 

Now before going into the man- 
ner of enrolling in PTA work let 
it be understood that no financial 
remuneration can be expected. 
There is no fund to pay anyone, 
not even the hard working offi- 
cers. To work without pay is 
not altogether a pleasing pros- 
pect, but it is this very feature 
which gives the unsung neigh- 
borhood practitioner his chance. 
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He stands on the same footings 
as the big names of his profes- 
sion, with sincerity as the meas- 
ure of his value. 

Money couldn’t pay for what 
you get out of the work. By ad- 
dressing the parents of your com- 
munity on matters which concern 
them deeply you are bound to 
reap a harvest of goodwill and 
patronage. The reward will take 
care of itself. 

Just go into the work deter- 
mined to give your best, with no 
thought of personal gain. Even 
ordinary ability, coupled with 
real enthusiasm and energy, will 
make your name one to be re- 
membered. 


Now as to enrolling. If you 
have no present acquaintance with 
the PTA organization in your 
community, then your first step 
will be to call upon the principal 
of the nearest grade school. Quite 
likely he is an officer in the PTA 








BRONCHITIS 


diseases. 


septic value as a vapor. 


BRONCHO-PNEUMONIA— 


Inhalants are indicated in treating the bronchial symptoms of these 


In Vapo-Cresolene the physician may employ a medicine that has 
found favor for more than half a century—A prolonged inhalation un- 
disturbing to the patient. Particularly useful for children. 

Its qualifications? Antiseptic, antispasmodic, soothing, penetrating. 

These specially prepared cresols of coal tar have been subjected to 
laboratory tests to determine that most important question—their anti- 








You may send me literature and special discount to 
We Tog physicians. 
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62 Cortlandt St., New York, N. Y. 
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FOR MEDICAL 
PHOTOGRAPHY 


AGFA 


FILMS, PAPERS, 
EQUIPMENT 


@A full line meeting abun- 
dantly the requirements for all 
kinds of medical photography. 

In addition to Agfa X-Ray 
Film, distributed by the General 
Electric X-Ray Corporation, 
Agfa Ansco offers Standard, 
Plenachrome, and _ Superpan 
roll films, many types of cut 
film, 16 Mm. and 35 Mun. films 
for motion-picture work, films 
for the Leica and the Contax 
camera, and a wide choice of 
contact and projection papers— 
all of the highest excellence 
and reputation. 

For photographing operations 
and pathological subjects, both 
gross and microscopic, in natu- 
ral color, the Agfacolor Plate 
has become a standard material 
in wide use by the profession. 

To physicians ped surgeons 
personally interested in the 
making of photographic records 
on a convenient basis we sug- 
gest the new Universal Junior 
Camera, for film packs and cut 
film 34x44 and for plates 
34 x 44 and 34 x 4, designed 
with their requirements defi- 
nitely in mind—an especially 
good camera for lantern-slide 
records with Agfacolor Plates. 

Correspondence invited. 


CODE 


AGFA ANSCO CORPORATION 


General Offices and Factories: Bing- 
hamton, N. Y. 
Boston, Chicago, Cincinnati, Kansas 
City, Los Angeles, San _ Francisco. 
Canada: Agfa Ansco, Limited, Toronto, 
Ont. 


Branches: New York, 
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unit of his school, but if he is not 
he will direct you to the person 
you want to contact. 

Make your approach by saying 
that you are interested in PTA 
work and have decided to offer 
your services. Don’t be hesitant. 
You have nothing to sell. You 
are giving something. 

The principal can at that time 
give you the needed information 
about forthcoming programs and 
explain the general way in which 
the work is being handled in his 
school. He may ask what topics 
you want to speak on, and per- 
haps will want a detailed outline. 
This will be to prevent going 
over ground already covered. 


A little preparation before 
making this first approach is ad- 
vised. By attending a PTA meet- 
ing you can learn much about 
what is being done. A _ phone 
call to the school office will get 
you the date of the next mee‘ing. 
You can attend without being 
asked any questions. And you 
will find the time well spent. 

Then plan, briefly, two or more 
talks that you feel competent to 
deliver; and if possible read a 
copy of The Parent-Teacher, of- 
ficial PTA magazine. You will 
find it at most newsstands and 
public libraries. Familiarity with 
the work is much in your favor, 
and it may get you off to a fly- 
ing start if the program for the 
immediate meeting is not com- 
plete. 

If you learn that the programs 
are all arranged for the next few 
months don’t waste time waiting 
for your turn to come. Get from 
the school office the address of 
the president of the local PTA 
committee, and offer your serv- 
ices to her. 

The city committee administers 
the general organization policy 
in its own particular district, and 
is governed in turn by a state 
committee. One of the duties of 
the city, or district, committee 1s 
to see that speakers are available 
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when and where needed. 

The various schools in the dis- 
trict are at liberty to choose their 
own speakers if they can get 
them. Usually they can’t; there- 
fore, they call upon the list fur- 
nished by the city committee. As 
these requests are often made in 
advance the program at your 
nearest school may be complete 
a few months ahead. 

When you list your name with 
the city committee you are vol- 
unteering to speak at any school 
in the district. This may be some 
distance from your neighborhood, 
but the trouble involved in get- 
ting there will not be wasted. 

If you have a worthwhile mes- 
sage and know how to deliver it, 
you will gain favor. However, 
you are not automatically oblig- 
ing yourself to answer all calls 
made for your. services as 
speaker. 

If you think it isn’t worth your 
time to speak at a given school, 
don’t do so. You can beg off. 
But don’t do it too often. 

Also, if you are stage shy; or 
want to test the value of a cer- 
tain talk, you can try it out by 
asking permission to speak at a 
tural school. The attendance is 
smaller at the average rural 
school, and the audience less dis- 
criminating. But don’t, for this 
reason, “talk down” to your lis- 
teners. A patronizing air won’t 
win friends. 

“ 


There is still another avenue 
of approach which you may want 
to consider if you have plenty of 
time and energy, namely: the 
women’s auxiliary of the county 
medical association. This or- 
ganization is not directly affiliated 
with PTA work, but it aids the 
program by providing speakers 
on request. It also furnishes 
speakers for any club, lodge, 
church, or other body that wants 
them. In this capacity it acts 
both as a sponsor and a censor. 
It makes sure that the physician- 
speaker is not a quack, or that he 
has no pet theory to expound; 


2112 Locust St, 
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Rheumatism 


the 
Myalgias 

and 
Arthritides 


the ordinary “aches,” 
malaise and conges- 
tion of colds and 
other winter ailments 
are effectively treated 
by the triple action of 
Tongaline. 


= 


Salicylate effect. 


BO 


Dilation of peripheral 
blood vessels. 


3 Elimination + Sedation. 


It gives your patients Real Relief. 






To test this, write 
for samples. 





MELLIER DRUG CO. 


St. Louis, Mo. 
Se 
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a remarkable 


40 Cases 
38 Recoveries 


— 5% 


Mortality 


, A indeed 


record! 


2 Deaths 
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In PNEUMONIA 


“When I see forty consecutive cases of Pneumonia with but two 
deaths, it compels me to believe that we have ir Armervenol a 
very valuable adjunct in the treatment of Pneumonia.” 


ARMERVENOL (CHILLE) 


—a colloidal solution of the sulphides of arsenic-mercury-copper in 
chemical combination. Non-irritant, non-toxic in effective dosage... 
does not disturb digestion...is readily assimilated...and among 
other conditions, can be used to great advantage in coryza, bronchitis, 


tonsillitis, la grippe, etc. 
Also—MERVENOL, colloidal mercury-copper-sulphide for use where ®S “a 
arsenic is contra-indicated. 





“eorncao® 


Write for complete literature and case reports. 


HILLE LABORATORIES, INC. 
1791 Howard St., Chicago. 


Please send information and reprint of 


article on Armevenol in Pneumonia. 





“Sg (Use This 


Coupon 
It May Save 
a Life! 


HILLE 


LABORATORIES, Inc. 
1791 Howard Street, Chicago 
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and it often wants to review a 
speech before it is delivered. The 
sanction of the auxiliary is the 
best possible recommendation in 
the district where it functions. 

It is not necessary to enlist 
with the auxiliary to serve the 
PTA, but there is an advantage 
in doing so, particularly if you 
care to speak on subjects other 
than child welfare. The extent 
of your activities outside your 
cffice depends upon the time you 
have to spare and your willing- 
ness to employ it. If you want 
to confine yourself to your im- 
mediate neighborhood _ schools, 
they will welcome you and give 
you an attentive audience. 

The imnortant thing is to start 
now, while most of the school 
term is still ahead. 

The opportunity is there, made 
to order. 

PTA work will go on, with you 
or without you. 

The choice is yours! 





An Office in the 


Modern Manner 


[Continued from page 26] 


the one illustrated. If those 
colors were used, the private of- 
fice might be ivory and deep 
brown, instead of grey and black. 

In the event that wallpaper is 
not wanted, paint of the desired 
shade would, of course, give a 
similar effect. Also, should the 
physician prefer a little more 
color contrast in the waiting 
room, a small hooked rug, re- 
peating the colors found in the 
colored prints, might be thrown 
in front of the divan. 

Modern furniture has graduated 
from the striking into the prac- 
tical and simple. It has no rococo 
features to make it tiresome. 
And it’s surprising how well it 
can be made to fit into other en- 
vironments. 





























PRESCRIBE 
Pulvoids Natrico 


U.S Pat. 
Brunton -Thrush , 





..-For safe, sure and sustained reduc- 
tion of blood pressure symptomatically 

. .Natrico offers an effective combina- 
tion of vasodilators: 


Containing: Sodium Nitrite, Potassium 
Nitrate, Nitroglycerin and Crataegus 
Oxyacantha. . .Sugar coated, green colo- 
to dissolve in the intestinal tract, to 
avoid gastric irritation. 


-..In Pulvoids Natrico—the Nitrogly- 
cerin is not dissipated. Avoid imitations. 


CLIP AND MAIL COUPON 
for interesting professional treatise. 


NEW YORK.U.5.A4 
26-35 Skillman Avenue 





ME-12 
Send me gratis your new professional treatise 
—For the Symptomatic Treatment of High 


Blood Pressure. 
b Hate GRebcawns oan reer Address, 
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What effect has 
MENTHOL 


in a cigarette 


? 


When you draw on a cigarette, 
and the smoke travels from the burning end through the 
strands of tobacco to your mouth, a portion of the irritat- 
ing constituents of the smoke are condensed out in the butt. 
It will be obvious that if this natural condenser is made 
cooler, more of these irritants will be condensed. For this 
reason, the Spud cigarette is menthol-cooled. 

Only a small amount of menthol is needed to cool the 
unburned portion of the cigarette. It is not enough to inter- 
fere with the fine flavor of the tobacco. And having ex- 
pended its refrigerating action in the cigarette, and now 
being a pure gas, the menthol has no discernible effect on 
the smoker’s mouth and throat. It is insoluble in mucus 
and saliva and is completely exhaled. 

The refreshing taste which the smoker experiences in 
the Spud is partly due to its being a better condenser... 
thus giving a more pleasing smoke...and partly to the dif- 
ference in sensible heat. (Spud’s smoke is actually cooler.) 

We do not claim any medicinal virtue for the Spud ciga- 
rette. We advertise Spud simply as a cooler, more comfort- 


able smoke. 
SPUD 


MENTHOL-COOLED CIGARETTES 
15¢ FOR 20 + (25¢ IN CANADA) * CORK TIP or PLAIN 





THE AXTON-FISHER TOBACCO CO., INC., LOUISVILLE, KY. 
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My Patients 
[Continued from page 27] 


which must be paid for in order 
to keep out of the hole. My over- 
head is the same whether I work 
a lot or a little. And if a patient 
is ill and needs what I have to 
give, he is certainly going to get 
it—whether he can pay full rates, 
half rates, quarter rates, or noth- 
ing at all. 

“In view of these factors, I am 
going to ask you to decide per- 
sonally exactly what percentage 
of my statement you wish to pay. 
Whatever it is, I’ll respect your 
opinion and give you a receipt in 
full for the indebtedness.” 


Now what happens when the 
patient is greeted with these re- 
marks (adapted, of course, to 
the circumstances of each indi- 
vidual case, and not rattled off as 
if on a phonograph) ? 

In the first place, he has come 
to see me all primed for meeting 
resistance.... And there is no re- 
sistance to meet! 

He has perhaps dreaded the in- 
terview....And he finds there is 
nothing to dread! 

He has expected to meet with 
pained surprise and sulky ac- 
quiescence, or indignant self-de- 
fense and threats of legal ac- 
tion... Instead, what does he see 
before him but a friend—one 
who refuses to quarrel with him 
and lets him decide matters for 
himself. 

In the face of this disarming 
cordiality, does the patient ac- 
cept the offer of a reduction? 
Frequently not. For, having had 
his say, he probably feels better 
about it, thinks twice, and pays 
the original charge willingly. 

I have observed that such a 
man may actually enjoy paying 
the full amount. For now he 
coes it voluntarily, understanding 
that he has not been overcharged, 
but is paying on the basis of a 
fee schedule that is used for other 
folks just like himself. 

[Turn the page] 














Snstaunioniiy comet shape, its non-slip ‘‘frosted”’ 


surface yields like natural skin to the flexing of 
fingers. Greatest sterilization resistance—long- 
serving. 





‘*And Yet, Betterment 
is Possible!’’ 


To is no cessation of endeavor in 
medical science in reaching newer 
achievement. Always there are wider 
frontiers to be established. . . . Sensing 
the demands of this struggle for ad- 
vancement, Miller laboratories keep 
abreast of ‘the requirements of modern 
medical science. 


For over a generation Miller has 
maintained the world’s most extensive 
research laboratories for anticipating 
the major requirements of the medical 
profession. These years of vigilance, 
of discovery and production perfection, 
have earned national preeminence among 
the medical profession for Miller sur- 
geons’ gloves and aprons; ice caps; throat 
bags; invalid cushions, and many kin- 
dred accessories. Only close, determined 
cooperation with the medical profession 
by the great Miller laboratories could so 
unerringly anticipate the medical world’s 
progress, fully realizing that, fine and 
flawless as their products are, Y 


betterment always is possible. 





Miller Rubber Company, Inc. 
Akron, Ohio 
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Gray’s Glycerine FUNCTIONAL DISORDERS 
chee OF WOMEN 
onic Comp. are often amenable to 


Formula DR. JOHN P. GRAY 
CONSTITUENTS INDICATIONS H Y P F R O L 








Glycerine pcre or sar when other measures have been found 
Sherry Wine : war ndigestion disappointing. Exerting its beneficial | 
Gentian Anes influence solely through regulating and | 


Catarrhal Conditions 
Malnutriticn 


reinforcing physiologic processes, this 
useful remedy is of unequalled value 


Taraxacum 


Phosphoric Acid Je s Ailme ; 
. 2 re pees nor for the rational treatment of Amenor- | 
Carminatives a ee rhea. Dysmenorrhea, Subinvolution, | 
. Ovarian N i i 2 - 
Dosace—Apu.ts: Two to four tea- tone 1 Neuralgia and kindred affec | 
spoonfuls in a little water before meals | 
three or four times daily. Available in bottles of 28 
CuitprEN—-One-half to one teaspoon- capsules and in tin boxes 
ful in water before meals. of 12 capsules 


Although a notable reliever of pain, 
“A Tonic of Known Dependa- HYPEROL is a, free from 

wee e opiates or narcotic drugs. ts active ag 
bility That Can Be Prescribed | gredients are opilpabaaiaas 
At Any Season of the Year” | Hydrastine, Aloin, Ergotin, Apiol, Qui- 


nine, Ferrous Carbonate Mass (Blaud) 





Samples are sent only to the Medical Profession. 





THE PURDUE FREDERICK CO. 135 Christopher St., New York 

















The early and persistent use of BEFSAL prevents this 





SAFE 
EFFECTIVE 


CONTAINS NO 
CINCHOPHEN 


| BEFSAL 
increases elimination in ARTHRITIS 


BEFSAL acts as a systemic and_ tion of these salts. 

intestinal antiseptic increasing No gastric or intestinal irrita- 
peristalsis. It aids in the re- tion when the normal HCl 
mov3il of uratic deposits in the content of the stomach is main- 
joints providing the circulation tained. 

is not seriously impaired, and it No cumulative action when used 
prevents the further accumula- over protracted periods. 





| Mail Sample and Literature 
Estate of 


DR. S. LEWIS SUMMERS 


Ambler, Penna. 
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Some men do accept a discount, 
of course. One, a druggist, told 
me that the doctors in his home 
town gave druggists one fourth 
off. I was pleased to do the 
same, and thus keep his friend- 
ship. 

Another told me that where he 
came from specialists in my line 
charged less. So I was perfectly 
willing to treat him as liberally 
as his former physician did. 

Still another told me that the 
young patient he was _ being 
charged for happened to be a 
destitute niece to whom he was 
giving a home. Accordingly, I 
was glad to reduce his bill by one 
third. 

All these people had good rea- 
sons for asking for reductions. I 
welcomed the opportunity of 
granting them, thereby getting 
the matter settled amicably and 
promptly. 

Suppose I had sent these bills 
to a collector? At best, I should 
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have lost 25 per cent, possibly 5) 
per cent—if I got anything at all 
(which I must confess has not al- 
ways been the case in my exper- 
ience with accounts turned over 


for collection). Also, no doubt, 
some patients would have been 
lost in the process; for folks of 
the sort I am considering seldom 
take kindly to the attentions of 
a collector, even a tactful one. 
There is no doubt in my mind 
that a number of the patients 
who have come to me in the past 
to protest the size of their bills 
are today among the most desir- 
able of my clientele. If I had 
chosen to take the attitude that 
“the king can do no wrong,” and 
haughtily refused to discuss their 
complaints, I know perfectly well 
that these people would have 
been lost to me permanently. 
Even worse, they would have 
gone away with the firm convic- 
tion that I had taken an unfair 
advantage and played them for 
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Prescribed by Physicians 
For Over 200 Years 


| Wherever the use of Cognac Brandy is indi- 
cated, physicians both here and abroad have 
long prescribed Martell’s. 
famous Cognac Brandy is the result of an 
age-old method of fractional “pot-still” dis- 
tillation....and its integrity and purity are 
certified by the French government. On re- 
quest, a copy of a newly-published pamphlet 
—“Cognac Brandy as a Therapeutic Agent.” 


For this world 















Address 


| PARK & TILFORD IMPORT CORP. 
485 Fifth Avenue, New York City 


A-12-3 
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No. 11 of a Series of Advertisements presented in the Interest of Acetanilid U.S.). 
by the Emerson Drug Company 








-+>THE ANALGESIC 


During the past several years, the physician has been definitely 
interested in prescription cost—how much his patient will pay 
for drugs prescribed. Acetanilid can be secured in an elegant 
pharmaceutical combination, and is an analgesic of low ex- 
pense to the patient. 

As to the efficacy of acetanilid in the relief of pain, Hare 
says, "Almost every form of nerve-pain seems to indicate its 
use." (Practical Therapeutics.) Pain is alleviated rapidly and 
with a minimum of toxicity. 

It has been demonstrated that the efficiency of acetanilid is 
increased by the synergistic action of bromide and caffeine. 
This combination blocks off pain sensations before they reach 
the sensory centres. There is no intellectual depression. 

A logical addition to the 
above components is sodium 
citrate to aid in checking 
nausea and restoring body 
alkalinity. 

There is available the pleas- 
ant, easy-to-take, pain relief 
which is the logical analgesic 
from every angle—efficiency— 
promptness—safety—economy. 
Made by the largest manufac- 
turers of effervescent salts in the 
world. Send for a clinical supply. 


EMERSON 


DRUG COMPANY 
BALTIMORE, MD. 
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what they were worth, trusting 
to their unwillingness to make a 
disagreeable scene. 


I have always made it a prac- 
tice to itemize each bill, so that 
the patient knows precisely what 
he is being charged for. This 
gives him an opening for his com- 
plaint if he has one to discuss. 

I welcome rather than resent 
my client’s placing his cards on 
the table, for it provides an op- 
portunity to straighten out any 
legitimate difference of opinion 
as to the number of calls made, 
laboratory examinations under- 
taken, and so on. 

If I am asked about any speci- 
fic item, I do my best to explain 
it clearly and openly. Needless 
to say, if any mistake has been 
made by myself or by an assis- 
tant, I readily admit it and apolo- 
gize. 

Every once in a while, to settle 
some question of billing, I go over 
my books with the patient -per- 
sonally, so that we can both re- 
fresh our memories and recall to 
mind what services were actually 
rendered. Even though my own 
record may show in black and 
white that I made, say, four 
house calls to Mrs. Jones’ home 
when her little Nellie had ton- 
silitis, I do not insist that this 
evidence be accepted. If Mrs. 
Jones has made a note of my hav- 
ing called only three times, or 
even has the impression that this 
is so, I take her at her word and 
alter my charge accordingly. 

Remember, I am assuming in 
this that the patient is genuinely 
convinced of an overcharge—not 
merely seeking an alibi for the 
non-payment of his bill. 

A dental colleague of mine 
tells me that a sure sign of the 
dishonest patient crops out when 
he begins to grumble that his 
new denture does not fit, or that 
a recent filling is causing him 
trouble, or that something else 
has not been done properly. Ob- 
viously, if an individual takes 
this attitude, he at once drops 
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a woman who feels that her doctor not 
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from the category under discus- 
sion. Cutting down his bill is 
the surest way in the world of 
saying good-bye to any chance 
for payment. 

Do people take advantage of 
my “softness”? 

Perhaps. 

But the kind who do so would 
probably not pay, anyway. 

I have kept my serenity un- 
ruffled, have declined to fuss and 
get upset, and have kept friends 
with my patients. 

Aren’t these benefits enough to 
justify my method? 


The High Cost 

("J ae 
0 oining 

[Continued from page 29] 
dition to its regular county or- 
ganization. And the other three 
counties in the same metropolis 


follow suit, though on a some- 
what smaller scale. The final 








127 


touch is provided by the hundred 
and more hospitals in the city, 
almost every one of which spon- 
sors a clinical society in addition 
to its monthly staff conferences. 

It is no uncommon thing in this 
city—where the situation does 
not differ except in scale from 
that in a dozen others—for a 
physician who is a member of the 
Academy of Medicine, of his 
county and state societies, and of 
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the A. M. A., to enroll also with 
ten or fifteen small local groups, 
with the clinical societies of two 
or three hospitals with which he 
may be connected, and with five 
or ten large national associations. 

When it is considered that the 
dues to the Academy are about 
forty dollars a year, exclusive of 
special section fees; that the 
county and state subscriptions 
come to another twenty or so; 
and that still another fee is 
charged for fellowship in the 
A. A., it would seem natural 
for most physicians to call quits 
right here. But frequently they 
don’t. 

* 


Dues in the small local organi- 
zations and in the clinical socie- 
ties of hospitals usually range 
from two to five dollars a year. 
In the large national special as- 
sociations the annual subscription 
runs between ten and twenty-five 
dollars. 

Dr. Inveterate Joiner, whuse 
manifold affiliations have been 
described above, may therefore 
pay anywhere from one hundred 
and seventy-five to two hundred 
and fifty dollars a year for his 
inability to say “no” to the col- 
league who hands him an appli- 
cation blank. 

The writer is prepared for a 
barrage of incredulous “noes” at 
this point; but, as it happens, the 
picture is not overdrawn. At 
least a dozen names come to 
mind, without particular thought, 
of physicians who are known 
among their confréres as strong 
men but who, for some inexpli- 
cable reason, weaken immediately 
at the sight of a dotted line. 

And for every practitioner who 
hands out two or three hundred 
dollars a year to organizations 
that make him no return, there 
are ten others who can afford it 
even less but who pay dues to the 
extent of seventy-five to a hun- 
dred dollars annually. 

What is the compulsion that 
leads so many physicians to sign 
up with organizations in which 
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they cannot possibly participate 
actively and which have nothing 
to offer them that they cannot 
obtain in their basic societies? A 
certain gregariousness character- 
istic of medical men may be a 
partial explanation, but it fails 
to account entirely for the vast 
expenditure in organization dues 
made by the American profession 
each year. The dominant motives 
for “joining” must be sought 
elsewhere. 

In exclusive societies that de- 
mand special qualifications for 
admission the element of pres- 
tige is a prominent one. Mem- 
bership bestows a certain cachet 
of distinction that ambitious 
practitioners are naturally eager 
to obtain. This is particularly 
true of some of the national 
special societies which, it must be 
acknowledged, often do excellent 
educational work and, in their 
annual transactions, furnish valu- 


able compendia of the year’s 
progress in their respective 
fields. 

* 


A misguided practicality is at 
the root of membership in most 
of the small local associations. 
Physicians who are understand- 
ably eager to develop their prac- 
tices hope that by joining these 
societies and using them as a 
forum for the presentation of 
their scientific views and experi- 
ences they will establish helpful 
professional contacts that may 
result in referred cases. 

This theory might work if so 
many others were not acting 
upon it also! 

Then, of course, there is the 
doctor who likes politics. The 
desire to wield the gavel is 
strong in this type, and if he can- 
not hold office in established 
organizations he will build a 
society of his own. 

This was aptly illustrated re- 
cently in a large city where an 
association devoted to a com- 
paratively new specialty has had 
a highly successful career during 
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its success, a few specialists in 
the same field, none of them 
stars of the first magnitude, or- 
ganized a rival club, under a 
name that suggested nation-wide 
ramifications. 

The unfortunate feature of 
these mushroom societies is that 
outsiders, who are unaware of 
the inner politics and do not sus- 
pect that the impressive national 
title covers a mere handful of 
men interested primarily in the 
magnification of their own egos, 
join under the impression that 
they are serious scientific organi- 
zations which will give them 
something worthwhile in return 
for their dues. 

The various racial groups are 
formed for sentimental or latent 
patriotic reasons. Economic and 
political associations spring up 
because discontented minorities 
are dissatisfied with the course 
pursued by their official state and 
county societies. Naturally there 
are reasons behind this multi- 
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plicity of medical organizations. 
But are the causes commensu- 
rate with the expense entailed? 
Physicians to whom the New 
Year brings a stack of bills for 
dues to aggravate the post-holi- 
day depression would do well to 
measure their outlay for such 
purposes in terms of the benefits 
they receive. Which societies 
actually work for them, whether 
politically, economically or scien- 
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tifically? An association that is 
not of direct, personal value or 
important to the profession as an 
organized body has no place on 
the average doctor’s list. 

There are a few societies, of 
course, to which every physician 
should belong. Paramount among 
these is the trio formed by the 
state society, the county unit, 
and the A. M. A. This trinity is 
essential to the practitioner as en 
individual and to the profession 
as a whole. It serves the doctor 
scientifically, politically, and, to 
a certain extent, in the economic 
sphere. In many sections of the 
country state and county medical 
meetings provide the only gradu- 
ate courses available to the 
practitioner. 

€ 


Equal in importance to their 
educational activities is the part 
these organizations play in weld- 
ing the profession into unified 
bodies that can speak with »®u- 
thority wherever the voice of 
medicine should be heard. In 
Congress, in state and municipal 
legislative chambers, and in the 
press, it is the duty of the 
A. M. A. and its local affiliates 
to guard the medical practice 
laws against emasculation, to op- 
pose the anti-vivisectionists and 
sectarian healing cults, and to 
fight for the economic welfare of 
the physician. 

In the eyes of the public these 
organizations represent authori- 
tative medical opinion. They 
are associated with the ethical 
and authentic in medicine. And 
the practitioner who is affiliated 
with them shares their prestige. 

Then, too, many state societies 
provide concrete benefits in the 
form of group malpractice insur- 
ance at special rates and free de- 
fense by expert counsel in the 
event of litigation. 

Accordingly, the A. M. A. and 
its subsidiary state and county 
units are the first societies to 
claim the physician’s allegiance. 
What other organizations he 
should join must be determined 
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by individual needs. 

If his community boasts an 
active Academy of Medicine that 
sponsors worthwhile _ scientific 
programs, he will probably want 
the educational opportunity such 
an institution affords. Certainly 
every practitioner should belong 
to one high-grade scientific socie- 
ty where important medical sub- 
jects are intelligently presented 
and discussed. 

Many medical men consider the 
degree of the American College 
of Physicians a real aid to their 
material advancement. Among 
surgeons the degree of the Amer- 
ican College of Surgeons is simi- 
larly regarded, since hospitals 
and the profession generally ac- 
cept the F.A.C.S. as a certificate 
of surgical fitness. 

Membership in a discriminating 
national society covering his field 
is valuable to the specialist also 
—not so much for the modicum 
of prestige it bestows as for the 
stimulating programs these or- 
ganizations offer and the oppor- 
tunity they afford for practition- 
ers with a common interest to 
exchange views and experiences 
in spite of the wide geographic 
barriers that separate them ir 
their daily work. 


With these basic needs satis- 
fied, what has the average physi- 
cian to gain from duplication? 
It is not true that he will get 
twice as much stimulation from 
two organizations as from one, 
because the chances are that he 
will not attend both regularly. 
After all, the fireside and social 
pleasures make their claims too. 

The time is approaching when 
all good members will again be 
asked to pay dues. Before send- 
ing out a check, even for a small 
sum, ask yourself what member- 
ship will give you in return for 
your money. At least half the 
time the answer will probably be 
“nothing.” 

“Joining” is an expensive habit 
that most physicians can _ ill 
afford. 
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